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Encouraging Quality in  
Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 

STRATEGIES TO TACKLE CHALLENGES IN RESEARCH  

Challenge 2: Under-researched areas or areas with newly growing interest  

Identifying effective policy interventions for immigrant children has become a high policy interest 
in many OECD countries with the increasing number of immigrant children, both first-generation 
and second-generation. Despite the level of policy interest, this area is under-researched in 
ECEC. 

Research on space and environments within ECEC provisions is also of high interest among 
policy makers. It can contribute to designing better, more development-appropriate and 
evidence-based standards and regulations. However, this is also an under-researched area.   

Advancing research on children under age three 

 In Norway, the significant increase in the number of children under age three 
participating in ECEC raises the need for in-depth knowledge about the contents and the 
effects of kindergarten on young children. The new research, Programme for Practice-
based Educational Research (PRAKUT) (2010-14), emphasises this, investigating the 
conditions that contribute to creating and maintaining optimal learning environments for 
all children in ECEC institutions. 

 In Finland, the study “Environmental and intervention effects on stress regulation and 
development in young children” has been conducted in the Helsinki area. The research 
identified a model of dynamic stress regulation for children attending day care institutes. 
The research evaluated how the quality of day care provision moderates the effects of 
children’s biological nature (temperament, gender and neuro-developmental risks) on 
physiological stress regulation and its impacts on socio-emotional and cognitive 
development. Results show that a lower level of stress among children is significantly 
correlated to a higher quality level of team planning and arrangement. 

 The French Community of Belgium’s Observatoire de l’enfance, de la jeunesse et de 
l’aide à la jeunesse (Observatory for children, youth and youth welfare) is carrying out 
research to develop indicators for care for children ages zero to three. The results will be 
available in June 2012. Also in 2012, the Observatory will launch research on quality 
indicators of the care environment from the point of view of young children. 

 In Korea, research on children under age three is often covered by research on children 
ages zero to five, thus including children under three. Policy recommendations often 
include the need for financial support, parental counselling, etc. Research on infants’ 
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language development is largely undertaken by individual researchers funded by the 
National Research Foundation of Korea. 

Conducting research on cultural aspects and socio-cultural analysis  

 In Finland, the research project “Towards children’s efficacious agency in formal and 
informal contexts” identified factors influencing children’s efficacious agency during early 
childhood. The research hypothesised that young children are not merely reactive, 
passive and controlled by environmental or biological features; rather, they can make 
themselves more efficacious, proactive and self-regulating through the efficacious 
agency.  

 In Korea, the Korea Institute of Child Care and Education is currently conducting 
research on a wide range of policy issues in different socio-cultural contexts. This 
includes research on child rearing support for multicultural families, the current status 
and values of child rearing among ethnic Koreans living overseas, supporting child 
rearing policies for families defected from North Korea, and comparative research on 
child rearing practices in South and North Korea to prepare future re-unification. 

 In Denmark, recent research has been studying the relevance of staff background 
(immigrant background or gender) on child development of children with different 
backgrounds. A study on the effects of staff indicators, such as the share of male staff, 
staff-child ratio, share of non-native staff, staff stability and share of staff with a 
pedagogic education, found that the number of staff per child and the shares of male 
staff, pedagogic staff and non-native staff have a significant, positive impact on child 
development. The study found that boys benefit more from a higher number of staff per 
child and a higher share of male staff, whereas non-native children benefit from a higher 
stability of the staff body. This study indicates that preschool quality factors contribute to 
equalising outcomes for boys and non-native children. 

Researching children’s spaces and learning environments 

 In Finland, the Academy of Finland is conducting a research project to investigate what 
kind of space is offered for toddlers in ECEC. The preliminary results indicate that ECEC 
professionals use children’s age as a determining factor to differentiated spatial-
temporal practices in the group. The results also indicate that the best interests of the 
child are addressed in the form of age-related developmental tasks represented by 
certain orders and routines. The research implies that continuing professional education 
should be promoted to enhance reflective discussions on care and education for under-
three-year-olds.     

 Japan carries out a research project regarding the environment and space of nursery 
centres. The purpose of this study is to ensure children’s well-being and safety and to 
help the development of a healthy body and sound mind. 

 In Korea, a number of studies have been conducted on the development of ECEC 
facility standards and kindergarten design guidelines in an effort to define legal and 
regulatory requirements for ECEC facilities and to set optimal standards, which support 
young children’s development. Such studies include research on optimal building design 
and learning spaces.  

http://www.akf.dk/udgivelser/container/2011/udgivelse_1098/
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 In Norway, a research project “Kindergarten space – materiality, learning and meaning 
making” (Vestfold University College) is investigating pedagogical relevant dimensions 
in the physical environments in kindergartens and how children use and experience 
these spaces. The project is included in a larger multidisciplinary research involving 
different research institutions: “Places for learning, care and growth – a multi-method 
and interdisciplinary approach to kindergarten’s physical environments”.  

Researching different pedagogical interventions 

 In Denmark, the current research project Knowledge-based Efforts for Socially 
Disadvantaged Children in Day-care (VIDA) explores the overall research question: How 
can Danish general day care improve socially disadvantaged children’s opportunities in 
life? This comprehensive research project examines and documents which of two types 
of pedagogical interventions in general day care is most effective at improving the 
learning and well-being of socially disadvantaged children. The overall goal of this effort 
is to stimulate children’s personal, linguistic and social competences as well as their 
logical understanding. The research project comprises some 6 000 children in 120 day 
care centres across four municipalities in Denmark. The intervention will be 
implemented in an inclusive environment; i.e., the ordinary day care environment that is 
shared with other children. Two types of efforts are tested in this project. To be able to 
compare the two, the participating day care centres are divided into three groups. In one 
group, focus is on the children’s well-being and learning (i.e., the VIDA basis model 
programme). In another group, focus is on parental involvement as well as the children’s 
well-being and learning (i.e., the VIDA basis + parent model programme). A third group 
of day care centres is left to continue with their ordinary practice (i.e., the control 
group). The project has been commissioned and is financed by the Danish Ministry of 
Social Affairs. 

 
 

http://www.dpu.dk/en/research/researchprogrammes/organisationandlearning/vida/

