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SECTION I:  NOTE FROM THE OECD 

This national report is an output of the OECD Thematic Review of Migrant Education. It provides 
facts and existing evaluative information ÏÎ ÍÉÇÒÁÎÔ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ /%#$ȭÓ 
guidelines for country background reports for this review (EDU/EDPC/MI(2009)6). Information 
provided by Ireland in this report will be consolidated with additional facts or counter-facts 
ÃÏÍÐÉÌÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ /%#$ȭÓ ÆÁÃÔ-ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÅÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ /%#$ȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ 
on Ireland and the synthesis report as the final output of the OECD Thematic Review on Migrant 
Education. 

BACKGROUND TO THIS REPORT  

Ireland has provided this report to answer the overarching policy question of the OECD Thematic 
Review of Migrant Education: 

What policies will promote successful education outcomes for first- and second-generation 
migrants?  

The report presents information on three major areas: 

ACCESS 

¶ Do immigrant pupils have the same opportunities to access quality education as their native 
peers?  

¶ What policies can ensure access to quality education for immigrant pupils, especially those 
from low socio-economic backgrounds? 

PARTICIPATION  

¶ Do immigrant pupils participate (enrol and complete) as much as their native peers?  

¶ What are the effective re-integration programmes for early school leavers, preventive 
interventions for potential early school leavers, and introductory programmes for newly 
arrived immigrant pupils to encourage better integration into school? 

LEARNING OUTCOMES  

¶ Do immigrant pupils perform as well as their native peers?  

¶ What are the critical factors that explain the high performance or low performance of 
immigrant pupils (1st and 2nd generation)?  

¶ What are the most effective integration policies and practices to raise the performance of 
immigrant pupils? 



  

 5 

The report follows guidelines prepared by the Secretariat based on recommendations made by the 
ad hoc group on indicators chaired by Mr. Anders Widholm of Sweden within the Group of National 
Experts on the Education of Migrants.1  

MAJOR AIMS OF THIS REPORT 

The focus of this report is on migrant education policies and practices. However, some information 
on general immigration and integration policies and approaches is provided in order to place 
education policies in overall national policy contexts. There are two major aims: 

1. Descriptive: To present the current picture of what is happening in terms of immigrant 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ 
working and not working.  

2. Analytical:  To present why certain interventions are working and others are not working 
(e.g. evaluative information done by research). 

INTERNATIONAL DEFINITIONS USED IN THIS REPORT 

IMMIGRANT STATUS 

FIRST-GENERATION IMMIGRANT PUPILS  

¶ Pupils who were born outside the country of assessment and whose parents were also born 
in a different country. 

SECOND-GENERATION IMMIGRANT PUPILS 

¶ Pupils who themselves were born in the country of assessment but whose parents were 
born in a different country, i.e. pupils who are following/have followed all their pre -
school/schooling in the country of assessment.  

FOREIGN NATIONALS 

¶ Individuals not holding citizenship of the country of residence. 

NATIVE PUPILS 

¶ Pupils who themselves were born in the country of assessment with at least one parent 
born in the country of assessment. 

                                                             

1. The Secretariat wishes to thank the delegates of Australia, Belgium (Flemish), Denmark, Finland, 
Italy, Ireland, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, and the UK for their interventions at the 1st meeting 
and/or their follow -up interventions via emails. 
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LEVEL OF EDUCATION 

Definitions respect the International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED)2: 

ISCED 0: PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION  

¶ Pre-primary education (ISCED 0) is defined as the initial stage of organised instruction, 
designed primarily to introduce very young children to a school-type environment, that is, 
to provide a bridge between home and a school-based atmosphere. ISCED 0 does not 
include early childhood care services as they are not considereÄ ÁÓ ȬÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÄ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎȭȢ  

ISCED 1: PRIMARY EDUCATION  

¶ This level is compulsory in all countries and generally begins between five and seven years 
of age and lasts from four to six years.  

ISCED 2: LOWER-SECONDARY EDUCATION  

¶ This level continues the basic programmes of the primary level, although teaching is 
typically more subject-focused. Usually, the end of this level coincides with the end of 
compulsory education. 

ISCED 3: UPPER-SECONDARY EDUCATION  

¶ This level generally begins at the end of compulsory education. The entrance age is typically 
15 or 16 years. Entrance qualifications (end of compulsory education) and other minimum 
entry requirements are usually needed. Instruction is often more subject-oriented than at 
ISCED level 2. The typical duration of ISCED level 3 varies from two to five years. 

ISCED 4: POST-SECONDARY NON-TERTIARY LEVEL OF EDUCATION  

¶ ISCED 4 straddles the boundary between upper-secondary and post-secondary education 
from an international point of view. Although their content may not be significantly more 
advanced than upper-secondary programmes, they serve to broaden the knowledge of 
participants who have already gained an upper-secondary qualification. 

ISCED 5: TERTIARY EDUCATION  

¶ Post-secondary education is either: 1) Type A ɀ largely theory-based with a minimum 
ÃÕÍÕÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÏÒÅÔÉÃÁÌ ÄÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ɉÁÔ ÔÅÒÔÉÁÒÙ ÌÅÖÅÌɊ ÏÆ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȭ ÆÕÌÌ-time equivalent, 
although it typically lasts four or more years; or 2) Type B ɀ practical, technical or 
occupational skills-based with a minimum duration of two years full-time equivalent at the 
tertiary level. 

                                                             

2. OECD (2004) OECD Handbook for Internationally Comparative Education Statistics: Concepts, 
standards, definitions and classifications. 
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TYPE OF SCHOOL 

PUBLIC SCHOOL 

An institution is classified as public if ultimate control rests with 1) a public-education authority or 
agency or, 2) a governing body (Council, Committee, etc.) most of whose members are appointed by 
a public authority or elected by public franchise.  

YEAR COVERED 

Unless otherwise specified, information is provided for the 2006/07  school year or the year 2007.  
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SECTION II:  MIGRANT EDUCATION IN IRELAND  

The Questionnaire consists of five parts: 

¶ Part I. General information  

¶ Part II. Quantitative data and research evidence 

¶ Part III. School policies and practices 

¶ Part IV. Role of community 

¶ Part V. Government policies and approaches 
 

PART I. GENERAL INFORMATION  

1. SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND REGIONAL CONTEXTS  

1.1  Evidence on the socio-economic context of immigrant pupils 

Statistical data are not available from the Irish Central Statistics Office (CSO) on this 

topic. 

 1.2 Regional context: TÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ȬÃÉÔÉÅÓȭ ÏÒ ȬÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÉÅÓȭ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ 
immigrant populations 

 

Immigrant Population in Ireland 

A census of persons usually resident in Ireland was carried out in April 2006.  In 

June 2008, ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ɉ#3/Ɋ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ Á ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰCensus 2006: 

Non-Irish Nationals Living in IrelandȱȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÄÁÔÁ ÏÎ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÉÎ 

Ireland in 2006.  

Website: 

http://www.cso.ie/census/documents/NON%20IRISH%20NATONALS%20LIVING%

20IN%20IRELAND.pdf  

There were a total of 420,000 non-Irish nationals living in Ireland in April 2006, 

representing 188 different countries, approximately 10% of the total population. 

While the vast majority of these people were from a very small number of countries 

- 82 per cent from just 10 countries - there was also a remarkable diversity in the 

range of countries represented as can be seen from the Table I below. 

Note 

)Î ÔÈÉÓ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍÓ ȰÍÉÇÒÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ȰÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔȱ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÃÈÁÎÇÅÁÂÌÙȢ  

Ȱ3ÅÃÏÎd-ÌÅÖÅÌȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÐÏÓÔ-ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙȱ ɉÓÃÈÏÏÌÓɊ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÃÈÁÎÇÅÁÂÌÙȢ 

Table 1    Complete list of countries from which there were non -Irish nationals (CSO, 2008)  
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  1 - 10   11 - 50 51 - 200 201 - 1,000 1,001 - 10,000 Over 10,000 

Anguilla Azerbaijan Armenia Afghanistan Australia China

Bahamas Bahrain Botswana Albania Bangladesh Germany

Belize Barbados Burundi Algeria Brazil Latvia

Bermuda Benin Chile Angola Canada Lithuania

Bhutan Bolivia Colombia Argentina Congo Nigeria

Brunei Chad Cuba Austria Czech Republic Poland

Burkina Faso Dominica Cyprus Belarus Estonia United Kingdom

Cambodia Ecuador Eritrea Belgium France USA

Cape Verde El Salvador Ethiopia Bosnia / Hungary

Central African Gambia Guinea    Herzegovina India

   Republic Guatemala Hong Kong Bulgaria Italy

Costa Rica Honduras Iceland Cameroon Malaysia

Dominican Kyrgyzstan Indonesia Dem Rep Congo Moldova

   Republic Lesotho Ivory Coast Croatia Netherlands

East Timor Luxembourg Jamaica Denmark New Zealand

Faroe Islands Mauritania Kazakhstan Egypt Pakistan

Fiji Mozambique Lebanon Finland Philippines

Gabon Nicaragua Liberia Georgia Portugal

Gibraltar Oman FYROM Ghana Romania

Grenada Paraguay Malawi Greece Russia

Guyana Qatar Malta Iran Slovakia

Indian Ocean Saudi Arabia Myanmar Burma Iraq South Africa

   Territories Senegal Niger Israel Spain

Laos Swaziland Palestine Japan Sudan

Liechtenstein Tajikistan Peru Jordan Sweden

Macao Yemen Rwanda Kenya Ukraine

Madagascar Singapore Kuwait Zimbabwe

Maldives Slovenia Libya

Mali South Korea Mauritius

Monacoan Syria Mexico

Montserrat Taiwan Mongolia

Namibia Tanzania Morocco

Niue Togo Nepal

Panama Trinidad and North Korea

Porto Rica    Tobago Norway

Reunion Tunisia Sierra Leone

Samoa Uganda Somalia

Seychelles United Arab Sri Lanka

Solomon Islands    Emirates Switzerland

St Kitts and Uruguay Thailand

   Nevis Uzbekistan Turkey

St Lucia Venezuela Vietnam

St Vincent Zambia Serbia

Surinam

Tonga

Turkmenistan

Vatican City

Western Sahara

187 674 4,729 24,532 114,822 263,996

Number of persons

Total persons from these countries
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Geographic distribution of immigrants 

Census 2006 revealed there were non-Irish nationals living in every town in Ireland 

in April of that year. While the vast majority were living in cities and large towns, 

small and medium sized towns were also remarkably popular. This is undoubtedly 

linked to the industries in which these workers were employed, with construction 

and services featuring strongly. Although one in four non-Irish were found to be 

living in rural areas, two thirds of these were UK nationals; excluding the UK only 

one in seven non-Irish nationals were living in rural areas (CSO 2008).  See Table 2 

and Figure 1 below for national distribution of Irish and non-Irish nationals. 

Table 2 Irish and non -Irish nationals living in cities, towns and rural areas  (CSO 2008) 
 

        

  Total Irish Non-Irish  Irish Non-Irish 

        

  
Persons 

 
Percentage share 

        

Urban areas 

 

 2,424,796 2,109,720 315,076  58.4 76.0 

Cities and their suburbs  1,356,848 1,179,708 177,140  32.7 42.7 

Towns with population 10,000+  582,697 506,177 76,520  14.0 18.5 

Towns 5,000 - 9,999  260,159 227,432 32,727  6.3 7.9 

Towns 3,000 - 4,999  225,092 196,403 28,689  5.4 6.9 

Towns 1,500 - 2,999  121,244 106,332 14,912  2.9 3.6 

        

Rural areas  1,600,214  1,500,778  99,436   41.6 24.0 

        

State  4,025,010 3,610,498  414,512   100.0 100.0 
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Figure 1 Urban / Rural distribution of population in Ireland in April 2006 (CSO 2008) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The map in Figure 2 shows the distribution of non-Irish nationals by county in 

absolute numbers. In general, non-Irish nationals were concentrated in places of 

employment, either in our cities, particularly Dublin and Galway, or in the popular 

tourist destinations on the western and southern seaboards.  Immigrants are to be 

found throughout the country.   
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Figure 2 Distribution of non-Irish persons by county (CSO 2008) 
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Table 3 sets out a nationality age profile of the population living in Ireland in April 

2006. 

The three largest cities in Ireland are Dublin, Cork and Limerick.  Their total 

populations and their Irish immigrant populations are set out in Table 4.  Further 

details on the three cities are given in Tables 5, 6 and 7 by nationality and age-

profile.  Nationals for the EU 15-25 accession states are the largest group in each 

city.  However, the next four groups vary between the cities. 

The CSO census provides ÄÁÔÁ ÏÎ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÌÅÖÅÌȢ  &ÏÒ $ÕÂÌÉÎȟ ȰTowards 

Integration ɀ A City Frameworkȱ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ $ÕÂÌÉÎ #ÉÔÙ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ "ÏÁÒÄ ÉÎ 

2008 outlines the distribution of migrants in the city. 

 

 

(CSO 2006) 

 

It is important to note, however, in the education context, that provision/criteria 

are set out at national level for specific supports.  If they comply with the criteria, 

schools receive support, irrespective of regional location. 

Part IV, Section 1.1 elaborates.  
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Table 3 Usually resident persons present in the State on Census Night, classified by nationality 
and age group 

Age 

Group Total 

Total 

Irish Irish 

Iris

h- 

Ot

her UK  

EU15 

excl

udin

g 

Irela

nd 

and 

UK 

EU15 

to 

EU25 

acce

ssion 

state

s 

Other 

Euro

pean 

Natio

nality 

Am

eric

a 

(Uni

ted 

Stat

es) 

Afr

ica 

Asi

a 

Other 

Nation

alities 

Multi 

Natio

nality 

No 

Natio

nality 

No

t 

Sta

ted 

 Persons 

  0- 4 

years 

300,

683 

283,

428 

278,

262 

5,1

66 

2,52

8 989 4,198 697 926 

1,4

30 

1,4

84 861 183 253 

3,7

06 

  5- 9   "   

287,

313 

263,

614 

258,

291 

5,3

23 

5,77

3 1,019 3,398 1,351 

1,36

5 

3,5

93 

2,2

42 1,226 205 81 

3,4

46 

10-14  "   

272,

500 

250,

239 

245,

504 

4,7

35 

7,35

0 1,029 2,411 1,201 

1,24

4 

2,6

24 

1,7

71 1,248 154 63 

3,1

66 

15-19  "   

287,

121 

265,

613 

262,

007 

3,6

06 

6,50

6 1,332 3,821 1,196 836 

2,1

41 

1,5

56 1,259 110 64 

2,6

87 

20-24  "   

331,

344 

271,

164 

269,

145 

2,0

19 

4,91

6 5,742 

29,50

9 2,323 779 

2,4

74 

8,5

00 2,504 183 115 

3,1

35 

25-29  "   

363,

586 

280,

899 

278,

770 

2,1

29 

7,11

0 9,678 

36,05

8 5,274 883 

4,6

24 

11,

13

0 4,148 304 137 

3,3

41 

30-34  "   

343,

043 

279,

282 

276,

303 

2,9

79 

10,2

78 7,692 

17,10

2 5,164 953 

7,1

09 

8,4

22 3,605 295 137 

3,0

04 

35-39  "   

317,

078 

267,

596 

263,

367 

4,2

29 

13,8

14 4,937 8,759 3,304 

1,26

0 

6,2

22 

5,6

37 2,391 250 126 

2,7

82 

40-44  "   

296,

844 

261,

461 

257,

281 

4,1

80 

13,0

61 3,091 6,208 1,704 

1,15

6 

2,9

82 

2,8

69 1,605 202 85 

2,4

20 

45-49  "   

270,

507 

245,

284 

242,

375 

2,9

09 

9,51

9 2,109 4,944 1,027 823 

1,1

95 

1,7

34 1,103 161 65 

2,5

43 

50-54  "   

243,

032 

225,

988 

224,

175 

1,8

13 

7,46

8 1,537 2,542 528 533 

44

7 

78

2 701 92 42 

2,3

72 

55-59  "   

221,

043 

206,

624 

205,

156 

1,4

68 

7,60

0 1,281 972 316 454 

21

8 

38

6 544 65 31 

2,5

52 

60-64  "   

177,

719 

167,

264 

166,

046 

1,2

18 

5,86

4 817 268 132 335 

12

0 

17

7 336 51 32 

2,3

23 

65-69  "   

140,

085 

132,

529 

131,

487 

1,0

42 

4,13

1 617 76 76 286 53 

10

3 246 36 23 

1,9

09 

70-74  "   

116,

918 

111,

857 

110,

938 

91

9 

2,69

0 338 68 50 238 35 61 184 18 24 

1,3

55 

75-79  "   

91,1

63 

87,1

36 

86,4

08 

72

8 

1,81

9 234 53 43 218 30 41 195 28 21 

1,3

45 

80-84  "   

64,2

79 

61,3

84 

60,9

82 

40

2 

1,20

5 147 57 26 103 15 28 152 13 13 

1,1

36 



  

 15 

85 years 

and over 

47,7

55 

45,3

21 

45,0

63 

25

8 916 104 90 13 83 14 29 114 8 6 

1,0

57 

Total 

4,17

2,01

3 

3,70

6,68

3 

3,66

1,56

0 

45,

12

3 

112,

548 

42,69

3 

120,5

34 

24,42

5 

12,4

75 

35,

32

6 

46,

95

2 22,422 2,358 1,318 

44,

27

9 

In addition, nationality was not stated by 44,279 persons   

Table 4 The three largest cities and their migrant populatio ns (CSO 2008) 

Cities or 
regions  

Total 
population  

Share of 
immigrant 

population in 
the total 

population (%)  

Up to five main immigrant 
groups (region of origin) in 

decreasing order of 
importance ( e.g. China, 

Pakistan, India)  

Data  
source and year  

1. 

Dublin 

City 

 

 

491,555 

 

17% 

(i) EU 15 to EU 25 accession 
states 

(ii) Asia  

(iii) EU 15 (excluding Ireland 
and UK) 

(iv) UK 

(v) Other European 

 

Census of 
Population 2006 

2. 

Cork 

City 

 

 

117,222 

 

12% 

(i) EU 15 to EU 25 accession 
states 

(ii) EU 15 (excluding Ireland 
and UK) 

(iii) UK 

(iv) Asia  

(v) Africa 

Census of 
Population 2006 

 

3. 

Limerick 

City 

 

 

51,886 

 

11% 

(i) EU 15 to EU 25 accession 
states 

(ii) UK  

(iii) Asia 

(iv) Africa 

(v) EU 15 (excluding Ireland 
and UK) 

Census of 
Population 2006 
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Table 5 (CSO 2006) 

Usually resident persons present in the State on Census Night 

In Dublin City, classified by nationality and age group 

Age Group 

Total 

Irish UK  

EU15 

exclu

ding 

Irelan

d and 

UK 

EU15 

to 

EU25 

acces

sion 

states 

Other 

Europe

an 

Nation

ality 

Amer

ica 

(Unit

ed 

State

s) 

Afri

ca 

Asi

a 

Other 

National

ities 

Multi 

Nation

ality 

No 

Nation

ality 

Not 

Stat

ed Total 

 
Persons 

  0- 4 years 

24,0

55 115 179 401 115 74 152 407 129 31 34 522 

26,2

14 

  5- 9   "   

22,8

10 154 105 273 187 99 204 424 134 16 7 513 

24,9

26 

10-14  "   

22,3

74 209 103 212 168 65 178 380 110 7 8 491 

24,3

05 

15-19  "   

26,3

94 267 264 475 244 99 392 471 164 14 12 423 

29,2

19 

20-24  "   

37,0

08 714 2,339 5,038 710 235 667 

4,55

8 752 62 30 707 

52,8

20 

25-29  "   

39,1

11 

1,2

00 4,220 6,906 1,497 309 878 

4,75

3 1,417 115 29 999 

61,4

34 

30-34  "   

31,8

97 

1,2

92 2,653 2,582 1,334 237 

1,0

64 

2,46

6 980 82 23 936 

45,5

46 

35-39  "   

27,9

00 

1,1

01 1,109 1,101 780 230 821 

1,44

7 448 60 26 863 

35,8

86 

40-44  "   

27,3

44 777 438 681 346 170 407 706 254 23 14 756 

31,9

16 

45-49  "   

25,3

98 567 256 530 205 117 179 447 162 23 10 677 

28,5

71 

50-54  "   

22,6

22 475 186 291 116 77 59 216 114 10 8 673 

24,8

47 

55-59  "   

21,3

29 430 155 125 62 67 47 117 96 6 3 662 

23,0

99 

60-64  "   

18,2

88 321 93 36 31 46 17 39 60 7 1 661 

19,6

00 

65-69  "   

17,0

51 211 49 8 8 37 13 19 33 2 2 548 

17,9

81 

70-74  "   

15,7

04 144 30 12 5 21 5 9 23 1 2 270 

16,2

26 

75-79  "   

12,8

15 132 27 8 11 29 1 13 25 3 2 298 

13,3

64 

80-84  "   

8,74

0 102 16 6 5 18 2 7 14 2 1 242 

9,15

5 

85 years 

and over 

6,07

6 99 19 14 4 10 1 11 14 1 ï 197 

6,44

6 

Total 

406,

916 

8,3

10 12,241 18,699 5,828 1,940 

5,0

87 

16,4

90 4,929 465 212 

10,4

38 

491,

555 
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Table 7 

Usually resident persons present in the State on Census Night 

In Limerick City, classified by nationality and age group (CSO) 

       

       

       

Age Group 
Total 
Irish 

U
K  

EU15 
excludi
ng 
Ireland 
and UK 

EU15 
to 
EU25 
accessi
on 
states 

Other 
Europea
n 
Nationa
lity  

Ameri
ca 
(Unite
d 
States
) 

Afri
ca 

Asi
a 

Other 
Nationali
ties 

Multi 
Nationa
lity  

No 
Nationa
lity  

Not 
Stat
ed Total 

 Persons 

  0- 4 years 
3,00

9 14 3 76 7 6 9 14 3 1 2 42 
3,18

6 

  5- 9   "   
2,97

8 32 3 45 10 5 17 16 10 1 1 31 
3,14

9 

10-14  "   
2,83

3 43 4 32 13 2 11 20 11 ɀ 1 33 
3,00

3 

15-19  "   
3,80

6 57 9 91 9 3 25 29 16 1 ɀ 29 
4,07

5 

20-24  "   
4,13

2 64 73 849 44 11 42 
15
4 38 5 7 40 

5,45
9 

25-29  "   
3,56

3 74 115 807 76 9 106 
19
5 38 3 1 38 

5,02
5 

30-34  "   
3,15

9 67 86 294 86 5 99 
10
3 32 4 2 19 

3,95
6 

35-39  "   
2,90

8 82 46 142 35 8 65 63 29 ɀ ɀ 17 
3,39

5 

40-44  "   
2,97

0 78 28 98 25 6 30 45 13 3 2 21 
3,31

9 

45-49  "   
2,84

6 53 7 68 12 5 12 17 6 2 1 32 
3,06

1 

50-54  "   
2,72

2 31 9 48 6 6 2 11 7 ɀ ɀ 16 
2,85

8 

55-59  "   
2,57

0 34 8 9 7 2 2 7 4 ɀ 1 22 
2,66

6 

60-64  "   
2,19

9 27 2 3 1 ɀ 1 ɀ ɀ ɀ ɀ 18 
2,25

1 

65-69  "   
2,00

2 23 2 1 ɀ ɀ ɀ 3 1 ɀ ɀ 15 
2,04

7 

70-74  "   
1,69

6 14 2 3 ɀ 3 2 2 1 ɀ ɀ 14 
1,73

7 

75-79  "   
1,27

9 9 2 1 1 6 1 1 2 ɀ ɀ 7 
1,30

9 

80-84  "   852 7 ɀ ɀ ɀ 1 ɀ ɀ ɀ ɀ ɀ 2 862 

85 years and 
over 514 4 2 1 ɀ ɀ ɀ 1 ɀ ɀ ɀ 6 528 

Total 
46,0

38 
71
3 401 2,568 332 78 424 

68
1 211 20 18 402 

51,8
86 
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1.3  Characteristics of schools in the city/region that has the biggest immigrant 
population 

All schools in Ireland with migrant children for whom English is a second language 

are entitled to specific resources, irrespective of geographic location. There are no 

differences in the salaries and cultural background of teachers between schools 

with high numbers of immigrant children and schools generally.  Provision exists, in 

accordance with an EU directive (2005/36/EC) and Irish legislation (SI 139 of 

2008) on the recognition of professional qualifications for recognition in Ireland of 

teaching qualifications obtained elsewhere in the EU. 

Schools with high numbers of immigrant children for whom English is not their first 

language are given special supports by way of additional teaching staff and teaching 

materials.  Until Summer 2007, schools with 28 or more children for whom English 

was not the first language were entitled to 2 English Language Resource Teachers.  

Since summer 2007, the level of additional teacher support allocated to primary and 

post-pri mary schools is determined by the number of pupils enrolled for whom 

%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÉÓ Á ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÅÄ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÏÆ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ 

proficiency.  This support can be accessed throughout the country if schools comply 

with the criteria.  

Table 8 sets out the English-language teacher resources that can be accessed since 

summer 2007 to cater for such pupils where the number of pupils in the school is 14 

or more:   

 

Table 8 

 

Number of 
pupils  

Posts Number of pupils  Posts Number of pupils  Posts 

14 to 27 1 42 to 64 3 91 to 120 5 

28 to 41 2 65 to 90 4 121 or more 6 
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Schools with less than 14 pupils will have their needs addressed through the 

provision of financial resources, again based on the number of pupils.  

The resources available are set out in circular 53/2007 and can be accessed at 

http://www.education.ie/servlet/blobservlet/cl0053_2007.doc ).   

 In 2001/02, there were 262 English Language Resource Teachers.  In 2007/08, 

there were approximately 2,000 such teachers. 

There are three language proficiency levels (1, 2 and 3) as set out in the Table 9 

below. 

Table 9 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Very poor comprehension 
of English and very 
limited spoken English 

Understands some English and can speak 
English sufficiently well for basic 
communication 

Has competent 
communication skills in 
English 

 

)Î -ÁÙ ςππψȟ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ȰPrimary School Assessment Kitȱȟ 

which will enable them to more accurately assÅÓÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ 

proficiency and allow for a more accurate indication of language proficiency.  It 

provides advice and guidance and complete sets of placement assessment tasks for 

English language assessment for students who have recently arrived in schools and, 

then, additional tasks to determine progress and achievement.  The kit is available 

on the DES website at: 

http://www.education.ie/servlet/blobservlet/PSAK_inde x.htm. A similar kit will be 

available for post-primary schools by the end of 2008.   

Three reports have been prepared, independently of the Department, which set out 

the situation in three areas in Dublin which have significant numbers of migrants. 

These are Intercultural Education: Primary Challenges in Dublin 15, From Bangladesh 

to Balgaddy- a Case study of a changing school community and School Cultural 

Mediation Project in Dublin 7. See Section 3 (Research) for further details. 

A report by the Irish Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI), due to be 

published in autumn 2008, has researched the views of approximately 30% of 

primary and post-primary schools throughout the country on how the integration of 

newcomer students is being achieved.  A copy of a summary of their initial findings 

will be provided with this questionnaire.  

http://www.education.ie/servlet/blobservlet/cl0053_2007.doc
http://www.education.ie/servlet/blobservlet/PSAK_index.htm
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1.4  Deprivation measures for specific areas 

DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools) , the action plan for 

educational inclusion, is being rolled out on a phased basis over the period 2005-10, 

and focuses on addressing the educational needs of children and young people from 

disadvantaged communities, from pre-school through second-level education (3 

to18 years), throughout the country.  

The action plan provides a standardised national system, which uses uniform 

selection criteria for identifying levels of disadvantage.  The current selection 

criteria for the School Support Programme do not take account of the number of 

migrants, as this, having been considered, was not deemed to be a criterion of 

disadvantage in 2005.  The criteria used are as follows: 

¶ % unemployment 

¶ % local authority accommodation 

¶ % lone parenthood 

¶ % travellers 

¶ % large families 

¶ % pupils eligible for free school books  

The action plan also has introduced a new integrated School Support Programme 

(SSP).   It brings together, and builds upon, a number of existing interventions in 

schools with a concentrated level of disadvantage. There are 873 schools in DEIS. 

These comprise 670 primary schools (out of 3,300 nationwide), of which 338 are 

urban/town schools and 332 are rural schools, and 203 second-level schools (out of 

731nationwide). The criteria currently being used will be evaluated and, as in the 

original evaluation of suitable criteria, migrant status will be considered.  

DEIS provides various supports for the 873 primary and post primary schools.  

These include: 

¶ reduced pupil teacher ratio in primary schools 

¶ additional funding based on level of disadvantage 

¶ additional funding under schools books grant scheme 

¶ access to School Meals Programme 

¶ access to numeracy/literacy supports and measures at primary level 

¶ access to Home School Community Liaison services  

¶ access to School Completion Programme 
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¶ enhanced guidance counselling provision 

¶ provision for school library and librarian support at second level 

¶ access to Junior Certificate School Programme and Leaving Certificate 

Applied 

(Web: 

http://www.education.ie/home/home.jsp?pcategory=17216&ecategory=34267&lan

guage=EN) 

2. IMMIGRANT STUDENTS CHARACTERISTICS 

2.1  %ÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÐÒÏÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ɉ,ςɊ ÆÏÒ 
first - and second-generation immigrant pupils 

Significant immigration to Ireland is of comparatively recent origin (1995 onwards).  

Most data relate to children who were either born in Ireland or arrived with their 

parents since 1995. Schools would not have data on whether children were first or 

second generation. 

In the post-primary sector there is a pupil database which records the nationality of 

students but does not record levels of language proficiency. In 2006/ 2007, the total 

number of post-primary students was 303,527. There were 17,000 immigrant pupils 

attending post-primary schools who were from nearly 160 countries. The top ten 

countries of origin were: 

United Kingdom  4,342 

Poland     1,263 

Nigeria     1,013 

Lithuania    924 

USA      775 

Spain     742 

Germany    733 

Philippines    471 

Latvia     436 

South Africa   397 

Over 40% of these students would speak English as their first language (UK and 

USA). For some of the remainder, English could be a first or second language.  




















































































































































































