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Population 

 
• Aberdeen is Scotland's third most populous city and one of 

Scotland's 32 local government council areas. It has an official 
population estimate of 210 400. 

 
• Aberdeenshire is another of the 32 unitary council areas in 

Scotland.  The present day Aberdeenshire council area does not 
include the City of Aberdeen and has a population of 226 871, 
representing 4.5% of Scotland's total, and a 20% increase since 
1981, 50% since 1971.  

  
• The combined population is in the order of 440 000. 
  
• The population has a higher proportion of younger age groups than 

the rest of Scotland, reflecting employment-driven immigration in 
recent decades. 

 
High Economic Activity 

 
• Aberdeen City and Shire is recognised for its outward looking, 

pioneering spirit. Over the last 30 years, the city has reinvented 
itself from a regional port dependent upon fishing, farming and 
tourism, to the centre of the UK’s energy industry and one of 
Europe’s most enterprising regions. 

 
• With a combined population of  approximately 440 000 and one of 

the lowest unemployment rates in Scotland the area enjoys high 
economic activity, with a GDP growth rate above the Scottish 
average.  

 
• It also boasts the second highest rate of business formation and the 

highest concentration of knowledge based businesses in Scotland. 
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Global links 

 
• The city offers support for companies doing 

business around the world and holds strategic 
alliances designed to encourage the sharing of 
knowledge and opportunities with: 
– Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 

– Western Kazakhstan 

– Faroe Islands (Torshavn) 

– Atlantic Canada (Halifax, Nova Scotia; St Johns, Newfoundland 
and Labrador) 

• Aberdeen is also a founding member of the 
World Energy Cities Partnership. 

 

 
International Companies 

 
• Aberdeen Asset 

Management 

• Amec 

• BP 

• BT 

• Chevron 

• Conoco Philips 

• Ernst and Young 

• First Group 

• Halliburton 

• Marathon Oil 

• Price 
WaterhouseCoopers 

• Schlumberger 

• Shell 

• Talisman 
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Main employment sectors 

• Tourism and Distribution (56 000) 
• Public Administration, Education & Health  
 (48 000) 
• Oil and Gas (41 000)  
• Banking, Finance & Insurance (38 000) 
• Manufacturing (11 600) 
• Agriculture, Food and Fish Processing (8 500) 
• ICT (5 000) 
• Construction (5 000) 
• Paper Making (3 000) 

 

 
University of Aberdeen 

 
• The University of Aberdeen is an ancient university founded in 1495, in 

Aberdeen, Scotland. It is the third oldest university in Scotland and the 
fifth oldest in the United Kingdom and wider English-speaking world. 

 
• The modern University of Aberdeen was formed in 1860 by the merger of 

two pre-existing ancient universities: King's College, located in Old 
Aberdeen and Marischal College, founded in 1593 and located in the new 
city of Aberdeen. 

  
• It has some 15 000 students and 3 500 staff. 
  
• It is a research led university delivering programmes across a broad 

disciplinary base. 
  
• Accountancy to Zoology. 
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The Robert Gordon University 

 
• Robert Gordon University is a modern university located in 

Aberdeen, Scotland. Granted university status in 1992, Robert 
Gordon University currently has approximately 12 790 students 
studying on over 145 full-time and part-time undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses. 

 
• The origins of the University date back to 1750, when Robert 

Gordon's Hospital was established to provide residential education 
for the sons and grandsons of Aberdeen's burgesses. 
 

• In 2009 the University was named 'The Best Modern University in 
the UK' by The Times Good University Guide. Furthermore, the 
same publication listed the university as the 4th highest in terms of 
graduate employment, sitting at an average of 95%+ for the 2008/9 
graduate year. 
 

 
Twelve things you didn't know about Aberdeen 

 
 

• Aberdeen Harbour Board, established in 1136, is Britain's oldest business. 
  
• Aberdeen has the busiest civilian heliport in the world.  
  
• More than half the oil in the North Sea has still to be developed.  
  
• In the late 19th century Aberdeen was the British centre for envelope 

production and later the first self-seal envelope was developed in the city.  
  
• The Buick, one of America's leading motor cars, is named after its North 

East of Scotland founder. 
  
• The Shore Porters Society of Aberdeen, founded in 1498, is the world's 

oldest recorded transport company and third oldest company in the UK. 
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Twelve things you didn't know about Aberdeen 

 
  

• The University of Aberdeen established the first Chair of Medicine in the English 
speaking world. 

  
• The first iron lung was designed in Aberdeen in 1933, and Professor John Mallard from 

the University of Aberdeen invented and developed the MRI scanner. 
  
• The highest concentration of life scientists in Europe is to be found in the Aberdeen 

area.  
  
• The Rowett Research Institute of Nutrition and Health has produced three Nobel 

Laureates. 
  
• For nearly 200 years until 1858 there were as many universities - two - in Aberdeen as 

there was in the whole of England (Oxford and Cambridge). 
  
• Energy Capital of Europe has won the Britain in Bloom competition (a flower 

competition) a record-breaking ten times. 
 


