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OECD/CERI Meeting 

2ND WORKSHOP ON MEASURING INNOVATION IN EDUCATION 

Friday 11 June 2010, from 10.00 to 17.00 
OECD, Marshal Building, Oval Meeting Room 4122 

2, rue André-Pascal, 75 016 Paris, France 

Policies supporting innovation and improvement in education need reliable data. This is why 
measuring innovation in education holds an essential place in the work of the CERI’s “Innovation Strategy 
for Education and Training”, launched as a contribution to the horizontal OECD Innovation Strategy. The 
pressing need for the measurement and the evaluation of innovation in education emerged also as one of 
the key messages from the recent OECD/France workshop Innovation strategy: education and 
competences held in December 2009.  

Following the first brainstorming organised in June 2009, and further discussion during OECD 
committees and working parties, the 2nd meeting on “Measuring Innovation in Education” convenes a 
small group of OECD country representatives and experts to develop a strategy and a statistical instrument 
for measuring innovation in education. The objectives of the meeting are to: 

• Select an approach to measure innovation in education 
• Formulate a preliminary structure for (a) draft questionnaire(s) 
• Take stock on what can be adapted from other ongoing initiatives 
• Define the next steps for developing a measurement instrument of innovation in education 

In June 2009, the first CERI brainstorming highlighted (a) the difficulty of defining and interpreting 
innovation, (b) the need to define and measure innovation against multiple objectives of education, (c) the 
difficulty of measuring innovation outcomes in an objective manner, especially if relying self-reported 
data, and (d) the relevance of the knowledge management approach to understanding the innovation 
process in education. The methodological approach proposed by the Secretariat builds on these 
conclusions. 

A number of ongoing initiatives, both at international and national level, are paving the way for the 
development of indictors for innovation in education. These included the UK NESTA Innovation Index 
project, the European Commission initiative to measure creativity, the Nordic initiative to measure 
innovation in the public sector, the MEADOW approach to organisational change, the London School of 
Economics Survey of Headteachers and the OECD Teaching and Learning International Survey (TALIS). 
The approach proposed by the Secretariat aims to be complementary to these initiatives and to build 
synergies with them. 
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AGENDA 

1. Measuring innovation in education: objectives, possibilities, feasibility 

This session aims to propose a way to measure innovation in education given other ongoing initiatives 
and practical constraints. For example, how should measurement deal with different levels of the education 
system, including the classroom level, the school level, the administrative level and the policy level? What 
should be the priorities in measuring innovation in education? Which levels of the education system are the 
most important to address in measuring innovation? Who are the best people to be surveyed? Should the 
measurement limit itself to only few types of innovation processes? 

Objectives: 

• Agree on a common understanding of measuring innovation in education from an educational 
standpoint 

• Take stock of the major practical constraints regarding the measurement approach 
• Select a feasible approach to measure innovation in education  

2.  Building blocks of a measurement instrument on innovation in education 

This session aims to define the building blocks of questionnaire(s) on the measurement of innovation 
in education. What aspects should the measurement address to cover innovation in administration, the use 
of technology, human resource management practices and/or classroom pedagogy? If we go for a multi-
level approach, what levels are the most relevant for the different topics addressed? 

Objectives: 

• Formulate a preliminary overall structure for (a) survey questionnaire(s)  
• Brainstorm in small groups on priority topics for the measurement questionnaire   

3. A first exploration of the details 

This session aims to build an overview on what needs to be done concretely to implement the selected 
approach to measure innovation in education. What can we adapt from other ongoing initiatives and how? 
What elements would need to be developed specifically for the questionnaire and how to go forward with 
that?  

Objectives: 

• Take stock of what can be adapted from other ongoing measurement initiatives 
• Identify what needs to be further developed for measuring innovation in education  

4.  Next steps in advancing the project on measuring innovation in education 

Objective: 

• Set a preliminary roadmap for developing the questionnaires on innovation in education 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

Julie Belanger, Directorate for Education, OECD 
• TALIS (OECD Teaching and Learning International Survey): www.oecd.org/edu/talis  

Carter Bloch, Dansk Center for Forskningsanalyse, Denmark   
• Nordic Initiative to Measure Innovation in the Public Sector: www.mepin.eu/  

Hans Burgmans, KPC Groep, Netherlands 
• KPC Groep: www.kpcgroep.nl/Overig/English.aspx   

Anders Hingel, Directorate-General for Education and Culture, European Commission  
• Education and Training: http://ec.europa.eu/education/index_en.htm  

Kiira Kärkkäinen, Directorate for Education, OECD 
• CERI Innovation Strategy for Education and Training: www.oecd.org/edu/innovation   

Szabolcs Klubuk, Directorate-General for Enterprise and Industry, European Commission  
• Innovation: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/index_en.htm   

Edward Lorenz, Université Sophia-Antipolis, France  
• MEADOW (Measuring the Dynamics of Organisation and Work): www.meadow-project.eu/   

Brian MacAulay, NESTA (National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts), United Kingdom 
• Innovation Index: www.innovationindex.org.uk/  

Cristina Marcone, Directorate-General for Education and Culture, European Commission  
• Education and Training: http://ec.europa.eu/education/index_en.htm  

Claude Sauvageot, Ministry of Education, France 
• Directorate of Evaluation, Forecast and Performance: 

http://www.education.gouv.fr/cid1180/direction-evaluation-prospective-performance.html  

Manuel Souto, Department of Education, University of Bath 
•  Staff Profile: http://www.bath.ac.uk/education/people/profiles/msoutootero.html  

Dirk Van Damme, Directorate for Education, OECD 
• CERI: www.oecd.org/edu/ceri      

Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin, Directorate for Education, OECD 
• CERI Innovation Strategy for Education and Training: www.oecd.org/edu/innovation 
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