
 

 

Facilitators, speakers and panels 

（in alphabetical order） 

 
Facilitators Name / bio Message 

      

IKEGAMI Akira 

Born in Nagano in 1950.  He worked as a reporter 
for NHK Enterprises, Inc, appeared on the TV 
program “Shukan Kodomo News (Weekly children 
news)”. He currently reports the contemporary 
history as a freelance journalist. He also works as 
a professor at Tokyo Institute of Technology since 
2012. 

I keenly realize the strength of Japan 
through learning the contemporary 
Japanese history. I believe that Tohoku and 
Japan will certainly recover. Let’s think 
about it together.  

 

ISOZAKI Michiyoshi  
He is an artist who gives oppotunities for people to 
realize a new point of view and induce their curiousity  
through his various kinds of art works. E.g. “Parachute 
and Makio” aims to exchange letters among strangers. 
“DOME Project” create a huge balloon with participants. 
 

I am an artist living in Niseko, Hokkaido. We 
will create a big dome-shoped balloon 
together and talk about our “future”. We can 
get inside of it and play when it’s completed. 
Let’s catch our bright future with creativity.   

 
 

LIM Edmund 

Before becoming a principal of an elementary 
school with 994 children, Edmund served as a 
vice-principal in 2 schools. When Edmund was a 
teacher, he specialized in teaching Social Studies. 
He taught teachers and student teachers in the 
National Institute of Education for 4 years too. He 
also worked on projects with the University of 
Tokyo professors. He wrote books for children and 
adults.   

I am an educator and I have learnt a lot 
from Japan. I love Japan. I believe in the 
strength of the Japanese people. I hope that 
the people of Tohoku will successfully 
recover. I send my best wishes, especially 
to the wonderful children of Tohoku. Please 
keep up the positive spirit! 

 

MITANI Kouji 
Mr. Koji Mitani is a professor at KIT Toranomon Graduate 
School, visiting professor in Waseda University and Globis. He 
studied Physics at the University of Tokyo and Business in 
INSEAD.  He started his career in business as a business 
consultant at BCG in 1987 and moved to Accenture in 1996. 
He led its Strategy Group in Japan from 2003-06 and 
contributed to its rapid expansion to 220 professionals. After 
2007, he dedicated himself to academic and educational 
activities, especially for children, parents and teachers. So far, 
he has written 14 books in business and educational 
topics.His areas of expertise and topics of interest include 
business strategy, creative thinking and logical 
thinking/communication for children and parents. 

You can expand your world if you try to connect 
the people in the world.  You can create your 
future if you have enough courage and skills of 
creative and logical thinking.  Do not stay in 
anguish; just keep on thinking and moving. 

 



 

MIURA Hiroki 

Born and grown up in Fukushima. His specialty is 
Art education and Cultural activity. He holds a 
program called “Shizen Taiken Gakushu(Learning 
through the experience in the natural 
environment)” with 100 students. 

I have been working as a volunteer after the 
earthquake. Children in Tohoku looks fine 
but I perceive that they endures a lot.Let’s 
make March 26, 2012 as the day of 
“Beginning of recovery by children” and 
convert the ability to endure suffering and 
sorrow into the ability to creat our future!!!  

 

NAGI Taisei 

Since graduated from Waseda university in 1986, 
he has been working for TV man union. He 
directed and produced many TV programs such 
as “Cikyu ZIGZAG”, “Sekai Ururun Taizaiki”, etc. 
He currently produces documentary programs 
such as “Jyonetsu Tairiku”, “NHK special”, and 
“Hivision Tokushu”, etc.  

You have the wonderful heritage, culture 
and heart in Tohoku that we Japanese can 
proud of.  Let’s have the courage to 
promote the attaractiveness of Tohoku 
together! 

 

UCHIDA Kazunari 

He is a former director of Boston Consulting 
Group in Japan. He is currently teaching business 
strategy and leadership at Waseda business 
school. He is a coach for managers of companies 
giving them advice on management. 

I will support you and give you advice from 
the point of view (which can sometimes be 
critical,  surprising) of a consultant.   I give 
my best wishes to you! 

 

WEIL Gad 
Setting up of La Fonderie, a Living Media agency specialised in 
events production (gathering la Fonderie 
d’Evénements and la Fonderie d’Evénements Publics), Pantin, 
January 1st 2007 
Buyout of Laurus International, 2000 
Setting up of the Agency WMEvénements, 1987 

<<Votre jeunesse, vos idées et 
mon 
expérience seront ensemble les 
ingrédients d’un grand succès.  
 
(Your youthfulness and your 
ideas together 
with my experience will make 
the 
ingredients of a big success.)>> 



 

 

 
 

 

Panels Name/bio Messages 

 

MARUYAMA Kuniji 
Born in 1937. After graduated from Rikkyo 
university, faculty of economics in 1961, he 
started working for Kao corporation. 
Completed Summer Graduate School of 
Business at Stanford university in 1972. 
Became a manager of the international 
department in 1979 after working as a 
planning manager, Associate director of Kao 
USA Inc in 1980, Director of Nivea Kao,   
Director of  MARUYAMA NORI. Co. in 1991, 
Ltd, a sub chief director of NPO Golden 
Academy in 2004, executive of Heros 
Edutainment in 2006. He located 
“Jyugetsudo” in Paris in 2008 which sells 
Japanese green tea and was reported by 
about 150 media companies. 
 

Let’s promote the culture of Japan through 
OECD Tohoku school, become a bridge 
between Japan and the world and design 
your own wonderful future! 

 

SUZUKI Kan 
He studied at  The University of Sydney, 
worked for the Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry and as an assistant professor at 
Keio University SFC. He has been seated in 
the House of Representatives and have been 
installed as the Vice Minister of the Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology.He supported free tuition 
fee at public high schools, sweeping reform 
of scholarship,  establishment of The Basic 
Act on Sport, and Community School 
activities. His lifework is the “Jukugi” activity 
to create education policies and education 
environment through conversations with 
teachers and parents and the “Suzukan 
seminar” where he holds at universities. He 
wrote many books including “Jukugi de nihon 
no kyoiku wo kanngaeru”(Think about 
education in Japan through discussion and 
deliberation).  

I always receive energy through talking with 
young people. I earnestly wish for Japan’s 
recovery and to create new Japan with you. 
I am looking forward to meeting you all.   


