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expressed and arguments employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the 

Organisation or of the governments of its member countries. 

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over 

any territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any 

territory, city or area. 

 

This annex presents the approaches of individual OECD review countries for funding early childhood 

and school education. Country profiles describe national frameworks for the distribution of funding 

for current and capital expenditure. They illustrate the financial flows across levels of administration 

and the allocation mechanisms used to determine and distribute funding to school providers and to 

individual schools. This does not include information on funding targeted at individual students. 

Country profiles present information for 2016 and draw primarily on the data countries provided for 

the review’s qualitative survey of school funding frameworks as well as country background reports 

of participating countries and country review reports conducted by the School Resources Review.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The country profile is drawn from: 

OECD (2017), "Country profiles", in The Funding of School Education: Connecting Resources and 

Learning, OECD Publishing, Paris, http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276147-10-en. 

 

Further information can be found on the project website: 

www.oecd.org/education/schoolresourcesreview.htm 
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Governance of the education system is mainly shared between the central government and schools. 

The Ministry of Education, Science and Sport is responsible for drafting, evaluating and implementing 

regulations and outlining national programmes in education. Pre-school education (ISCED 0) is provided 

by public and private kindergartens for students aged one to six – the starting age of compulsory basic 

education. Public kindergartens are founded by local authorities (municipalities). Primary and lower 

secondary education (ISCED 1-2) is organised in a single-structure nine-year basic school attended by 

students aged 6 to 15 years. Public basic schools (ISCED 1-2) are established by municipalities, while the 

system of upper secondary education (ISCED 3) is governed by central education authorities. The central 

level is the predominant funder in the areas of basic school (ISCED 1-2 [82%]) and upper secondary 

education (ISCED 3 [99%]), while the municipalities mainly finance pre-school education (ISCED 0 

[92%]). For basic and upper secondary schools (ISCED 1-3), the local level can give additional funds for 

higher standards of education and other additional services. 

For in-depth information on school funding in Slovenia, see the country background report 

(www.oecd.org/education/schoolresourcesreview.htm).  
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Current expenditure 

A lump sum from the central to the local level for use at the discretion of local authorities not specifically 

for education 

Education 
level 

Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the 
grant 

ISCED 0-3 Lump sum from the 

central authority to 
local authorities 

Funds not specifically 
targeted at education 

Not specified 

A set of earmarked grants to public pre-schools and basic schools  

Education 
level 

Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the 
grant 

ISCED 0 Earmarked grant from 

the central authority to 
pre-schools 

For students with special 
educational needs in 
kindergartens founded by the 
central level; extra costs with 
bilingual classes for Italian 
and Hungarian national 
communities and Romani 
children; 50% of salaries for 
kindergarten teachers who 
work in hospital kindergartens 

Administrative discretion 

ISCED 0 Earmarked grant from 

local authorities to 
pre-schools 

For any type of expenditure Administrative discretion 

ISCED 1-2 Restricted block 
grant from the central 
authority to schools 

For operating costs directly 
related with the educational 
programme 

 

Funding formula 

● Number of students 

● School location (in the case of 
funds for professional 
development of teachers) 

● Number of teachers 

● Characteristics of teachers 
(e.g. qualification) 

● Students with special 
educational needs 

● Students’ linguistic background 

ISCED 1-2 Restricted block 
grant from local 

authorities to schools 

For operating costs not 
directly related with the 
educational programme, and 
additional funds  

Administrative discretion 

ISCED 1-2 Earmarked grant from 

the central authority to 
local authorities 

For transport of students to 
schools in areas with brown 
bears 

Administrative discretion, 
Historical basis 
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A block grant combined with earmarked grants to upper secondary schools 

Education 
level 

Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the 
grant 

ISCED 3 Block grant from the 

central authority to 
schools 

For any type of expenditure, 
except for students with SEN 
and organisation of the 
school meals 

Funding formula 

● Number of students 

● Type of education offered 

ISCED 3 Earmarked grant from 

the central authority to 
schools 

For funding additional costs 
with students with SEN and 
organisation of school meals 

Funding formula 

● Number of students with special 
educational needs 

● Number of students with 
supported school meal 

ISCED 3 Earmarked grant from 

local authorities to 
schools 

Additional funds for higher 
standard of education and 
other additional services 

Administrative discretion 

Capital expenditure 

Education 
level 

Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the 
grant 

ISCED 0-3 Discretionary funding 

by local authorities  

 

For infrastructure 
construction, renovation and 
maintenance, 
non-instructional and 
instructional material  

Administrative discretion 

ISCED 0-2 Discretionary funding 

from the central 
authority to local 
authorities 

For partial financing of 
capital investment 

Administrative discretion 

ISCED 3 Competition for funds 
and discretionary 
funding (for urgent 

cases) guaranteed by 
the central authority 

For infrastructure 
construction, renovation and 
maintenance, 
non-instructional and 
instructional material 

Schools compete for funds 

In urgent cases that need immediate 
investment, e.g. leaking roof, leaking 
pipes, etc. 
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Notes 

Earmarked grant from the central authority to local authorities for transport of students to schools 

in areas with brown bears (ISCED 1-2): The central level provides funds to municipalities for the 

transport of students that could be in danger on the way to or from school (if they walked) because of 

brown bears and other wild animals. These funds are only given to municipalities situated in the area of the 

habitat of the brown bear. The area is determined in the brown bear management strategy adopted in 2006. 

The transport is then organised by the municipalities which usually hire a transport company. Funds 

received by the municipalities are based on the number of students that use this type of transport. 

Discretionary funding by local authorities for infrastructure construction, renovation and 

maintenance, non-instructional and instructional material (ISCED 0-3): Local authorities are mainly 

responsible for capital expenditure at ISCED 0-2, exceptionally also at ISCED 3. 

Discretionary funding from the central authority to local authorities for partial financing of capital 

investment (ISCED 0-2): In schools of the Italian and Hungarian national communities, the central level 

covers 100% of the capital investment. 


