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This annex presents the approaches of individual OECD review countries for funding early childhood 

and school education. Country profiles describe national frameworks for the distribution of funding 

for current and capital expenditure. They illustrate the financial flows across levels of administration 

and the allocation mechanisms used to determine and distribute funding to school providers and to 

individual schools. This does not include information on funding targeted at individual students. 

Country profiles present information for 2016 and draw primarily on the data countries provided for 

the review’s qualitative survey of school funding frameworks as well as country background reports 

of participating countries and country review reports conducted by the School Resources Review.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The country profile is drawn from: 

OECD (2017), "Country profiles", in The Funding of School Education: Connecting Resources and 

Learning, OECD Publishing, Paris, http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276147-10-en. 

 

Further information can be found on the project website: 

www.oecd.org/education/schoolresourcesreview.htm 
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The central government and the central education authority (Ministry of Education and Science) are 

responsible for national education policy and the development of rules and methodologies of education 

system funding. School resources are distributed by the administration level (authority) that has the 

jurisdiction over the school/educational organisation. Therefore, funding from the local authority is 

distributed to ISCED 0-3 educational organisations that are under the local authority jurisdiction. Similarly, 

funding from the regional authority is distributed to ISCED 0-3 educational organisations that are under 

their jurisdiction, as well as to ISCED 3 pre-vocational and vocational and educational organisations that 

meet the needs of students with special educational needs. The major share of financial resources for 

educational organisations/schools comes from the local and regional budgets (over 70% of all spending on 

education) due to the fact that most of public schools are under the jurisdiction of local and regional 

authorities. Finally, funding from the central (republican) authority is distributed to ISCED 0-3 educational 

organisations that are under central jurisdiction. In terms of transfers across administration levels, general 

transfers can be transferred from the higher level budgets to the lower level budgets for equalising 

differences (subventions) in local revenues (per capita) and ensuring that all administration levels have 

enough resources, whereas targeted transfers are used for the implementation of specific reforms or 

initiatives, indicated in government programmes. 

A proposed reform to school funding, specifically the introduction of a per student funding formula, 

was postponed and currently the approbation takes place in 73 schools (Years 1-11). The State Programme 

of Education and Science Development in the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2016-19 states that per student 

funding formula is to be implemented in 2019. The proposed reform would include a school-specific 

transfer for current expenditures from the central administrative level to each school via the respective 

regional and local authority. 

For in-depth information on school funding in Kazakhstan, see the OECD country review report 

(http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264245891-en) and the country background report 

(www.oecd.org/education/schoolresourcesreview.htm).  
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http://www.oecd.org/education/schoolresourcesreview.htm


 3 

Current expenditure: Earmarked grants and discretionary funding from the central to the regional 

level, and the regional to the local level, and annual grants and earmarked grants from authorities at 

each administration level to their own schools 

From central to regional authorities 

Education level Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the grant 

ISCED 0-3 Earmarked grant 

from central to 
regional authorities 

For equalising 
differences in regional 
revenues and 
implementing specific 
government 
programmes and 
initiatives  

Administrative discretion, Negotiated 
process, Based on historical 
expenditures and according to differences 
in regional revenues 

 

ISCED 0-3 Discretionary 
funding from 

central to regional 
authorities 

For financing school 
construction and 
operational costs of 
specific schools not 
covered by regional 
budget 

Administrative discretion, Negotiated 
process, Based on historical 
expenditures 

From regional to local authorities 

Education level Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the grant 

ISCED 0-3 Earmarked grant 

from regional to 
local authorities 

For equalising 
differences in local 
revenues and 
implementing specific 
government 
programmes and 
initiatives  

Administrative discretion, Negotiated 
process, Based on historical 
expenditures and according to differences 
in local revenues 

 

ISCED 0-3 Discretionary 
funding from 

regional to local 
authorities 

For financing school 
construction and 
operational costs of 
specific schools not 
covered by local 
budget 

Administrative discretion, Negotiated 
process, Based on historical 
expenditures 
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From authorities at each administration level to their own schools 

Education level Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the grant 

ISCED 0-3 Annual grant from 

either central, 
regional or local 
authorities (as 
school providers) to 
schools (schools 
receive funding 
from the 
administrative level 
directly responsible 
for their operation) 

For any type of 
current expenditure 

Administrative discretion and 
negotiations. In accordance with the 

schools’ annual budget calls, the 
administrative levels’ annual financial plan 
and based on historical expenditures 

ISCED 0-3 Earmarked grant 

from central or 
regional authorities 
to regional or local 
administrations (as 
school providers) 
and schools 

For equalising 
differences in 
regional/local 
revenues and 
implementing specific 
government 
programmes and 
initiatives 

Administrative discretion, Negotiated 
process; Based on historical 
expenditures 

Capital expenditure: discretion from each administrative level based on an assessment of needs 

Education level Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the grant 

ISCED 0-3 Earmarked grant 

from the central 
budget and 
National Fund 
(2015-17) 

 

Infrastructure 
construction, 
maintenance and 
renovation 

Instructional material 

Administrative discretion based on the 
assessment of needs  

 

ISCED 0-3 Ad hoc decisions, 
negotiations and 
discretionary 
funding from either 

the central, regional 
or local authority  

Infrastructure 
construction, 
maintenance and 
renovation 

 

Administrative discretion based on the 
assessment of needs 
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Notes 

Earmarked grant from central to regional authorities for equalising differences in regional 

revenues and implementing specific government programmes and initiatives (ISCED 0-3): The amount 

of the transfer is provided strictly according to an annual financial plan of the region, which includes a 

budgetary application with detailed information on the need of funding. Central (republican) funding is 

directed towards the regions, and then further to the local level. The amount of finances cannot be freely 

regulated by the regions. In case the budget is not fully spent, the surplus is returned to the regional level, 

and then further to the central (republican) level. 

Capital expenditure (ISCED 0-3): Funding for capital expenditures in schools is mainly guaranteed 

by ad hoc decisions and discretionary funding. According to the State Programme for Education and 

Science Development for 2016-19, the top priorities are to decrease the number of schools that provide 

triple-shift education, to decrease the number of schools that are in state of emergency and to decrease the 

student place deficit. These are the schools that receive funding first. 

 


