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This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over 

any territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any 
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This annex presents the approaches of individual OECD review countries for funding early childhood 

and school education. Country profiles describe national frameworks for the distribution of funding 

for current and capital expenditure. They illustrate the financial flows across levels of administration 

and the allocation mechanisms used to determine and distribute funding to school providers and to 

individual schools. This does not include information on funding targeted at individual students. 

Country profiles present information for 2016 and draw primarily on the data countries provided for 

the review’s qualitative survey of school funding frameworks as well as country background reports 

of participating countries and country review reports conducted by the School Resources Review.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The country profile is drawn from: 

OECD (2017), "Country profiles", in The Funding of School Education: Connecting Resources and 

Learning, OECD Publishing, Paris, http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276147-10-en. 

 

Further information can be found on the project website: 

www.oecd.org/education/schoolresourcesreview.htm 
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Czech Republic 

At the central level, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MŠMT) establishes the legal 

framework for the school system and sets parameters for the organisation of schooling. At the regional 

level, the 14 Czech self-governing regions are responsible for setting long-term development plans for their 

school systems. They are primarily responsible for organising upper secondary educational provision 

(ISCED 3) and they distribute the central funding for “teaching costs” to all schools in their region, 

including those run by local authorities (municipalities). Czech municipalities are the most common public 

school providers (founders) of basic education schools (ISCED 0 [98%], ISCED 1 [92%], ISCED 2 

[80%]). However, less than half (2 560) of the municipalities operate more than one school. On the other 

hand, regions are the most common public school providers (founders) of ISCED 3 schools (94%). 

Although municipalities are primarily responsible for providing basic education, in 2013/14, 4.6% of 

students in the second stage of basic education (lower secondary education) were in schools run by the 

Czech regions, following either eight-year programmes (4.1%) or six-year programmes in a gymnasium, 

that is, an academic secondary school. In 1990, an amendment to the Education Act introduced the 

possibility to establish privately-managed schools. This includes “church schools” and “private schools”. 

For in-depth information on school funding in the Czech Republic, see the OECD country review 

report (http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264262379-en) and the country background report 

(www.oecd.org/education/schoolresourcesreview.htm). 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264262379-en
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Current expenditure: Restricted block grants from the central level to regions and from regions to 

schools and additional discretionary funding at the sub-central levels 

Education level Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of grant Basis to determine the level of the grant 

ISCED 0-3 Restricted block 
grant from the 

central level to 
regional authorities  

For direct costs with 
school education 

Negotiated process, funding formula 

- Profile of student population 

- Characteristics of school network 

ISCED 0-3 Restricted block 
grant from regional 

authorities to 
schools 

To cover direct costs 
(teacher salaries, 
learning support staff 
involved in 
instructional activities, 
textbooks and 
teaching aids, teacher 
further professional 
development, support 
for students with SEN 
and special needs 
schools) 

Varies. Negotiated process, but each 
region decides the exact funding formula. 
Typically these include: 

- Number of students 

- School size 

- School location 

- Specific infrastructure 

- Level of education provided 

- Fields of education provided 

- General or vocational education 

- Grade level  

- Students with SEN 

ISCED 0-3 Discretionary 
funding from 

regional or local 
authorities (as 
school providers) to 
schools  

Additional funds to 
cover operational 
costs (maintenance of 
schools, energy 
expenditures, 
communal services 
and small repairs) 

At the discretion of school providers 
which may rely on funding formulas 

- Based on an assessment of needs  

 

Capital expenditure: infrastructure investment programme and ad hoc decisions at the discretion of the 

school provider 

Education level Allocation 
mechanism 

Purpose of funds Basis to determine the level of the grant 

ISCED 0-3 Infrastructure 
investment 
programme at the 

responsibility of the 
central education 
authority and 
central authority 
(the Ministry of 
Regional 
Development for 
the investment of 
EU funds)  

For infrastructure 
construction  

Assessment of needs 

ISCED 0-3 Annual grants and 
ad hoc decisions 

For infrastructure 
construction, 
renovation and 
maintenance and 
the provision of 
instructional and 
non-instructional 
equipment 

At the discretion of the regional and local 
authorities in their role as school providers, 
Assessment of needs 

 

  



 4 

Notes 

Restricted block grant from regional authorities to schools to cover direct costs (ISCED 0-3): Each 

of the fourteen regions develops a funding formula to allocate funding to regional and municipal schools. 

There may be negotiations between regional and local authorities regarding the allocation to municipal 

schools. Regional funding formulas vary, but typically include the criteria presented in the table. 

Discretionary funding from regional or local authorities (as school providers) to schools to cover 

operational costs (ISCED 0-3): Schools at ISCED 1-2 (most managed by local authorities) have several 

sources of funding. Besides the allocation for direct costs from the regional budget, there are i) additional 

funding for direct costs (negotiated between the municipal and the regional levels, in their function as 

school provider [founder]); ii) add-ons to direct costs from the municipal budget; and iii) funding for 

operational, fully financed from the municipal budget. 


