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THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF  

THE THOMAS J. ALEXANDER FELLOWSHIP AND ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

7-8 November 2017 

Paris 

 

 

Expected results from meeting 

A. Building on the Second Annual Meeting, continue dialogue between Thomas J. Alexander Fellows, 

Open Society Foundations (OSF) and different OECD initiatives regarding the aims of the Fellowship 

Programme.  

B. In the context of SDG4 and strengthening accountability for delivering this as well as emerging trends 

in global education, further define a research agenda for the future, including for the Thomas J. Alexander 

Fellowship and its alumni association, to provide evidence-based analysis relating to education policy and 

practice. 

C. Reflecting on OSF’s experience and priorities and the experience of Fellows and OECD, identify key 

opportunities for strengthening the use of evidence-based analysis in education and skills policy making. 

D. Present and discuss recently completed and current work being conducted by the Fellows and OECD 

and provide the opportunity for peer review in the form of dialogue and discuss how best to help education 

leaders enhance policies and practices to maximise impact on student learning. 

E. Review ongoing activities in the Fellowship Programme and discuss next steps for the Programme for 

the coming year.  

Participants 

 OECD: Directorate for Education and Skills, the Directorate for Employment,  Labour and Social 

Affairs (ELS) and Public Governance (GOV) 

 Open Society Foundations: Education Support Programme and National Foundations 

 Thomas J. Alexander Fellows: João Galvão Bacchetto, Gabriela Moriconi, John Jerrim, William 

Schmidt, Henry Braun, Tommaso Agasisti, Przemyslaw Biecek, Samuel Greiff, Seong Won Han, 

Daniel Caro, Darleen Opfer, William Smith, Joel Rapp, Barbara LeRoy, Jia He, Alper Dinçer, 

Antonio Villar, Anna Katyn Chmielewski, Alvaro Choi, Nicholas Spaull, Fabian Barrera 

Pedemonte, Denise Reis Costa, Ellen Boeren, Ozge Bilgili, North Cooc.  
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Tuesday 7 November 2017 

1. Meeting of the Fellowship Alumni Association 

Following introductions, the OECD and OSF will make some opening remarks on the policy impact and the various 

actions taken in the Fellowship Programme since the last meeting of the Alumni Association.  

10:00 – 10:30 Introductions 

 Opening Remarks from the OECD 

 OECD Directorate for Education and Skills, Yuri Belfali 

 Opening Remarks from the Open Society Foundations 

 Education Support Program, Hugh McLean 

10:30-10:45 Tour de table - discussion 

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee break 

2. - Idea Factory 

In four breakout groups, each containing a balanced mix of Fellows, OSF representatives and OECD representatives, 

participants will be asked to work through a selected topic (see below) and to formulate responses to the questions 

posed. Guidance notes will be provided to each group to facilitate their discussions and it is expected that 

participants will draw on their respective experiences as researchers, OSF officials and OECD officials to formulate 

their responses. Each group will then present their respective responses to the plenary for discussion. 

11:00 – 12:30 Discussions in breakout groups 

1. Strengthening 

accountability for 

delivering SDG4 

2. Emerging trends in global 

education and policy 

responses 

3. The use of evidence in 

education and skills policy 

making 

4. Policies and 

practices to 

maximise student 

learning  

12:30-14:00 Lunch break 

14:00 – 15:00 Reporting back to the plenary  

15:00- 15:45 Presentation by Francesca Borgonovi of the Strength through Diversity 

project - the Integration of Immigrants and Refugees in School and 

Training Systems. This project aims to identify a new set of indicators that are 

relevant to examine how societies have responded and are responding to the 

risk to social cohesion posed by international migration to: create improved 

data infrastructures that support the development of strong evidence, analyse 

existing policy responses and the conditions under which they achieve their 

objectives, and stimulate a discussion among key stakeholders on opportunities 

for peer learning and collaboration. 

15:45-16:00 Coffee break 

3. Fellows’ forum 

In the past year Fellows have produced work on socioeconomic disparities in academic achievement; the evolution of 

the gender gap in proficiency along the lifecycle; the impact of the PISA sample eligibility on coverage; teacher 

https://www.slideshare.net/secret/7U71G9xZeU9FXf
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/7U71G9xZeU9FXf
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/7U71G9xZeU9FXf
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development and classroom practices; Brazilian students' performance in PISA 2015; and immigrants’ lifelong 

learning participation patterns. Some of the Fellows responsible for this work have requested an opportunity to share 

with the group their recently completed and ongoing projects and to receive feedback from their peers in the 

Fellowship, OSF and the OECD. Depending on the number of fellows wishing to share their work they will each be 

granted twenty minutes to present their projects in plenary or in break out groups which will be followed by thirty 

minutes of feedback. During the feedback portion, OSF and the OECD will identify opportunities for fellows to 

engage with key stakeholders or provide insight on key areas where further capacity or work is needed. 

16:00 – 18:00 Fellows presenting their work and receiving feedback from peers 

Using TIMSS and PISA 

Data to Strengthen 

Comparability of 

Background Variables in 

Cross-Cultural 

Comparisons 
Fabian Barrera-Pedemonte 

Infrastructure Report 

with a Focus on 

Disadvantaged Adults 
Ellen Boeren 

Exploring Response 

Patterns in Problem-

Solving Items Using 

Process Data: Insights 

from Log Files of PSTRE 

in PIAAC 
Qiwei He 

The “CHARM” Policy 

Analysis Framework: 

Evaluation of Policies to 

Promote Immigrant 

Students’ Resilience 
Özge Bilgili 

Wednesday 8 November 

4. On-going activities in the Fellowship Programme and next steps  

Michael Ward and Daniel Pop will briefly outline the current status and future directions of the Fellowship 

Programme and the OECD-OSF partnership in education more generally. Participants will then divide into five 

breakout groups to discuss possible next steps for the Fellowship Programme, including the Fellows’ potential 

involvement in the PISA for Development project during 2018. Guidance notes will be provided to facilitate the 

discussion in the groups. 

09:30-10:45 On-going activities in the Fellowship Programme and next steps – plenary 

followed by five breakout groups: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)  

Fellows potential 

support for PISA-D 

Research ideas for 

PISA 2018 analysis 

and possible support 

to PISA 2018 

countries from the 

Fellowship 

Programme 

Research ideas for TALIS 

2018, analysis and possible 

support to TALIS 2018 

countries from the 

Fellowship 

Research ideas 

for the next 

cycle of PIAAC 

and possible 

support to 

PIAAC 

countries 

Plans for 

2018 

Alumni 

meeting. 

10:45-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-12:00 Breakout groups report back to plenary (10 minutes for each group followed by 

discussion) 

12:00-12:30 Next steps and meeting conclusion - Michael Ward, Daniel Pop and Education 

Support  Programme Chair 

12:30-14:00 Lunch break and travel to PGB meeting location 

https://www.slideshare.net/secret/JEkq1L8hYweaMJ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/JEkq1L8hYweaMJ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/JEkq1L8hYweaMJ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/JEkq1L8hYweaMJ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/JEkq1L8hYweaMJ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/JEkq1L8hYweaMJ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/3UScWhsLflE0v
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/3UScWhsLflE0v
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/3UScWhsLflE0v
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/ywoOFmE77V4ptX
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/ywoOFmE77V4ptX
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/ywoOFmE77V4ptX
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/ywoOFmE77V4ptX
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/ywoOFmE77V4ptX
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/ywoOFmE77V4ptX
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/5q6B1QKGr9xR4D
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/5q6B1QKGr9xR4D
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/5q6B1QKGr9xR4D
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/5q6B1QKGr9xR4D
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/5q6B1QKGr9xR4D


 4 

14:30-17:00 A selection of Thomas J. Alexander fellows presenting their recent research to 

the PISA Governing Board.  

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME: RECENT WORK FROM FELLOWS 

USING PISA DATA 

8 November 2017 

CC5 

OECD Conference Centre, Paris 

About the Fellowship 

The Thomas J. Alexander Fellowship Programme seeks to develop and support improvements in education 

quality and equity, particularly in emerging economies, by exploiting the knowledge base and data from  

flagship OECD surveys such as the Programme for International Student Assessement (PISA), the 

Teaching and Learning International Survey (TALIS) and the Survey of Adult Skills (PIAAC). It does so 

in four ways: 

1. Supporting quantitative research to provide evidence-based analysis relating to education policy 

and practice. 

2. Strengthening the use of such anaylsis in policy making. 

3. Helping education leaders modify their practices to maximise its impact on student learning. 

4. Opening a space for dialogue between governments, civil society and education stakeholders on 

emerging trends in global education. 

 

Aims of the meeting 

 

In conjunction with the annual meeting of the Thomas J. Alexander Fellowship Programme, selected 

fellows have been invited to share recent research based on PISA data with members of the PISA 

Governing Board. The aims of this meeting are to: 

 

1. Update PGB members on the work of the Fellowship 

2. Provide a space for dialogue between PGB members, fellows and OECD officials 

3. Provide PGB members with ideas for secondary analysis 

4. Explore ways in which PISA is being used in research in support of policy making. 

Participants 

 PISA Governing Board Members 

 Open Society Foundations: Education Support Programme and National Foundations 

 Thomas J. Alexander Fellows 

 OECD Secretariat 



 5 

Wednesday 8 November 2017 

2. Opening Remarks 

Following introductions, the OECD and OSF will make some opening remarks on the policy impact and the various 

actions taken in the Fellowship Programme in the past year.  

14:00 – 14:15 Introductions 

 Opening Remarks from the OECD 

 OECD Directorate for Education and Skills, Andreas Schleicher 

 Opening Remarks from the Open Society Foundations 

 Education Support Program, Hugh McLean 

2. – Coverage, Equity, Going National 

This first panel will include Thomas J. Alexander Fellows who have been looking at national assessements, at the 

question of coverage in PISA, particularly in emerging economies and how PISA can help contribute to equity. 

 

14:15 – 15:45 Panel Presentations chaired by Andreas Schleicher, OECD Directorate for 

Education and Skills 

Nicholas Spaull 

The presentation will cover the 

impact of PISA sample eligibility 

on PISA results and their 

interpretation using Turkey (2003-

2012) as a case study. 

 

John Jerrim 

How do changes to the PISA scaling 

model impact upon measures of 

equity? A work in progress 

Denise Reis Costa 

The experience of Brazil in PISA 

15:45-16:00 Coffee break 

3. – Innovative research using PISA data 

This second panel will include Thomas J. Alexander Fellows who have been using PISA data for innovative research. 

It aims to give PGB members  a better understanding of the kinds of secondary analysis that can be conducted using 

the data.  

 

16:00 – 17:30  Panel Presentations chaired by Andreas Schleicher, OECD Directorate for 

Education and Skills 

Qiwei He 

Understanding students’ cognitive 

process through sequence actions in 

problem solving using process data 

recorded in scenario-based 

simulation 

Tommaso Agasisti 

How schools can help disadvantaged 

students to succeed in education? A 

statistical analysis of "resilient 

students" in Pisa 2015 

Seong Won Han 

Who wants to have a career in 

teaching? Trends between PISA 

2006 and PISA 2015 

https://www.slideshare.net/secret/NYhIvOkyKnv61i
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/NYhIvOkyKnv61i
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/NYhIvOkyKnv61i
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/NYhIvOkyKnv61i
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/NYhIvOkyKnv61i
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/CUB4L1tq04d5DZ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/CUB4L1tq04d5DZ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/CUB4L1tq04d5DZ
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/FAyqbCUfqgJOVc
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/Cw8gjiZ7ll8mjY
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/Cw8gjiZ7ll8mjY
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/Cw8gjiZ7ll8mjY
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/Cw8gjiZ7ll8mjY
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/Cw8gjiZ7ll8mjY
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/MK7eYYnIWsfZx0
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/MK7eYYnIWsfZx0
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/MK7eYYnIWsfZx0
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/MK7eYYnIWsfZx0
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4. - Closing Remarks 

The chair, Andreas Schleicher, will provide a brief summary of the exchanges which took place in the two panels, 

drawing on both information provided by the fellows and feedback received from the PISA Governing board before 

handing over to OSF and the OECD for closing remarks. 

17:30-17:45 Closing remarks by the Chair 

17:45-18:00 Closing Remarks from the Open Society Foundations 

 Education Support Program, Hugh McLean 

18:00-20:00 Cocktail reception, OECD Atrium  

 

 

 


