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A major policy initiative underway at the OECD, the Innovation Strategy, offers a cross-government 
approach to help countries capture the economic and social benefits of innovation in a new era. 
Innovation is defined as the introduction of a new or significantly improved product, process, 
organisation or marketing method. The OECD Centre for Educational Research and Innovation 
co-leads the human capital pillar of the innovation strategy, with a new project focusing on two 
strands: 

 Education and skills for innovation 
 Innovation and improvement in education 

 

New working paper: Assessment and innovation in education (click here) 

While necessary, assessment based on high-stake examinations often acts as an incentive to teach or 
study “to the test”. It may thus limit risk-taking by teachers, students and parents, and be an obstacle 
to innovation in education and to the acquisition of higher-order skills for innovation. The problem 
may be amplified if a system of accountability and incentives uses the results of these examinations 
and tests to assess teachers and schools. What should be done to ensure that the methods used to 
assess education systems do not stifle the risk-taking inherent to innovation? Prepared by Janet 
Looney for the OECD Secretariat, this report reviews the evidence and proposes three main ways of 
combining assessment and innovation: 1) developing a wide range of performance measurements for 
both students and schools; 2) rethinking the alignment of standards and assessment; and 
3) measuring the impact of assessments on teaching and learning. 

Your feedback matters: please write to us 

 Do you have supporting or conflicting country evidence on the issues discussed? 

 Could you point us to existing (or planned) assessments that stimulate innovation and 
improvement in education? 

 Could you point us to assessments that stimulate critical thinking, problem solving, and other 
higher-order skills? 

Other news 

 Participating countries as of July: Australia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, the 
Netherlands, the United States (New York City and Washington D.C.). Some other countries (or 
public authorities) have informally expressed their interest in actively participating.  

 The presentations and summary report of the initial OECD/Germany workshop on “Advancing 
Innovation: Human Resources, Education and Training” can be downloaded from: 
www.oecd.org/edu/innovation/bonnseminar 

 The OECD educationtoday lighthouse was launched on 25 June 2009 to leverage the collective 
intelligence of the global education community in shaping the post-crisis economy and society. 
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