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Canada — Overview 

• Highly diverse culturally, with more than 200 ethnic 

origins and 200 first languages (2006 census)  

• Two major linguistic groups and two official languages: 

English and French  

• Over 57% of the population have English as their first 

language and almost 22% have French as their first 

language (2006)  

• Majority of francophones in Canada live in Quebec, 

where 79% have French as their mother tongue 

• Almost 4% of the Canadian population self-identify as 

Aboriginal (First Nations) 



Canada’s Education Systems 



Steering 

 

• Provincial/territorial ministry of education (minister, 

deputy minister, civil servants): 

– Legislation (education acts, statutes, regulations) 

– Policy 

– Assessment and accountability 

• School boards/districts (elected school trustees): 

– Curriculum implementation 

– Operation and administration (personnel, 

enrolment, infrastructure) 

 

 



Funding 

• Public expenditure on public education ($78 billion): 

– 16 percent of total public expenditures ($41 billion 

on elementary and secondary education; $32 

billion on PSE; $5 billion on other) 

• Funding for K–12 education: 

– Provincial/territorial governments, using formulas 

to tailor funding to local needs 

– Combination of provincial/territorial governments 

and municipal/school board taxes 

• Funding for postsecondary education: 

– Provincial/territorial governments, plus portion of 

transfer payment from federal government 



Prince Edward Island 

• PEI is the smallest province in Canada  

– Population of 140,000, with 20,000 students in two school 

boards (1 English and 1 French) 

– Percent of total public expenditures ($229 million on 

elementary and secondary education; $85 million on PSE) 

– In light of our size, we are pleased to see the significant 

positive upward trend in reading and mathematics evident 

in the release of PCAP 2013 on October 7, 2014. 

• Funding for postsecondary education: 

– 1 university and two colleges provide post-secondary 

education programs  

– These institutions receive  approximately 87% of their 

funding from the PEI government  



Prince Edward Island 
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