MEXICO CITY, 6-7 JULY 2015

GLOBAL DIALOGUE ON THE
FUTURE OF PRODUCTIVITY:
TOWARDS AN OECD
PRODUCTIVITY NETWORK
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

VENUE

Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores
(Secretariat of Foreign Affairs)
Plaza Juárez # 20, Colonia Centro
Delegación Cuauhtémoc, México D.F.
06010, México D.F.

HOTEL

Hilton Mexico City Reforma Hotel
Address : Av. Juárez 70, Cuauhtemoc, Centro, Ciudad de México, D.F.
 Special rate with event code GRCCPR
 Contact information: MEXRF_Reservaciones@hilton.com or
by phone +52 55 51 30 5300
 Please use the subject “Productivity Summit/Cumbre
Productividad”
 Deadline: June 28 (after this date, availability is not
guaranteed)
CONTACT THE OECD

For any questions or queries please contact PN.Contact@oecd.org
Network contacts:




Sean Dougherty (Economics Dept., Country Studies); Email: Sean.Dougherty@oecd.org;
tel: +33 (0)1 45 24 82 91
Giuseppe Nicoletti (Economics Dept., Policy Studies); Giuseppe.Nicoletti@oecd.org;
tel: +33 (0)1 45 24 87 30
Nick Johnstone (Science, Technology & Innovation); Email: Nick.Johnstone@oecd.org;
tel: +33 (0)1 45 24 79 22
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LOGISTICS IN MEXICO



Karla Petersen O’Farrill; Email: Karla_Petersen@hacienda.gob.mx
Urgent questions: +52 1 55 2132 3893

USEFUL INFORMATION
Mexico City is the capital of Mexico. The city is centrally located atop a plateau in a large basin
known as the Mexican Valley. With an altitude of 2,239 meters (7,343 feet), it extends 1,485
square kilometers (573 square miles).
Mexico City is the third largest urban center in the Americas and the largest Spanish-speaking
city in the world. The city itself is home to approximately 8.8 million people, with 21 million
inhabiting its surrounding suburbs.
For more information about Mexico City click here
Weather
Mexico City is known for its year-round temperate climate, with averages measuring
approximately 21 °C (70 °F). The spring and summer months are the warmest, when
temperatures can reach 29 °C (85 °F). It is during this time as well that Mexico experiences its
rainy season, usually lasting through September.
Local Currency
The currency is the Mexican peso ($). For exchange rates visit Banco de México
Local Time
GMT minus 6 (DST)
Voltage
Mexico’s electric voltage and frequency are similar to those in the US, with voltage of 127-volt,
60-Hz and sockets designed for both two- and three-pronged plugs. You should bring a power
adapter and voltage transformer for any devices not manufactured in North America.
Water
For your health, it is recommended not to drink water directly from the tap or faucet. It is
advised to consume either boiled or bottled water only.
Immunizations
There are no specific additional vaccination requirements for Mexico City.
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Taxes and Tipping
Most products and services have included in their charged value a 16 percent Value Added Tax
(VAT). In restaurants it is customary to tip between 10 to 15 percent of the total value.
Health
Mexico City is located at 2,239 meters (7,343 feet) above sea level. Some visitors may experience
discomfort in the forms of shortness of breath, fatigue, headache, insomnia, or nausea during
the first hours or days of stay. To acclimate quickly, it is advised to drink plenty of fluids while
avoiding alcoholic beverages and strenuous exercise.
Visas
At the National Migration Institute website you can find information of the countries and regions
that require a visa to enter Mexico. For obtaining a visa, you must request it through the
consulates and honorary consulates of Mexico.
If you transit through the United States you may need a transit visa
Taxis
Mexico City's Benito Juarez International Airport is located 13 km (8 miles) east of Mexico City’s
historic center.
Ignore those who approach you at the airport’s arrivals hall offering taxis. Authorized airport
taxis provide a good and safe service. After exiting the baggage-claim area and before entering
the public concourse (as well as near the far end of the terminal near Gate A in Terminal 1 and
Gate 3 in Terminal 2), you will see booths marked with “TAXI”. Staff members at these
authorized taxi booths hold signs that say “TAXI AUTORIZADO” (authorized taxi). Tell the ticketseller your destination and get your ticket; the price is based on a zone system. Expect to pay
around $25-30 USD for ticket to the Centro Histórico (historical center). A higher price is charged
for rides later at night. Look for the taxi logo outside the airport and present your ticket to the
driver. Taxis operate 24 hours a day at both terminals.
The taxi services authorized by the airport include:
Terminal 1:
 Porto Taxi, Stand 300
 Nueva Imagen
 Excelencia
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Terminal 2:
 Porto Taxi, Stand 300
 Nueva Imagen
 Excelencia
 Confort
 Yellow Cab
In general, it is safer to avoid taking taxis right off the street during your visit to Mexico City. Safe
alternatives are taking the taxis at the hotel, at taxis bases (called “sitios”) or asking the hotel
reception for a taxi service phone number.
Uber

If you prefer it, Uber service is available in Mexico City.

Metrobus
Metrobus is the public bus rapid transit (BRT) system of Mexico City and it connects the airport
to the historic center of Mexico City. You can board Line 4 of the Metrobus at entrance 7 in
Terminal 1 and entrance 2 in Terminal 2. To get to the Hilton Mexico City Reforma, you need to
descend at Bellas Artes station and walk south through the Alameda Central Park towards Juarez
Avenue. Once you reach Juarez Avenue, turn right. The hotel will be across the street from
Alameda Central, almost at the end of the park.
Buses have reserved spaces for wheelchairs, luggage, and security cameras. Payments are made
through a Metrobus Smart card that can be purchased at sales/top-up machines located at the
Terminal 1 and Terminal 2 boarding areas. The cost for the service is $2 USD ($30.00 pesos) per
person, per ride, departing from the airport.
COUNTRY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR MEXICO
To enter Mexico, travelers must comply with all immigration procedures required by law. All
foreign citizens must possess a valid and current passport. Please note that under no
circumstances may Mexican visas be issued at ports of entry.
Migratory Terms
Foreign citizens who possess valid passports in addition to one of the following documents do
not need a Mexican visa:
a) Permanent residents of: Canada; United States; Japan; United Kingdom; any country
belonging to the Schengen Area.
b) APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC), adopted by Mexico.
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c) Current and valid official United States visa.
Please note that in addition to presenting a current and valid passport, any of the following
information could at any time be requested by immigration officials upon entry into Mexico:
1. Relevant personal information. You may be required to give relevant personal
information as requested by immigration authorities.
2. Justification of the trip. This information must be in accordance with the issued visa (if
applicable). If traveling as a tourist, you may be asked to accredit economic solvency and
proof of your hotel reservation and payment details. You may also be required to show
documentation surrounding your current place of residency and nationality.
3. Address and duration of stay while in Mexico. Please have within your travel documents
proof of your return ticket and check to ensure that your hotel reservation is consistent
with the dates of your stay while in Mexico.
4. Information relating to activities conducted while in Mexico. You may also be required
to show information relating to your work in your country of origin.
5. Proof of economic solvency while in Mexico. It is highly recommended to have an
international credit card to use during your time in Mexico.
Upon entrance into Mexico, an immigration officer will stamp an immigration form that you will
be required to present upon your departure from Mexico.
Holders of Diplomatic Passports (official or service)
To confirm whether a visa is required to enter Mexico, please consult the following link:
https://www.sre.gob.mx/serviciosconsulares/images/stories/dgsc/pdf/regnoordinario.pdf

If you require a visa, please contact the nearest Mexican consulate.
Holders of Civilian Passports
To confirm whether a visa is required to enter Mexico, please consult the following link:
https://www.sre.gob.mx/serviciosconsulares/images/stories/dgsc/pdf/visasordinarios.pdf

Requirements to Apply for a Visa Without Permission to Pursue a Gainful Activity
To obtain a Mexican visa with your civilian passport, you must provide the following
documentation:
1. A current and valid passport; both the original and a photocopy of the page containing
the photograph and personal data.
2. One photograph measuring 3.9 cm x 3.1 cm, face uncovered, no eyeglasses, frontal view,
in color and with a white background.
3. The original and a photocopy of the migratory document accrediting your legal stay in the
country of departure (only for applicants who are not citizens of that country).
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4. Payment of fees in cash for the issuance of the visa (if applicable).
5. Present supporting documents as indicated under one of the following categories:
a. Ties (property, employment):
i. The original and a photocopy of the deed to real estate duly registered
under the name of the applicant and proof of stable employment, in both
cases for a minimum period of two years, or;
ii. The original and a photocopy of the deed to real estate duly registered
under the name of the applicant and a document proving ownership or
shares in business, issued by the competent authorities of each country, in
both cases for a minimum period of two years, or;
b. Economic solvency:
i. Original and a photocopy of documents showing that the applicant has
employment or a pension with a tax-free monthly income equivalent to
100 days of the current minimum wage in Mexico City during the past
three months and proof of stable employment for a minimum period of
one year, or;
ii. Original and a photocopy of investment receipts or bank account
statements showing an average monthly balance equivalent to 300 days of
the current minimum wage in Mexico City during the past three months,
or;
c. Letter of invitation from an organization or a public or private institution:
i. The original letter from an organization or from a public or private
institution inviting the foreigner to participate in a non-remunerated
activity in Mexican territory. The letter must contain the following
information:
1. Full name and nationality of the applicant or interested party;
2. Company name or business name of the organization;
3. Official registration number (if applicable);
4. Purpose of the organization or public or private institution;
5. Full address and contact information for the organization or
institution;
6. Information on the activity that will be performed or the project in
which the foreigner will participate. The foreigner’s activity must
be related to the purpose of the inviting organization or institution;
7. Estimated length or approximate end date of the activity to be
performed;
8. Commitment to provide support for the foreigner during his/her
stay in Mexico and to ensure that the foreigner returns to his/her
country of origin or residence;
9. A copy of the official identification with signature of the person
signing the letter of invitation.
ii. To prove that there are sufficient resources to meet the obligation
referred to section viii of the above numeral, the inviting organization or
private institution shall present the original and a copy of investment
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receipts or bank account statements showing an average monthly balance
equivalent to 1,000 days of the current minimum wage during the past
twelve months.
iii. Documents by which the foreigner proves that s/he has the necessary
experience, capacity, skills or expertise to carry out the activity for which
s/he has been invited, both original and a photocopy.
d. Participation in an event sponsored by the federal government and/or
autonomous governing bodies:
i. The original letter from the government department inviting the foreigner
to participate in an event resulting from international commitments
undertaken by the Mexican government. The letter must contain the
following information:
1. Full name of the applicant;
2. Nationality of the applicant;
3. Name of the federal government department or constitutional
body inviting the foreigner;
4. Information on the activity to be conducted by or the event in
which the foreigner will participate;
5. Estimated timeframe or approximate duration of the event;
6. The official signatures of the federal government or constitutional
body responsible for coordinating the event;
7. Original letter or note from the institution of the host country.
To obtain the latest information or receive assistance with the Mexican visa process, please visit
the following lists of embassies and consulates:
Mexican Embassies Abroad:
http://www.sre.gob.mx/index.php/representaciones/embajadas-de-mexico-en-el-exterior

Mexican Consulates Abroad:
http://www.sre.gob.mx/index.php/representaciones/consulados-de-mexico-en-el-exterior

Foreign Embassies and Consulates in Mexico:
http://www.inm.gob.mx/index.php/page/Embajadas_Consulados/en.html
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