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Workshop #3 “Emerging technologies and rights in the digital age” 

 With the accelerating and ubiquitous use of digital technologies, our societies and economies 
are changing fast. This has fundamental implications for the social contract, for our rights and for our 
well-being. This third and final workshop in a series entitled “Rights in the digital age” will focus on 
the theme “Emerging technologies and rights in the digital age”. Drawing on key takeaways from the 
prior workshops, this workshop will explore some of the pressing challenges and opportunities that 
emerging technologies may create for the enjoyment of people’s rights. Such challenges include 
regulatory gaps that may arise when existing legal frameworks become inadequate, e.g. because of 
changes in enforcement options or capabilities given digital technological developments.  

Rapidly expanding technologies, such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), the Internet of Things, 
blockchain, immersive and expanded reality technologies, have unlocked new opportunities for 
people to enjoy their rights, including also social, economic and cultural rights. AI innovations hold 
promise to improve healthcare, living standards or education and training1, while reducing social 
injustices and material inequalities.2 For instance, in the field of health research, big data analytics 
offer new opportunities to measure disease progression and health, as well as to accelerate the 
discovery of new therapies and drugs.3 The other side of the coin is that people increasingly face 
numerous and complex risks of abuses such as privacy invasion and surveillance, manipulation of 
opinions at scale, security breaches and data theft, algorithmic discrimination, online harassment, or 
even the use of biometric technologies to influence people’s behaviours and emotions. 

                                                           
1 Verhagen, A. (2021), "Opportunities and drawbacks of using artificial intelligence for training", OECD Social, 
Employment and Migration Working Papers, No. 266, OECD Publishing, Paris, 
https://doi.org/10.1787/22729bd6-en.  
2 Leslie, D., Burr, C., Aitken, M., Cowls, J., Katell, M., and Briggs, M. (2021). Artificial intelligence, human rights, 
democracy, and the rule of law: a primer. The Council of Europe 
3 OECD (2019), Artificial Intelligence in Society, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/eedfee77-en. 
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Emerging technologies have the capacity to drastically transform our societies in ways that call into 
question the traditional concepts of rights and freedoms as exercised in an analogue world. 4  

Human rights, such as privacy, freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, or the right to non-
discrimination, are rights that many countries today hold as fundamental, but which were conceived 
in a radically different context. How do we make sure that these values continue to be upheld and 
those rights continue to be enforced and enjoyed in the years to come, as new technologies and 
platforms keep evolving and emerging? How do we foster a human-centric digital transformation that 
revitalises our social contract? How can we embed democratic values in emerging technologies? How 
can regulation, governance and public policies help guarantee the protection and enforcement of 
rights in the digital age and ensure accountability? What are the key issues and emerging gaps to be 
tackled in the coming years?   

The OECD, and notably its Committee on Digital Economy Policy, has long been at the forefront in 
addressing these developments. Adopted in 2019, the OECD Artificial Intelligence (AI) Principles 
promote a use of AI that is innovative and trustworthy and that respects human rights and democratic 
values. And the OECD Guidelines on the Protection of Privacy and Transborder Flows of Personal Data 
(the “Privacy Guidelines”) provide guidance to protect individuals’ personal data, and prevent 
violations of fundamental rights. Existing legal and policy frameworks provide a solid foundation for 
safeguarding people’s rights, also in the digital age. They are the starting point for identifying potential 
conceptual, enforcement or enjoyment gaps, and even for exploring new territories of rights.  

For instance, to address what is perceived as gaps, several governments and organisations have 
started considering rights specific to the digital age, including the right to internet access, the right to 
be forgotten, the right to data portability, the right to online safety, the right to be offline, the right to 
change your mind, or the right to know the value of your personal data.5  

Other countries prefer adapting their existing regulatory frameworks to the changing context. 
While the terminology around such initiatives can be discussed (e.g., if we are referring to rights, 
abilities or political commitments), it seems clear that updating and adapting rights, principles and 
values – and their enforcement – to a new digital context is more important than ever. Hence, this 
workshop seeks to open avenues for reflection on how to protect citizens in a fast-paced technological 
environment, and provide insights on the future of rights and regulation in the digital age. By 
convening an open, multi-stakeholder discussion, the workshop will identify the main opportunities 
and challenges for rights in the context of emerging technologies, including potential gaps in the 
enjoyment of rights. 

 

 

  

                                                           
4 Dror-Shpoliansky, D. and Y. Shany (2021), “It’s the end of the (offline) world as we know it: from human 

rights to digital human rights - a proposed typology. European Journal of International Law, 32(4), pp.1249-

1282. 

5 Bart Custers (2022), “New digital rights: Imagining additional fundamental rights for the digital era” 
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Workshop #3 

“Emerging technologies and rights in the digital age” 

12:30 – 12:35 

 

Welcome remarks by the OECD  
Mr. Andy Wyckoff, Director for Science, Technology and Innovation, OECD 

12:35 – 13:05  Panel discussion 

Moderator: 

 Mr. Jeremy West, Senior Analyst, OECD 

Key note speaker: 

 Ms. Alondra Nelson, Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy 
Director for Science and Society, White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy, United States  

Panellists: 

 Mr. David Reichel, Project Manager, European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights 

 Mr. Rafael Yuste, Professor of Biological Sciences and Neuroscience, 
Columbia University 

 Mr. Matthias Spielkamp, Executive Director, AlgorithmWatch 

The discussion could address the questions below:  

 What emerging technologies have potential to advance rights in the digital 
age? Which ones and how? 

 What are the main challenges for rights posed by emerging technologies in 
the digital age? And how can we overcome these challenges? 

 Should we conceive new rights for the digital age – if so, which ones and 
why? Or are existing rights adequate – and should we focus our attention on 
enforcing these and adapting them to new issues in new contexts?  

 How should countries and other stakeholders govern emerging technologies 
in order to sustain their social contract with people and society? 

13:10 – 13:25  Open discussion  

Questions from delegates and other participants (via video or chat) 

13:25 – 13:30 Closing remarks by Spain 

Ms. Carme Artigas Brugal, Secretary of State for Digital Transformation and AI, 

Spain  

  



Closed webinar (for CDEP delegates only)  

13:30-14:30: Discussion on the draft paper: Rights in the Digital Age: Challenges and Ways 
Forward 

This closed session will allow for a discussion of the draft paper [Rights in the Digital Age], available 
at DSTI/CDEP(2022)21. CDEP delegates will be invited to provide additional comments in writing by 
7 November.  

The paper is a brief draft concept note, aiming to ground and explore possible future OECD work on 
rights in the digital age. It provides recent examples of key policy challenges and outlines trends in 
the state of rights in the digital age. The paper proposes a preliminary working definition of rights 
in the digital age, explore how countries are dealing with current challenges, subsequently 
considering the role of stronger international cooperation on rights in the digital age. 

The paper is drafted with the support of the Spanish government as part of the preparations for the 
OECD Digital Ministerial meeting in Gran Canaria on 13-15 December 2022. The paper aims to 
inform a high-level panel and a Ministerial workshop on rights in the digital age at the meeting. 

 

13:35-13:40 Introduction by the OECD 

OECD 

13:40 – 13:55 Draft paper on “Rights in the Digital Age: Challenges and Ways Forward” 

Presentation by Ms. Dafna Dror-Shpoliansky, Federmann Cyber Security 
Research Center, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem and visiting doctoral 
student, University of Toronto, consultant to the OECD 

13:55 – 14:25 Discussion 

Moderator: Mr. Alberto Gago, advisor to the Secretary of State for Digital 
Transformation and AI, Spain  

CDEP delegates are invited to discuss the questions below:  

 Are rights ever more important in the digital age? Why? What is specific to 
rights in the digital age?  

 Building on the insights of the draft paper, how do we define a robust 
concept of rights with a scope that is applicable across different normative 
frameworks and institutions?  

 How should the CDEP work with transversal concepts such as rights in the 
digital age, leveraging existing areas of work? What should be next steps? 

14:25 – 14:30 Closing remarks by the OECD 

OECD 

 

 


