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OPENING MESSAGE FROM THE UNDERSECRETARY OF INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE (SSIC) 
 
 

Good day everyone, 

 

WELCOME  

 

I would like to thank everyone gathered here today for your interest in such an 

important event. The Ministry of the Economy is delighted to join efforts with such 

important players as the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) and the Federal Institute for Access to Information and Data Protection 

(IFAI), to bring you the most modern tendencies as regards the treatment of 

personal data that have direct influence in trade.  

 

It is very clear that nowadays a country’s economic strength not only lies in 

possessing knowledge, but also in the exploitation, proper use and protection of 

the inputs to produce communication links and business transactions between 

companies.   

 

THE CONTEXT OF PRIVACY AROUND THE GLOBE  

 

This is why the protection of personal data emerges as an extremely significant 

asset in the interaction of the companies, which has been up for discussion at 

different meetings and international organizations that agree and urge the States 

to embrace in their national regulations, minimum provisions regarding the 

treatment and protection of such an important asset.     
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The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development recognized early 

on, the value of the appropriate protection of personal data and developed since 

1980, ground rules for the member States to support the harmonization of national 

legislations regarding this subject, thus achieving the proper treatment of personal 

data to provide legal certainty not only to the owners, but also to the companies 

regarding their business practices. In this way it has been possible to achieve 

international trade objectives by setting clear rules to avoid nontariff barriers to 

trade.  

 

 

On the other hand, as part of the international practices regarding this matter, 

APEC’s (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) work must be highlighted, because 

member economies have worked together to develop a system that ensures the 

responsible flow of personal information for the consumer’s protection, and at the 

same time facilitates businesses to have access to the benefits of ecommerce.  

 

 

It has been noticed that the international practices are now acknowledging the 

basic principles to be applied in each of the national legislations. Some of these 

principles are: i) the owner’s right regarding the use and treatment of personal 

data; ii) the obligations of the companies regarding the use, communication and 

treatment of personal data; iii) and the imposition of sanctions in case of improper 

use.    

 

 

Now, it is essential to take into account that in the international scene, a 

business practice that advises the companies to comply with the previous basic 

principles has been developing in order to provide the owners with the legal 

certainty as regards the treatment of their personal data. This practice is not 
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mandatory at and international level, but it is supported by the cooperation of the 

States. Nowadays, a company that offers a proper use of personal data is a 

company that achieves a competitive advantage and that is able to integrate in 

a more dynamic way to capture the markets.   

 

In this sense, when seeing personal data protection as a competitive advantage 

and knowing Latin America’s commercial value in the international context, it is 

deemed convenient that the region incorporates an opportunity to attract 

investment to its legal portfolio.  

 

 

THE CONTEXT OF PRIVACY IN MEXICO AND ITS IMPORTANCE FOR 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

 

Mexico, aware of its role and position in the international context, by consolidating 

itself as the fourteenth largest economy in the world with a potential exports 

market of more than one thousand million consumers, incorporates to this 

international dynamics and publishes the Federal Law on Protection of 

Personal Data held by Private Parties on July 6th, 2010.  

 

 

This law sets the foundations to build a regulatory framework to guarantee not 

only the persons’ privacy and right to informational self-determination, but also 

projects national companies as safe data harbors by complying with basic 

international principles such as: Legality, Consent, Information, Quality, Purpose, 

Loyalty, Proportionality and Liability.  
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THE ROLE OF THE MINISTRY OF THE ECONOMY 

 

It is important to emphasize that the Ministry of the Economy and the Federal 

Institute for Access to Information and Data Protection, as guarantor authority, not 

only issued the abovementioned law, but also in an effort to favor the companies’ 

competitive advantage and foster the compliance with the provisions in the law, 

disclosed to the public the Practical Guide to generate the Privacy Notice 

and the Recommendations to designate the person or Department in 

charge of Personal Data.    

 

The abovementioned documents were disclosed to the public on June 29th, 2011, 

with the aim of guiding those responsible for the treatment of personal data in the 

development, design and diffusion of these practices, as well as to aid the 

companies to identify the profile and duties of the staff responsible of personal 

data.  

 

In addition to this effort and in order to broaden the awareness as regards the 

benefits of personal data protection, we have been working with Business 

Organizations to generate specialized projects to support the compliance with 

these provisions through the development of: seminars, postgraduate courses, 

better practices and success cases.   

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Having said that, we hope you enjoy and find the contents chosen very interesting. 

Also, I invite you to make the most of the participation of the international experts 
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in the subject present here today, who provide high-added value to this event in 

the diffusion of the contents regarding better practices and experiences in the 

protection of personal data.  

 

Finally, I would like to pronounce the opening of this important event on this 

day November 1st, 2011 at XX:XX hours.   

 

Welcome.  

 


