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 About the OECD Council Recommendation on Broadband Connectivity 

Reliable connectivity is a key pillar without which the digital transformation is not possible. As 

countries around the world weather the COVID-19 crisis, connectivity ensures that economic and 

social activities can continue in a remote manner. However, persistent disparities in access to 

communication services are likely to accentuate the consequences of the crisis, and more 

generally, of digital divides.  

What policies and regulations can policy makers implement to extend connectivity and foster 

the quality of broadband networks? The recently adopted OECD Recommendation on 

Broadband Connectivity offers a policy and regulation roadmap of overarching principles to 

follow and achieve these goals. It provides a reference for policy makers and regulatory 

authorities, within and outside of the OECD, to unleash the full potential of connectivity for the 

digital transformation and to ensure equal access for all users.  

Building on the 2004 Recommendation on Broadband Development, the revised 

Recommendation of the Council on Broadband Connectivity of 24 February 2021 is structured 

around five key pillars: 

 Fostering competition, investment, and innovation in broadband development. 

 Measures to eliminate digital divides and reduce barriers to broadband deployment. 

 Measures to ensure resilient, reliable, secure, and high-capacity networks. 

 Minimising negative environmental impacts of communication networks. 

 Regularly assessing broadband markets. 

This high-level event on 22 April 2021 officially launches the revised OECD Recommendation of 

the Council on Broadband Connectivity. By bringing together high-level policy and key decision 

makers from across the world, this event provides a unique opportunity to learn how different 

countries are implementing policies and regulatory measures to expand connectivity. It discusses 

how to unleash the potential of the principles put forward in the Recommendation to build a 

more connected world. 

 Logistics 

 Registration: Advanced registration is required. A personalised confirmation link via 

email will be sent following registration. 

 Access: Please join the session 15 minutes prior using the link provided by email. 

 Languages: English and French (simultaneous interpretation will be available via Zoom). 

 Contact 

For any questions or further information, please contact the OECD Secretariat : cisp@oecd.org.  

 

Join the conversation on Twitter: Follow us at @OECDinnovation 

 

 About OECD work on connectivity 

Through the Committee on Digital Economy Policy (CDEP), the OECD has worked for many years 

on developing evidence-based policies to maximise the benefits of the digital transformation of 

economies and societies, supported by the Internet and ICTs more broadly.  The OECD was one 

of the first organisations working on connectivity through the creation of the CDEP’s Working 

Party on Communication Infrastructures and Services Policy (WPCISP) in 1988, dedicated to 

communication policy since the privatisation of telecommunication companies. The recently 

launched broadband data can be found on the OECD broadband portal and all reports on 

broadband over the past decades can be found here.  
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AGENDA 

22 April 2021, 12:30 -14:00 CEST 

12:30 Welcome and opening remarks: The OECD Council 

Recommendation on Broadband Connectivity 

 
Moderation: Mr. Andrew Wyckoff, Director, OECD Directorate 

for Science, Technology and Innovation 

Mr. Ulrik Vestergaard Knudsen, OECD Deputy Secretary-

General  

Ms. Audrey Plonk, Head of the Digital Economy Policy Division, 

OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

12:40 Keynote speeches 

 
Mr. Kyeong-sik CHO, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Science and ICT 

(MSIT), Korea 

Mr. Vitor Menezes, Deputy Minister of Communications, Brazil 

13:00 High-level panel discussion with Q&A 

 Panel moderation:  

Ms. Verena Weber, Head of the Communication 

Infrastructures and Services Policy (CISP) Unit, OECD 

Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

Panellists: 

 Ms. Cani Fernández Vicién, President, CNMC (Comisión 

Nacional de los Mercados y la Competencia), Spain 

 Ms. Boutheina Guermazi, Director of Digital Development 

at the World Bank    

 Ms. Mónica Aspe Bernal, CEO, AT&T, Mexico  

Panel Q&A 
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