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ABOUT THE INITIATIVE  

The OECD Initiative on Global Value Chains (GVCs), Production Transformation and Development 

is a platform for policy dialogue and knowledge sharing between OECD and non-OECD countries. It 

aims at improving evidence and identifying policy guidelines to promote development by fostering 

participation and upgrading in Global Value Chains. This initiative is part of the implementation of 

the OECD Strategy on Development, adopted by the OECD Council at Ministerial level in May 2012.  

The Initiative is led by the OECD Development Centre and it counts with the support of other OECD 

Directorates, including Statistics (STD), Trade and Agriculture (TAD), Science, Technology and 

Industry (STI) and Development Cooperation (DCD). 

The Initiative counts with a network of 19 participating countries (as of April 2015) and with an 

Advisory Board of Experts from 9 International Organisations (ILO, UN-ECA, UN-ECLAC, UN-

ESCAP, UNESCWA, UNCTAD, UNIDO, World Bank and WTO). The Initiative meets two times 

per year in Plenary meetings to discuss the implementation of the Programme of Work and promote 

knowledge sharing and peer learning on development strategies, GVCs and production 

transformation. 

For more information, please visit the website:  http://www.oecd.org/dev/global-value-chains.htm 

ABOUT THE MEETING  

Format of the meeting 

 The plenary meetings of the OECD Initiative for Policy Dialogue on Global Value Chains, 

Production Transformation and Development are conceived as interactive spaces for policy 

dialogue, knowledge creation and network update among participating countries, members of 

the Advisory Board and invited stakeholders.  

 The format of the meeting differs from traditional seminars in which published work is 

presented for discussion. 

 The main objective is to share experiences on the discussed topics in order to generate new 

knowledge and learning through experience sharing among participants. 

 The meeting is organised in sessions, each of which is dedicated to the discussion of a 

specific topic related to participation in GVCs and production transformation policy 

challenges.  

 Active participation from all participants is encouraged throughout the meeting.  
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DAY 1: 12 MAY 2015 

9:00-9:30 OPENING SESSION 

 Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre 

Pierre Duquesne, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of France to the OECD 

     9:30-10:00 UPDATE ON THE PROGRAM OF WORK OF THE PDI 

 
 

Brief update on the PoW of the Initiative and reporting about the meeting of the 

Steering Committee   

Clarification of the objectives and expected Outcomes of this meeting 

Adoption of the agenda 

AOB 

Francisco Monge, Deputy Director General of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Foreign 

Trade, Costa Rica 

Umut Gür, Head, Industry Department, Ministry of Development, Turkey 

   10:00-11:30 SESSION 1:  THE FUTURE OF JOBS  

Scenario setting and looking forward: scouting out new issues of relevance for 

GVCs, production transformation and development policies 

Following up on debate about the future of manufacturing at the 3
rd

 Plenary Meeting 

of the Initiative (October 2014, Malaysia), this session focuses on discussing about 

future scenarios for job creation and destruction in global open economies.  

Key questions 

- Which types of jobs will be created?  

- Where?  

- How to benefit from the future scenarios?  

- How to mitigate the risks?  

Kick off interventions 

Pierre Noel Giraud, Professor of Economics, École Nationale Supérieure des 

Mines de Paris, France 

Stephen Karingi, Director of the Regional Integration and Trade Division,         

UN-Economic Commission for Africa 

Michael Anderson, Chief, Advanced and Technology Machinery Division, Office 

of Industries, U.S. International Trade Commission, United States 

John Evans, General Secretary, Trade Union Advisory Committee to the OECD 

(TUAC) 

 Moderator: 

 Nick Johnstone, Head, Structural Policy Division, Directorate for Science 

Technology and Industry, OECD 

11:30-12:00 Coffee Break 
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12:00-14:00 SESSION 2: PRODUCTION TRANSFORMATION POLICY REVIEWS 

(PTPRs)  

Country strategies for production transformation and participation in GVCs 

12.00-12.30 KEYNOTE MINISTERIAL ADDRESS 

Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed, Minister, Ministry of International Trade and 

Industry (MITI), Malaysia 

 
Countries are looking to design and implement better policies to promote production 

transformation and upgrading, taking into account the changing global economic 

landscape. On the occasion of the 4
th
 Plenary Meeting, held in Malaysia on October 

2014, participating countries endorsed the proposed policy framework for analysing 

countries’ strategies for production transformation and upgrading. This session 

provides an opportunity to discuss the updated version of the policy framework and 

to illustrate new country experiences in production transformation. It will focus on 

the cases of Italy and Portugal, two new countries which have recently expressed 

interest in the Initiative.  

Participants are invited to comment on the updated version of the PTPRs 

(Production Transformation Policy Reviews) and to share their views, in particular 

on the kind of empirical assessment and indicators that the diagnostic may include, 

in order to improve its capacity to assess in a comparative way countries’ 

performances, while recognizing at the same time that there are different ways of 

implementing policies and different solutions work in different contexts.  

Key questions 

- How can we measure countries’ anticipation capacity in defining their 

production transformation and upgrading strategies? Which formal and 

informal spaces exist for scenario setting in your countries? How do they 

work?  

- How can we measure the capacity of economic systems to create resilient 

linkages while at the same time maintaining the flexibility that is needed to 

adapt to changing circumstances? 

- How to encourage learning and innovation in the economy?  

- How to mobilize investments in bundle for production transformation?  

 

 Patrizio Bianchi, University of Ferrara and Emilia Romagna Regional Government, 

Italy  

José Carlos Caldeira, President, National Agency for Innovation, Portugal 

Annalisa Primi, Senior Economist, OECD Development Centre 

 Moderator:  

Dionisio Pérez-Jácome Friscione, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of 

Mexico to the OECD  

14:00-15:15 Lunch break 
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15:15-17:45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running 

Coffee 

SESSION 3: FOCUS ON THE GARMENT AND TEXTILES VALUE CHAIN 

Sectoral trends, dynamics and implications for policies – Production Sector 

Perspective and Government Policies  

The garment and textiles industry is evolving at a rapid pace. While know-how, 

design and innovation are still concentrated in traditional hubs, a growing number of 

countries (at different stages of development) started to develop industrial 

capabilities linked to this industry’s value chain, as well as growing as final 

consumer markets.  Many countries in East Asia, but also in Africa, are now hosting 

garment production and some of their homes grown SMEs have started to engage in 

global trade. In this respect, government policies to promote country image and 

branding have been important to support the upgrading processes. 

The impact of global value chains in the textile industry has been mixed, as showed 

by some successful cases of textile hubs in developing economies that have managed 

to grow and internationalise, but with major challenges to be addressed in terms of 

inclusive and sustainable development impact. Despite of technological progress, 

manufacturing is still labour intensive and security on the work-place and working 

conditions are major open challenges, which are prompting government and the 

business community to find solutions to promote responsible business conducts 

(RBCs).  

Participants are invited to share their experiences about the participation of their 

firms in GVCs, as lead firms and as suppliers, with a view to highlight the economic, 

social and environmental impact that this industry is having on local development. 

Participants are invited to comment on the first draft of the paper summarising the 

results of the “Policy Experiences in Upgrading in the Garment and Textile 

Industry” survey. 

Key questions 

- What have been the major changes in the garment and textile industry in 

your country and at the domestic and global level? How do you expect the 

industry to evolve in the future? 

- What have been the key factors driving success in integration and/or 

upgrading in the textile value chain? 

- What actions are implemented in your country to promote responsible 

business conduct (RBC) in the textile and apparel value chain?  

- What can policies do to promote linkages and upgrading in the textile value 

chain?  

Round Table 

Brian Mandt, Economist, International Textiles Manufacturers Association 

(ITMF), Switzerland 

Francesco Marchi, Director, European Apparel and Textile Confederation, 

Belgium 

Braz Costa, General Manager,  Technological Centre for Textile and Clothing 

Industries in Portugal (CITEVE), Portugal 

Fredrika Sundberg, Director, Sunberg, Pakistan/France  
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Maylis Souque, Secretary General of the French National Contact Point on RBC, 

Directorate-General of the Treasury,  Ministry of Finance and Public Accounts, 

France 

Antonio Franceschini, Secretary General, Garment and Textiles Branch, National  

Confederation for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, Italy 

María Del Carmen Vergaray, Economist, National Directorate for Multilateral 

Affairs and International Trade Negotiations, Vice Ministry of Foreign Trade, 

Peru 

 Moderator: 

Nicola Harrington, Deputy Director, OECD Development Centre 

17:45-18:15 SUMMARY OF DAY 1 

 Nur Nilay Yilmaz, Planning Expert, Ministry of Development, Turkey 

18:15-19:30 Cocktail 
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 DAY 2: 13 MAY 2015   

09:00-11:00 SESSION 4: BUILDING COUNTRY IMAGE: THE VALUE OF BRANDING 

IN TRANSFORMATION STRATEGIES 

Drivers of production transformation, participation and upgrading in GVCs  

On the occasion of the 3
rd

 Plenary Meeting, participating countries highlighted the 

importance of branding and image-related policies for countries’ upgrading 

strategies. In our interconnected economies, countries increasingly rely on imports 

and exports to sustain their industrial competitiveness and compete for attracting 

FDI and talent. By strengthening a country’s image, visibility and trust, nation 

brands, “made in” labels and rules of origin are playing an increasingly relevant role 

in helping countries to differentiate and build international reputation as centers of 

excellence in specific domains. Even when they target specific sectors and activities, 

policies of this type can contribute to generate intangible assets for the whole 

economy, sustaining upgrading in value chains.  

This session focuses on discussing the importance of branding strategies for national 

polices in order to identify good practices based on the experience of different 

countries. Countries interested in the topic are invited to express interest in leading 

this stream of work.   

Key questions 

- Why promoting country image matters for upgrading? 

- What is new about country image/branding in the new global economic 

setting? 

- What lessons can we learn from past and ongoing country experiences in 

this field? 

- Shall the Policy Dialogue take stock of current practices in the field to 

identify lessons and forward looking recommendations?  

Kick-off interventions 

David Haigh, Chief Executive Officer, Brand Finance, United Kingdom 

Rafael Conde de Saro, Director, Office of the Government’s High Commissioner 

for Marca España, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Spain 

Aldo Parodi, Director, Commercial Office of Peru in France, Ministry of Foreign 

Trade and Tourism, Peru 

 Moderator:  
Viviana Araneda Urbina,  Adviser to the General Directorate for International 

Economic Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chile  

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 
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11:30-13:00 SESSION 5: FOCUS on SKILLS 

Drivers of production transformation, participation and upgrading in GVCs 

 Following up on the discussions at the 3
rd

 Plenary Meeting, held in Malaysia on 

October 2014, this session focuses on deepening the discussion about skills and 

upgrading by presenting new evidence and policy implications for education, 

training and industrial policies, based on recent and ongoing OECD work on skills 

and GVCs led by the OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation. 

Having the right sets of skills is one of the major drivers of successful 

transformation strategies. The experience of countries which have succeeded in 

transforming their economies and shifted towards specialising in higher value added 

activities shows that targeted actions to promote skills development at the scientific, 

technical and managerial level have been key pillars of their transformation 

strategies. However, especially in a highly changing and uncertain economic 

landscape, identifying which are the key sets of skills required to succeed, to what 

extent different types of skills are resilient to shocks and how to develop them 

remain open and challenging questions. 

Key questions: 

- What do we know about the routine content of different types of jobs and 

about the “offshorability” of different types of occupations? 

- How can we measure the stickiness and/or mobility of different types of 

jobs? What is the OECD doing in this respect?  

- Which local/national/regional data (surveys, databases) exist to measure the 

evolution and characteristics of the different jobs in your country? What do 

you measure?   

- Which are the data gaps that exist in your countries and that we could 

address through the work of the Policy Dialogue?  

- What are the key policy recommendations that could be derived from the 

available evidence?  

 Kick-off interventions 

Maria Grazia Squicciarini, Senior Economist, Working Party on Industry 

Analysis, Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation, OECD 

Francisco Monge, Deputy Director General of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Foreign 

Trade, Costa Rica 

Moderator  

Piergiuseppe Fortunato, Economic Affairs Officer, Division on Globalization and 

Development Strategies, UNCTAD   

13:00-15:00 Lunch break 
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15:00-16:30 SESSION 6: STATISTICS AND METHODOLOGIES FOR EVIDENCE 

BASED POLICY MAKING 

 Focus on trade, investment and SMEs  

 This session provides an update on Trade in Value Added database (TiVA) and 

preliminary results illustrating the role of investment and SMEs within GVCs (part 

of future extensions of TiVA). The session also includes an update on the road-map 

for TiVA (already presented at the 2
nd

 Plenary Meeting held in Paris on June, 2014).  

Participants are invited to: 

i) Share their ongoing and planned steps in using TiVA database for informing 

national policy choices; 

ii) Express their interest in working more closely with the OECD in developing the 

statistical tools and information systems for  integration  into the TiVA database, 

including extensions and quality improvement for those countries already included; 

iii) Participate in the OECD Expert Group on Extended Supply Use tables; 

iv) Express interest in getting involved in regional workshops focusing on statistical 

capacity building for GVC and production transformation policy making.  

Key questions: 

- What does TiVA tell us about policy implications for trade, investment and 

SMEs? 

- What does trade in value added data tell us about recent changes in 

industrial development and participation into global value chains at the 

country level? 

- What are the types of analysis and information we could get from the 

planned extensions of the databased on investment and SMEs? 

- What additional information is needed to develop micro evidence that builds 

on the input-output macro picture? 

- Are there new and/or ongoing initiatives in your country to improve the 

availability and quality of data for structural analysis? 

Format: Open discussion following a kick-off presentation by the Moderator.   

Moderator: Nadim Ahmad, Head, Trade and Competitiveness Statistics Division, 

Statistics Directorate, OECD 

16:30-17:30 GOING FORWARD and CONCLUSIONS 

Claudia Serrano, Ambassador of Chile to the OECD 

Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre 

 Roundtable discussion: conclusions, updates and news from participants, next steps. 

 


