
 

 

OECD EMnet Virtual Meeting 
Business Insights on Emerging Markets 2021 

The case of digital transformation as a driver for post-COVID recovery 

12 April 2021 

14:30 – 16:00 CET (Paris) | 08:30 – 10:30 EST (Washington DC) 

Please register here 

14:30 – 14:45 Opening remarks  

  Jeffrey Schlagenhauf, Deputy Secretary-General, OECD 

14:45 – 16:00 Looking beyond the pandemic: drivers and policies for the economic recovery 

 

Beyond the high cost in lives, the COVID pandemic has exposed and hit a world already afflicted by major 
imbalances, sluggish economic growth and weak investment, especially in emerging and developing 
countries. The crisis severely affected global business across all industries, disrupting in particular global 
value chains and industrial production.  

Economic prospects have recently improved with the forthcoming global vaccines rollout, with signs of a 
rebound in trade of goods and industrial activity, although divergences are increasing across and within 
countries.  

This panel discussion will build on the key findings of the EMnet publication “Business Insights on 
Emerging Markets 2021”, bringing together analysis and insights from the meetings of the OECD 
Development Centre’s business platform Emerging Markets Network (EMnet). Discussions will focus in 
particular on the role of digital transformation to drive a sustainable and resilient post-COVID recovery. 

Key questions for discussion: 

‒ How can digital transformation be a driver for the economic recovery? 

‒ In that context, how can government, business, and multilaterals build cross-sector 
partnerships to drive post-COVID economic recovery? 

Set-the-scene: Lorenzo Pavone, Deputy Head, Networks, Partnerships and Gender 
Division, OECD Development Centre 

Panel moderator: Vincenzo Spiezia, Senior Economist, Digital Economy Policy Division, 
Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation, OECD 

 Amanda Whalen, CFO, Walmart International  

 Sybel Galván Gómez, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Mexico to 
the OECD 

 Rong Chen, Economist, Development Economics Vice Presidency Unit, the 
World Bank Group  

 Wai Min Kwok, Senior Governance and Public Administration Officer, Division 
for Public Institutions and Digital Government, UNDESA 

Final reflections: Anne Miroux, Faculty Fellow, Emerging Markets Institute, Cornell S.C. 
Johnson College of Business 

16:00 Conclusion 

 

https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_n1w64XtAT4KNqI8IG-pM0Q

