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G20 and sustainable development: Averting a development reversal, 

transforming economies, accelerating SDG progress 
 

The world has been moving from crisis to crisis, with worrying consequences for developing countries and the most 

vulnerable people. As countries were still struggling with the pandemic and its health and economic consequences, 

the war on Ukraine started. Its human, economic and social repercussions are felt across the whole world and add 

to unresolved vulnerabilities and systemic challenges. Inflation of food and energy prices, disruptions to supply-

chains and trade, mounting costs of living, debt-distress and the economic slow-down/contraction in several 

countries are generating immediate pain and put development gains at risk. The HDI contracted in 2021 for the first 

time from 0.739 in 2019 to 0.732 in 2021 (Human Development Report 2021/2022, 8 September 2022). With only 8 

years left to achieve the SDGs, the distance to cover has grown in many respects over the last months.  

 

The negative and significant impact of climate change and biodiversity crisis on development is also more evident 

by the day. The year 2022 was the hottest on record in many parts of the world. Extreme weather events cause 

growing problems in every country – with the most vulnerable and least equipped suffering the most. A growing 

disillusion with globalisation and discontent has been brewing across the world. We live in a world of worry and 

uncertainty. A new “uncertainty complex” is emerging, never before seen in human history. Constituting it are three 

volatile and interacting strands: the destabilizing planetary pressures and inequalities of the Anthropocene, the 

pursuit of sweeping societal transformations to ease those pressures and the widespread and intensifying 

polarization. If citizens’ trust in governments and business have been faltering they strongly support in developed 

and developing countries more decisive action to tackle these crises and see international co-operation as part of 

the solution. However, the present crisis, looming economic contraction and growing concerns with energy security 

could slow down the implementation of the policy measures and investment that are needed to achieve the Paris 

Agreement. At the same time, developing countries that have been suffering from insufficient access to energy and 

the consequences of climate change and environmental degradation, ask more for policy space, time and resources 

to embark on a low-carbon development path that generates the prosperity their citizens aspire too. Therefore, 

questions on the consequences of the crisis and of the transformations needed to transition to low-carbon 

development go hand-in-hand. They include the distributional implications of the transition – within and between 

countries and across generations. They must be addressed in a sensible, fair and inclusive manner, to build 

consensus on the deep transformations that the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement require. 

 

In this complex situation, the leadership of the G20 and strong international co-operation are urgently needed. 

Leadership is required more than ever to address setbacks that have eradicated years of development progress and 

to implement the policies and mobilise the investment needed to sustainably transform our development model. G20 

actions can also better reflect and address the concerns of developing countries.  

 

The present crises affect and can paralyse multilateral co-operation at a time when it is critical to accelerate progress 

on climate action and the SDGs. The G20 is well-placed to address the critical challenges of our time: taking 

leadership, leading-by-example, and coordinating a response to economic crisis and strengthening the safety nets 

for the most negatively affected; and paving the way for a transformation of the global economy and its transition to 

a sustainable development path.  
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Inaction and business as usual are not an option. The G20 must find a way to work on some urgent and fundamental 

challenges. To that effect, the DWG, acting as coordinating body and policy resource on all sustainable development 

related issues, has a special importance given its focus on supporting growth in developing economies and helping 

build resilience for the most vulnerable.  

 

As previous editions of the OECD-UNDP-G20 workshop, the 2022 edition will provide a platform for reflection and 

engagement, bringing together DWG delegates with experts, representatives of non-G20 countries, G20 

engagement groups, and other guests for mutual exchange and inspiration in an open-minded and constructive 

environment. Building upon the results of recent presidencies, including the DWG outcomes under Indonesia’s 

leadership, they should focus on what would be needed to embark on a just transformation and transition of the 

world economy that deliver on the economic, social, climate and environmental fronts.  

 

The workshop will focus on some pressing themes and on fundamental issues where the G20 needs to find common 

ground to ensure its ambition is commensurate to the challenges and its actions go beyond business as usual. To 

that effect, it will take stock of progress made by the G20 in advancing the 2030 Agenda to the benefit of low-income 

and developing countries and in the provision of Global Public Goods. It will discuss critical enablers and bottlenecks 

and put the spotlight on those key areas of the sustainable development agenda where consensus has been more 

difficult to achieve, with a view of broadening mutual understanding and common ground.  

 

In order to facilitate frank discussions and out-of-the box thinking, the workshop will combine setting-the-scene 

presentations with small-group, interactive discussions, facilitated by moderators. 

 

Overall objectives 

The annual OECD-UNDP G20 workshops aim to support G20 Members to:  

➢ Pursue and strengthen the implementation of the G20 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda and its Annual 

Updates to accelerate global process towards the SDGs. 

➢ Discuss G20 collective action on sustainable development focusing on the DWG’s role as “coordinating 

body” and “policy resource” as well as its contribution to accelerate sustainable development actions across 

G20 work streams: intervention gaps, urgent needs, and value added. 

➢ Ensure continuity of work and smooth transition between G20 presidencies priorities in designing whole-of-

G20 approaches and elaborating on a multiyear G20 agenda-setting. 

➢ Strengthen the continuous and timely multi-stakeholder dialogue through an annual structured exchange 

feeding into the G20 policymaking. 

➢ Foster peer learning, knowledge sharing, and lessons learned to ensure continuous improvement in G20 

DWG approaches. 

➢ Explore the development of joint initiatives leading to collective actions and/or enhanced international 

cooperation for sustainable development. 

➢ Discuss the role of the DWG within the broader G20 architecture and optimize its impact in advancing the 

sustainable development agenda 
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In pursuit of these overarching objectives, the 7th edition of the workshop will help G20 delegates and 

workshop participants reflect specifically upon the following issues:  

‒ What are the critical areas where the G20 needs to exert political leadership and accelerate implementation 

of its development commitments? What are the critical bottlenecks or enablers that the G20 should address 

as a matter of urgency to avert a development reversal and support developing countries achieve their 

priorities, including to jointly address climate and development objectives?  

‒ Where does the G20 need to build greater mutual understanding and common ground to ensure its ambition 

is commensurate to the challenges, needs and opportunities to achieve sustainable development in 

developing countries and ensure the effective provision of global public goods? 

‒ How can the DWG build on its past achievements and innovate where necessary, both in terms of its overall 

approach and by introducing topics of strategic importance, to lay out a compelling narrative and deliver 

concrete results for developing countries?  

‒ How can the DWG contribute effectively to enhance the G20 response to the crisis and enhance the G20 

focus on sustainable development, also by linking to other G20 actions, notably in the finance track? 

 

To that effect, a range of stakeholders will provide fresh insights and ideas during two moderated panels to spur a 

reflection for the benefit of G20 delegates.  

Participants  

G20 members (DWG delegates, ministries in charge of national sustainable development strategies, interested 

representatives from the G20 finance track), invited non-G20 members, including low income and developing 

countries, international organisations, selected experts as input speakers, G20 engagement groups (including B20, 

C20, L20, U20, T20, W20, Y20), and representatives from developing countries will also be invited. 

 

Format: each session will last 90 minutes and revolve around three segments: setting the scene in plenary format 

(30’); in-depth discussions in 4-6 breakout groups (45’); reporting back and main messages in plenary format. The 

breakout groups will take place in the same room of the plenary. The scene-setting will feature one or more presenter 

from international organisations (15’) and one presenter from academia (could also be via video, 15’). Each breakout 

group will be moderated by a designated person, supported by a dedicated note-taker, who would then report back 

in the plenary session.  

 

The workshop’s sessions aim to inform India’s reflections on its priorities for the DWG in 2023 and will provide an 

opportunity to build upon the discussions and work of the DWG under the Indonesian presidency in 2022.  
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G20 and sustainable development: Averting a development reversal, 

transforming economies, accelerating SDG progress 
 

Agenda  

Day 1, 24 November 2022, 09:30-18:30 

 

08:30-09:30: Arrival at the OECD and registration  

 

09:30-09:35 Welcome: OECD & UNDP 

 

09:35-10:00 Opening remarks & introduction [The Sustainable Development Agenda in times of crises] 
 

• Amitabh Kant (via video), G20 Sherpa, India 

• Indonesian Sherpa/Sous-Sherpa (TBC) 

• Andreas Schaal, OECD Sherpa for G7/G20/APEC, Director, Global Relations & Cooperation Directorate 

• UN G20 Sherpa (TBC, video) 

 

10:00-11:30 Session 1: Accelerating progress towards the SDG: building common ground and momentum 

for an ambitious G20 Action Plan   

 

The G20 Action Plan for the 2030 Agenda represented a turning point to put sustainable development at the core of 

the G20, better align G20 actions to the SDGs and enhance policy coordination and coherence across work streams. 

The Action Plan reaffirmed the commitment of the G20 to foster growth and development in low income and other 

developing countries. Its High-Level Principles reaffirmed and expanded the Seoul Development Consensus. Six 

years after its adoption, and with multiple crises triggering unprecedented development losses across the developing 

world, the DWG and the G20 must reflect on their role in preventing a development reversal and supporting solutions 

and collective actions to accelerate progress towards the SDGs. Halfway to the SDGs, would a new G20 Action Plan 

on the 2030 Agenda be a realistic and effective approach? How can the G20 promote greater mutual understanding 

of major international development cooperation initiatives, with a view if enhancing impact on the SDGs? Can the 

G20 agree on a set of principles to promote greater impact and synergies across these initiatives as part of the 

revamped Action Plan? 

 

Chair: India and South Africa 

 

Setting the scene (30 min): Reflections on the implementation challenges of the action plan and perceptions on 

the effectiveness of G20 action 

▪ Federico Bonaglia, Deputy Director, OECD Development Centre 

▪ Thierry Soret, Lead Adviser - Coordinator for G20 and Global Affairs, UNDP 

▪ Sachin Chaturvedi, Director General, Research and Information System for Developing Countries 

▪ Elizabeth Sidiropoulos, Chief Executive, South African Institute of International Affairs 
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Breakout group discussion (45 min): 4-6 groups of 10 participants address some common questions, with the 

support of a moderator and a note taker. 

Plenary session (15 min): Each moderator reports back on the main points discussed in each break-out group 

 

11:30-11:45 Coffee break (provided by the organisers) 

 

11:45-13:15 Session 2: Climate and Development: synergies or trade-off? 

 

How to ensure that the climate and development agendas go hand in hand, and the fight against climate change 

promotes greater prosperity and inclusion for all? How to bridge the development gap, facilitate convergence, 

accelerate climate mitigation and ensure climate adaptation? What are the key issues to be addressed and where 

does consensus need to be built?   

What is the common understanding within the G20 on trade-offs/synergies, priority actions and sticky points/red 

lines? What is the G20 countries understanding of sustainable lifestyles/lifestyle for environment? How can they 

agree on a common agenda and principles to advance climate and development objectives at once, taking into 

account specific national contexts and capacities? 

Chair: India and a G20 co-chair 

 

Setting the scene (30 min) on how the international community addresses issues of just transitions and the 

climate/development nexus, including sustainable production and consumption, sustainable lifestyles, the relevance 

and use of multi-dimensional well-being metrics, and the perception of the role and effectiveness of G20 action. 

 

▪ Frannie Leautier, Senior Partner and CEO, South Bridge 

▪ Uli Volz, Professor, Founding Director of the SOAS Centre for Sustainable Finance 

▪ Daniel Titelman, Director of the Economic Development Division, UN Economic Commission for Latin 

America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

 

Breakout group discussion (45 min): 4-6 groups of 10 participants address some common questions, with the 

support of a moderator and a note taker. 

 

Plenary session (15 min): Each moderator reports back on the main points discussed in each break-out group 

 

13:15-14:30 Lunch break (not provided; several options possible in the OECD facilities)  
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14:30-16:00 Session 3: Financing the sustainable development transition: tools & bottlenecks 

 

Building on the previous session and on the DWG and SFWG outcomes, including on blended finance, are there 

trade-offs between sustainable finance and climate finance? What are the most pressing issues? What are the key 

bottlenecks that developing countries face to access affordable finance? What innovative financing tools could help 

remove such bottlenecks and mobilise greater finance for sustainable development? What is the common 

understanding within the G20 on trade-offs/synergies, priority actions and sticky points/red lines? How can the G20 

develop a holistic approach across work streams – notably to deepen synergies with the SFWG and its roadmap?  

Chair: India and a G20 co-chair 

 

Setting the scene (30 min): how the international community addresses issues of financing development and the 

climate transition, priority actions needed to advance this agenda and the role and effectiveness of G20 action. 

 

▪ Haje Schütte, Deputy Director & Head of Division, Financing for Sustainable Development Division, OECD 

Development Co-operation Directorate 

▪ Marcos Neto, Director, Finance Sector Hub of UNDP 

▪ Irene Monasterolo, Professor of Climate Finance at EDHEC Business School and EDHEC-Risk Institute  

▪ Avinash Persaud, Special Envoy to the Prime Minister of Barbados on Investment and Financial Services, 

Emeritus Professor, Gresham College 

 

Breakout group discussion (45 min): 4-6 groups of 10 participants address some common questions, with the 

support of a moderator and a note taker. 

 

Plenary session (15 min): Each moderator reports back on the main points discussed in each break-out group 

 

16:00-16:15 Coffee break (provided by the organisers)  
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16:15-17:45 Session 4: Data for development and Digital public goods  

 

What is the potential for digital goods and services to improve citizens’ well-being, economic opportunities and trust 

in government? What are the key issues to be enhance the development and availability of digital goods? What are 

the priorities that should be addressed to enhance citizens’ ability to access and benefit from digital goods and 

services?  What is the common understanding within the G20 on digital public goods and their role in advancing the 

SDGs? What are the trade-offs/synergies, priority actions and sticky points/red lines? How can the G20 develop a 

holistic approach across work streams and explore synergies – in particular in relation to the Digital Economy WG 

and the Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion? 

Chair: India and Brazil 

 

Setting the scene (30 min) on how the international community addresses issues of digital public goods, data for 

development, digital inclusion and on priority actions needed to leverage digital transformation or inclusive 

development and the role and effectiveness of G20 action. 

 

▪ Amandeep Singh Gill, UN Secretary-General's Envoy on Technology  

▪ Liv Marte, Project Manager at Norad - Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation and Co-Chair of 

the Digital Public Goods Alliance 

▪ Barbara Ubaldi, Head of Digital Government and Data Unit, Directorate for Public Governance, OECD 

▪ Bitange Ndemo, Kenya's Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium and the European Union, former 

Permanent Secretary of Kenya’s Ministry of Information and Communication (will intervene on 25/11). 

 

Breakout group discussion (45 min): 4-6 groups of 10 participants address some common questions, with the 

support of a moderator and a note taker. 

 

Plenary session (15 min): Each moderator reports back on the main points discussed in each break-out group 

 

17:45-17:50 Closing of day 1: OECD and UNDP 

 

18:00-19:00 – Social event (OECD Room G. Marshall) 
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Day 2, 25 November 2022, 09:30–11:00 

08:30-09:30: Arrival at the OECD 

 

09:30-09:40 Session 4: Data for development and Digital public goods (continued) 

▪ Intervention by Bitange Ndemo, Kenya's Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium and the EU, former 

Permanent Secretary of Kenya’s Ministry of Information and Communication 

 

09:40-11:00 Session 5: Theory of change for the Development Working Group  

 

In the 2010 Seoul Summit, G20 Leaders mandated the Development Working Group to monitor implementation of 

the Multi-Year Action Plan […] stressing that “Development based on the Seoul Consensus will therefore be an 

enduring part of future G20 Summits.  What we promise, we will deliver”. The 2016 G20 Action Plan calls the DWG 

to lead on its own development priority areas and act as a coordinating body and policy resource for sustainable 

development across the G20. The DWG reports directly to, and is strategically guided by, G20 Sherpas to undertake 

key functions. These include strengthening the role of the G20 in advancing global sustainable development, 

supporting cooperation, policy and financing actions for better integration of developing countries, supporting 

Sherpas to enhance policy coordination and coherence across G20 tracks, facilitating mutual learning and exchange 

of experiences and good practices among G20 members on national actions for sustainable development, assisting 

in the delivery of 2030 Agenda related activities, working closely with other G20 workstreams in the Sherpa and 

Finance tracks, strengthen the integration of the 2030 Agenda in G20 work programmes and ensure that 

responsibility on the implementation and tracking progress of specific issues is clear. Six years after the adoption of 

the Action Plan, has the DWG been able to deliver on its mandate? What has worked, what could have worked 

better, what has not worked?  

Against this background, it is opportune for the DWG to reflect on the mechanisms that lead to the delivery of its 

initiatives and commitments. To do so, this session proposes a Theory of Change exercise – a structured look into 

the intended chain of results for the G20 development work. A Theory of Change is a practical approach to enable 

a clear understanding - within the DWG as well as among stakeholders - of how the development changes intended 

by the G20 actually take place. It looks into the range of actors the DWG is meant to influence, and what key 

behaviours are triggered, so that a credible contribution is made to the acceleration of SDGs. It does this by 

identifying the complex system of actors and external factors influencing the intended goals. This session will look 

at the internal (across G20 WGs) and external actors the DWG aims to influence, in an effort to clarify how more 

effective initiatives can be designed and monitored. 

Chair: India & co-chair 
 

Setting the scene (30 min): Representative from an IO and or an expert on Theory of Change 

▪ Representatives from OECD, UNDP, DWG (TBC) 

▪ Representative from GIZ on using digital tools to support accountability processes 

▪ Stephan Klingebiel, Head of Research, German Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS) 
 

Breakout group discussion (45 min): 4-6 groups of 10 participants address some common questions, with the 

support of a moderator and a note taker. 

Plenary session (15 min): Each moderator reports back on the main points discussed in each break-out group 

 

Conclusions from the workshop – OECD and UNDP  

11:10 End of the Workshop. 



10 
 

Informal DWG Meeting (open to DWG members & IOs only) 

25 November 2022, 11:30-13:45 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 

 

11:30-11:40 Opening Remarks: Indonesia and India  

 

11:40-12:00 Session 1: From the Bali Summit: Outcomes and Way Forward (30 min) 

Introduction: 2022 G20 main achievements and how to keep developing them.  

Presentations by current and former presidencies on selected DWG initiatives  

Open Discussion 

 

12:00 -12:30 Session 2: Key messages from the workshop and implications for the DWG (60 min) 

Brief introduction: UNDP and OECD  

Open Discussion 

 

12:30-13:30 Session 3: the 2023 Agenda and priorities for the DWG agenda (60 min) 

Introduction/Presentation: G20 Indian Presidency 

Open Discussion 

 

13:30-13:45 Transition between Indonesia and India  

 

13:45 - End of the meeting 
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