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INFORMATION NOTE 
 
 

 
NATIONAL TREASURY OF SOUTH AFRICA/OECD/BESA REGIONAL 
WORKSHOP ON AFRICAN DEBT MANAGEMENT AND BOND MARKETS 
24-26 APRIL 2007 
 
 
In December 2006, the first annual OECD Forum on African Public Debt 
Management and Bond Markets was held in Amsterdam. That forum focused on 
strategic problems, issues, and debt management policies of particular relevance to 
African countries. In the process, senior debt managers and other financial officials 
involved in public debt management and government bond markets in African 
countries become acquainted with leading OECD practices. 
 
At the Forum meeting a number of key challenges for public debt management and 
bond markets in African countries were identified, including: 
 

 Strengthening the legal framework for debt management and 
accountability; 

 Building capacity within the finance ministry and central bank to carry 
out debt management activities on a professional basis; 

 Ensuring accurate information on the debt portfolio for debt servicing 
and risk analysis; 

 Reducing debt levels, debt servicing costs, and associated 
vulnerabilities; 

 Lengthening the maturity structure of domestic debt and diversifying the 
investor base; and 

 Developing the market for government bonds, as well as the wider 
domestic capital market. 

 
There was limited time at the recent forum to discuss many of the operational 
aspects of these policy issues in detail, including the interface with market 
participants. Participants expressed the desire to continue the policy dialogue among 
African debt managers, particularly regarding operational aspects of the market and 
the interplay between the public and private sectors. Those issues are the focus of 
the annual OECD Regional Workshop on African Debt Management and Bond 
Markets. 
 
Accordingly, the agenda for the second OECD Workshop, to be held on 24-26 April 
2007, includes: 
 

 An overview of the debt situation in African countries, including the 
formulation and implementation of debt strategies (this item is a 
recurring topic for which the main conclusions from the annual OECD 
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Forum on African Public Debt Management and Bond Markets are 
presented);  

 Selected preconditions for efficient and liquid primary and secondary 
markets; 

 Cash management; 
 Relationship between the government and investors and intermediaries; 

and 
 Building internal capacity, including accurate information systems for 

debt management. 
 
The workshop is targeted at public sector officials with responsibility for debt and 
cash management within either finance ministries or central banks, as well as 
investors, intermediaries, and other service providers in the financial markets. 
 
Delegates will be responsible for their travel and hotel costs and participation is by 
invitation only.   
 
Further information can be obtained from Jocelene Fouassier of the OECD, Public 
Debt Management Programme – Africa Project, 2 rue Andre-Pascal, 75016 Paris, 
France; tel.: 33-1-45241527; fax: 33-1-44306326; e-mail: [mailto: 
jocelene.fouassier@oecd.org] 
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