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Sponsored by the Government of Japan 
 

 
OECD-ADBI High-Level Panel on Institutional Investors and 

Long-Term Investment Financing 
13 March 2015 

 
Tokyo, Japan 

 
 

INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
The High-Level Panel on Institutional Investors and Long-Term Investment Financing will be held on 
13 March 2015 at the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) in Tokyo. 
 

The event will be jointly organised and sponsored by the ADBI and the OECD, in co-operation with the 
Government of Japan. 
 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
Please note that participation is by invitation only. Delegates must register for this conference. To do so, 
please send your registration form (attached to your invitation letter) by 9 February 2015, to: 
 

Ms. Morven Alexander, OECD 
E-mail: morven.alexander@oecd.org;  Tel: +33 1 45 24 88 36 

Event website: http://www.oecd.org/daf/fin/private-pensions/oecdadbihigh-levelpanellti.htm  
 
Please note that as seating will be limited for this event, early registration is advised. 
 
 
CONFERENCE VENUE 
 
The High-Level Panel will be held at the Asian Development Bank Institute, Tokyo.  Please find below the 
address and contact person at the ADBI. 
 

Ms. Mihoko Saito, ADBI  
Tel: 81-3-3593-5548 (Direct) ;  Email: msaito@adbi.org 

Asian Development Bank Institute 
Kasumigaseki Building, 8th Floor, 3-2-5 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 

Website: http://www.adbi.org/ 
 

mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
http://www.oecd.org/daf/fin/private-pensions/oecdadbihigh-levelpanellti.htm
mailto:msaito@adbi.org
http://www.adbi.org/
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FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
For issues regarding the agenda: For logistical matters:  

 
Mrs. Mamiko Yokoi-Arai 
Principal Administrator,  
Financial Affairs Division, OECD 
E-mail: mamiko.yokoi-arai@oecd.org 
Tel:  +(33 1) 45 24 75 26 
 

Ms. Morven Alexander-Drane 
Project Co-ordinator, OECD 
E-mail: morven.alexander@oecd.org 
Tel.: +(33-1) 45 24 88 36 
 

Ms. Miyuki Izumiyama 
Policy Analyst, OECD 
E-mail: miyuki.izumiyama@oecd.org 
Tel:  +(33-1) 45 24 78 70 

 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION 
 

We have a block reservation at the Hotel Okura Tokyo for participants of this event.   
Address:  Hotel Okura, 2-10-4 Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001 
Telephone:   +81-3-3582–0111  or +81-3-3224-6666 (room reservations) 
Email:   reservation@tokyo.hotelokura.co.jp 
Fax:        +81-3-3582-3034  or +81-3-3582-3707  
Website:  http://www.hotelokura.co.jp/tokyo/en 

 
Please refer to the maps and access details of Hotel Okura at:   
http://www.hotelokura.co.jp/tokyo/en/information/access/ 
 

Booking method:  If you choose to stay at the Hotel Okura, please complete the Hotel Reservation Form 
(attached to your invitation letter) to book directly with the hotel as indicated to obtain the negotiated 
rate.  It is important to make your reservations no later than 28 February 2015, as after this date 
reservations will be subject to availability and the special rate may no longer be available.   
 
Please note that each participant must contact the hotel directly and is personally responsible for the 
reservation and payment of his/her hotel room and all incidental charges by his/her credit card.  The 
organisers are not able to make reservations for you and cannot be responsible for any costs associated 
with participants’ hotel rooms.  
 
If you choose not to stay at the designated hotel, please inform Ms. Morven Alexander, OECD (E-mail: 
morven.alexander@oecd.org ) of the hotel where you will be staying. 
 
ALTERNATIVE HOTEL SUGGESTIONS: 
 
If you wish to stay at any of the following alternative hotels, please contact the hotel directly. 
 
1.Daiichi Hotel Annex (approximately 15 minutes’ walk from ADBI) 
Address: 1-5-2, Uchisaiwai-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0011 
Telephone: 81-3-3503-5611    
Email: reserve@daiichi-hotel.co.jp   
Fax: 81-3-3503-5777           
Website: http://www.daiichihotelannex-tokyo.com/ 
 

mailto:mamiko.yokoi-arai@oecd.org
mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
mailto:miyuki.izumiyama@oecd.org
mailto:reservation@tokyo.hotelokura.co.jp
http://www.hotelokura.co.jp/tokyo/en
http://www.hotelokura.co.jp/tokyo/en/information/access/
mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
http://www.daiichihotelannex-tokyo.com/
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2.  Hotel Villa Fontaine ROPPONGI (approximately 15-20 minutes’ walk from ADBI) 
1-6-2 Roppongi Minato-ku 
Tokyo, 106-0032 
Tel: 03-3560-1110 
Fax: 03-3560-1388 
http://www.hvf.jp/eng/roppongi.php  
 
3. Hotel Villa Fontaine Tokyo-Shiodome (approximately 15-20 minutes’ walk from ADBI) 
1-9-2 Higashi-shinbashi Minato-ku 
Tokyo, 105-0021 
Tel: 03-3569-2220 /  
Fax: 03-3569-2111 
http://www.hvf.jp/eng/shiodome.php  
 
 
VISA FOR JAPAN AND INSURANCE 
 
You are advised to contact your local Japanese embassy or consulate to verify if you require a visa to enter 
Japan.  If required, please complete the Passport Information Form (attached to your invitation) in order to 
receive the necessary Letter of Guarantee from the Japanese authorities, by 9 February 2015. 
 
Participants are advised to have adequate medical and travel insurance to cover their visit to Japan. 
 

PROCEDURAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
The High-Level Panel registration will begin at 9:00 am on Friday 13 March.  It will end at 17h45. 
 
WORKING LANGUAGE 
 
The working language of the events will be English. 
 
MEALS 
 
Lunch:  Friday 13 March:  
Buffet lunch for all participants will be provided by the ADBI and the OECD, at the conference venue.  
Please confirm your attendance via the Registration Form (attached to your invitation letter). 
 
The organisers regret that no programme can be arranged for spouses/partners. 
 

 

GOING FROM HOTEL OKURA TO THE CONFERENCE VENUE - ADBI 
 
A map of the area indicating the Kasumigaseki building and the Hotel Okura can be found on p.6 of this note. 
 

 On foot  
The ADBI is within a short walking distance (approximately 15 minutes’ walk) from the Hotel Okura 
Tokyo.  The venue of the event is on the 8th floor of the ADBI building. 

 
 By taxi   

If you choose to go from the Okura Hotel to ADBI by taxi, the fare is around JPY 800 (at your own 
expense).  You can show the Japanese message below to the driver.  

霞ヶ関ビルまでお願いします。(“Please go to the Kasumigaseki Building”). 

http://www.hvf.jp/eng/roppongi.php
http://www.hvf.jp/eng/shiodome.php
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AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
 
Airport transfers to and from the hotel cannot be arranged by the organizers.  Please use one of the 
following transportations to the centre of Tokyo.  Cash should be prepared for a ticket. Cash exchange is 
available at the airport. 
 

(1) Limousine bus 
 
JPY 3,000/each way, approx. 90-105 minutes 
The airport limousine bus is the easiest way to the hotel as the bus goes directly to the Hotel Okura. 
You can buy tickets at the airport limousine bus counter located in the airport arrival lobby. Please ask for a 
ticket to Hotel Okura Tokyo. 
 
No reservation is required for the ticket from the airport to the Hotel, but you need to make a reservation 
for your return to the airport at the bell captain desk of the hotel.  Please visit the website for details of 
airport limousine bus (ticket counter and bus stop) at http://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/ 
 
From Narita International Airport to Hotel Okura Tokyo: JPY 3,100/each way, approx. 90-130 minutes. 
leaving at7:25 / 09:40 / 14:40 / 15:40 / 16:40 / 17:40/ 18:30/ 19:40 / 21:20 from Terminal 2 
Bus leaves 5 minutes later from Terminal 1 South Wing. 
Bus leaves 10 minutes later from Terminal 1 North Wing 
http://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/platform_searches/index/2/56/ 
 
From Hotel Okura Tokyo to Narita International Airport, the bus leaves at  
06:20 / 07:20 / 07:50 / 08:20 / 09:50 / 11:20 / 12:20 / 13:20/ 14:20/ 15:20/ 16:20 
 
From Haneda Airport to Hotel Okura Tokyo: JPY 1,130/ each way, approx. 55-70 minutes leaving at 7:40 / 
10:35/ 13:30 / 14:15 from the International Terminal 
Bus leaves 10 minutes later from Terminal 2, Bus leaves 15 minutes later from Terminal 1 
http://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/platform_searches/index/4/56 
 
From Hotel Okura Tokyo to Haneda Airport, the bus leaves at 09:25 / 12:05 / 22:10 
 

 
(2) Train 

 From Narita airport (JR Narita Express) http://www.jreast.co.jp/e/nex/ 
Fare: 3,020 yen (To Tokyo Station), Time: 1 hour 
Note: The station is located on the basement level of Narita Airport. Please follow the signs to the ticket 
counter and purchase a ticket to Tokyo Station from which you can take a taxi to the Hotel Okura. The 
taxi ride will take about 15 minutes and will cost approximately 1,500 yen. 

 From Haneda airport (Tokyo Monorail)  
http://www.tokyo-monorail.co.jp/english/guidance/index.html 
Fare: 490 yen (To Hamamatsucho Station, the last station), Time: 20 minutes 
From Hamamatsucho Station to Hotel Okura, it will take about 10 minutes by a taxi for approximately 1,000 yen. 

 
 
(3) Taxi 
 

http://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/
http://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/platform_searches/index/2/56/
http://www.limousinebus.co.jp/en/platform_searches/index/4/56
http://www.jreast.co.jp/e/nex/
http://www.tokyo-monorail.co.jp/english/guidance/index.html
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Please note:  it is not advisable to take a taxi all the way from Narita Airport, as it is a 90-minute journey by car 

and is very expensive. 

From Narita Airport: approx. 25,000 yen, time: approx. 90 minutes 
From Haneda Airport: approx. 6,000 yen, time: approx. 30 minutes 
 

 

 

TOKYO SIGHTSEEING INFORMATION 
 
A map of the area can be found in this note together with cultural and historical information.  Brochures on 
Tokyo and the surrounding area will be made available at the conference venue by the ADB Institute. 
 
If you are staying at the Hotel Okura and need any information, before arrival, about Tokyo sightseeing 
trips, please contact the Concierge Desk of the hotel who could help you with any request:  
concierge@tokyo.hotelokura.co.jp 
 
 Tokyo temperature in March:  Daily High: 13.3°C (55.9°F), Daily Low: 5.6°C (42°F) 

mailto:concierge@tokyo.hotelokura.co.jp
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Map showing Hotel Okura and ADBI (in red) 
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TOKYO – GENERAL INFORMATION 

Tokyo (東京, Tōkyō) is Japan's capital and the world's most populous metropolis. It is also one of Japan's 47 prefectures, 

consisting of 23 central city wards and multiple cities, towns and villages west of the city center. The Izu and Ogasawara 

Islands are also part of Tokyo.  

Prior to 1868, Tokyo was known as Edo. A small castle town in the 16th century, Edo became Japan's political center in 1603 

when Tokugawa Ieyasu established his feudal government there. A few decades later, Edo had grown into one of the world's 

most populous cities. With the Meiji Restoration of 1868, the emperor and capital moved from Kyoto to Edo, which was 

renamed Tokyo ("Eastern Capital"). Large parts of Tokyo were destroyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 and in the 

air raids of 1945.  

Today, Tokyo offers a seemingly unlimited choice of shopping, entertainment, culture and dining to its visitors. The city's 

history can be appreciated in districts such as Asakusa, and in many excellent museums, historic temples and gardens. 

Contrary to common perception, Tokyo also offers a number of attractive green spaces in the city center and within relatively 

short train rides at its outskirts. 

[http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2164.html] 

 

Tokyo Sightseeing - Attractions 

1. Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building - The best look out in Tokyo.  
2. Tokyo Imperial Palace East Garden - Excellent gardens next to Palace.  
3. Sensoji Temple Asakusa - Temple & garden  
4. Odaiba - Including Rainbow Bridge & Venus Fort shopping centre.  
5. Shibuya - The place to see & buy Tokyo fashion.  
6. Harajuku - May be the top fashion place in Tokyo.  
7. Meiji Jingu Shrine - Actively used shrine in Yoyogi Park.  
8. Ueno Park - Easy to reach & beautiful in cherry blossom season.  
9. Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden - Mixture of European & Japanese.  
10. Akihabara - Tokyo's "Electric Town" 
 

Tokyo Sightseeing - Temples & Shrines 

Gokuku-ji Temple 
Meiji Jingu Shrine 
Sensoji Temple 

Tsukiji Hongan-ji Temple 
Yasukuni Shrine 

Zojoji Temple 

Tokyo Sightseeing - Landmarks & Key Buildings 

See also section on Tokyo Architecture. 
Akasaka Palace 

Imperial Palace Tokyo 
Kabuki Theater 
Makuhari Messe 

National Diet Building 
Nippon Budokan 
Rainbow Bridge 
Roppongi Hills 

Ryogoku Kokugikan 
Sunshine 60 Building 

Tokyo Dome 

http://www.japan-guide.com/list/e1002.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e8200.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e8200.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2296.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2128.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2130.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2135.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2158.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/a/earthquake/
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3053.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3004.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3054.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3034.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3034.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2164.html
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_metropolitan_government_building.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_imperial_palace_east_garden.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/sensoji_temple.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/asakusa.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/odaiba.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/shibuya.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/harajuku.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/meiji_shrine.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/ueno_park.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/shinjuku_gyoen.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/akihabara.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/gokuku-ji_temple.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/meiji_shrine.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/sensoji_temple.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tsukiji_hongan-ji.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/yasukuni_shrine.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/minato_zojoji.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_architecture.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/akasaka_palace.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/imperial_palace_tokyo.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/kabuki_theater.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/makuhari_messe.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/national_diet_building.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/nippon_budokan.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/rainbow_bridge.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/roppongi_hills.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/ryogoku_kokugikan.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/sunshine_60.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_dome.htm
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Tokyo Disneyland 
Tokyo International Forum 

Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building 
Tokyo Tower 

Tsukiji fish market 
Yoyogi National Gymnasium 

Tokyo Sightseeing - Galleries & Museums 

Edo Tokyo Museum 
Museum of Contemporary Art 

National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo 
Tokyo National Museum 

Tokyo National Science Museum 

 [http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_sightseeing.htm] 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_disneyland.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_international_forum.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_metropolitan_government_building.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_tower.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tsukiji_fish_market.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/yoyogi_national_gymnasium.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/edo_tokyo_museum.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/koto.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/chiyoda_kitanomaru_park.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_national_museum.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/ueno_park.htm#Tokyo_National_Science_Museum
http://www.gojapango.com/tokyo/tokyo_sightseeing.htm
http://www.gojapango.com/japan_picture/displayimage-203.html
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JAPAN - GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Capital: 
Tokyo, population 12,790,000 (2007) 

 

Major Cities: 
Yokohama, population 3,632,000 

Osaka, population 2,636,000 

Nagoya, population 2,236,000 

Sapporo, population 1,891,000 

Kobe, population 1,529,000 

Kyoto, population 1,465,000 

Fukuoka, population 1,423,000 

 

Government: 

Japan has a constitutional monarchy, headed by the Emperor. The current emperor is Akihito; he wields very little political 

power, serving primarily as the symbolic and diplomatic leader of the country. 

The political leader of Japan is the Prime Minister, who heads the Cabinet. Japan's bicameral legislature is made up of a 480-

seat House of Representatives, and a 242-seat House of Councillors. 

Japan has a four-tier court system, headed by the 15-member Supreme Court. The country has a European-style civil law 

system. 

 

Population: 

Japan is home to about 127,500,000 people. Today, the country suffers from a very low birth rate, making it one of the most 

rapidly aging societies in the world. 

The Yamato Japanese ethnic group comprises 98.5% of the population. The other 1.5% includes Koreans (0.5%), Chinese 

(0.4%), and the indigenous Ainu (50,000 people). The Ryukyuan people of Okinawa and neighboring islands may or may not 

be ethnically Yamato. 

An estimated 360,000 Brazilians and Peruvians of Japanese origin have also returned to Japan, most famously former 

Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori. 

 

Languages: 

The vast majority of Japan's citizens (99%) speak Japanese as their primary language. 

Japanese is in the Japonic language family, and seems to be unrelated to Chinese and Korean. However, Japanese has 

borrowed heavily from Chinese, English, and other languages. In fact, 49% of Japanese words are loan-words from Chinese, 

and 9% come from English. 

Three writing systems coexist in Japan: hiragana, used for native Japanese words, inflected verbs, etc.; katakana, used for non-

Japanese loanwords, emphasis, and onomatopoeia; and kanji, which is used to express the large number of Chinese loan-

words in the Japanese language. 

 

Religion: 

95% of Japanese citizens adhere to a syncretic blend of Shintoism and Buddhism. There are minorities of under 1% of 

Christians, Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs. 

Shinto is the native religion of Japan, which developed in prehistoric times. It is a polytheistic faith, emphasizing the divinity 

of the natural world. Shintoism does not have a holy book or founder.  

Most Japanese Buddhists belong to the Mahayana school, which came to Japan from Baekje Korea in the sixth century.  

In Japan, Shinto and Buddhist practices are combined into a single religion, with Buddhist temples being built at the sites of 

important Shinto shrines. 

 

Geography: 

The Japanese Archipelago includes more than 3,000 islands, covering a total area of 377,835 square kilometers. The four main 

islands, from north to south, are Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu. 

Japan is largely mountainous and forested, with only 11.6% of its area arable land. 

The highest point is Mt. Fuji at 3,776 meters (12,385 feet). The lowest is Hachiro-gata, at 4 meters below sealevel (-12 feet). 

Positioned astride the Pacific Ring of Fire, Japan features a number of hydrothermal features such as geysers and hotsprings. It 

also suffers frequent earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions. 
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Climate: 

Stretching 3500 km (2174 miles) from north to south, Japan includes a number of different climate zones. It has a temperate 

climate overall, with four seasons. 

Heavy snowfall is the rule in the winter on the northern island of Hokkaido; in 1970, the town of Kutchan received 312 cm 

(over 10 feet) of snow in a single day! The total snowfall for that winter was more than 20 meters (66 feet). 

The southern island of Okinawa, in contrast, has a semi-tropical climate with an average annual temperate of 20 Celsius (72 

degrees Fahrenheit). The island receives about 200 cm (80 inches) of rain per year. 

 

History: 

Japan likely was settled about 35,000 years ago by Paleolithic people from the Asian mainland. At the end of the last Ice Age, 

about 10,000 years ago, a culture called the Jomon developed. Jomon hunter-gatherers fashioned fur clothing, wooden houses, 

and elaborate clay vessels. According to DNA analysis, the Ainu people may be descendents of the Jomon. 

 

A second wave of settlement around 400 B.C. by the Yayoi people introduced metal-working, rice cultivation, and weaving to 

Japan. DNA evidence suggests that these settlers came from Korea. 

The first era of recorded history in Japan is the Kofun (250-538 A.D.), characterized by large burial mounds or tumuli. The 

Kofun were headed by a class of aristocratic warlords; they adopted many Chinese customs and innovations. 

 

Buddhism came to Japan during the Asuka Period, 538-710, as did the Chinese writing system. Society was divided into clans, 

ruled from Yamato Province. 

The first strong central government developed in Nara (710-794); the aristocratic class practiced Buddhism and Chinese 

calligraphy, while agricultural villagers followed Shintoism. 

 

Japan's unique culture developed rapidly in the Heian era, 794-1185. The imperial court turned out enduring art, poetry and 

prose. The samurai warrior class developed at this time, as well. 

 

Samurai lords, called "shoguns," took over governmental power in 1185, and ruled Japan in the name of the emperor until 

1868. The Kamakura Shogunate (1185-1333) ruled much of Japan from Kyoto. Aided by two miraculous typhoons, the 

Kamakura repelled attacks by Mongol armadas in 1274 and 1281. 

A particularly strong emperor, Go-Daigo, tried to overthrew shogunate rule in 1331, resulting in a civil war between 

competing northern and southern courts that finally ended in 1392. During this time, a class of strong regional lords called 

"daimyo" increased in power; their control lasted through the end of the Edo period, also known as the Tokugawa Shogunate, 

in 1868. 

In that year, a new constitutional monarchy was established, headed by the Meiji Emperor. The power of the shoguns was 

broken. 

 

After the Meiji Emperor's death, his son became the Taisho Emperor (r. 1912-1926). His chronic illnesses allowed the Diet of 

Japan to democratize the country further.  

The Showa Emperor, Hirohito, (r. 1926-1989) oversaw Japan during World War II and its rebirth as a modern, industrialized 

nation.  The current Emperor is Akihito. 

 

 

 
 


