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1. OECD Global Insurance 

Statistics’ exercise 
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Main long-term goal and objectives 

The long-term goal of the OECD Global Insurance 

Statistics’ project is to further enhance the monitoring of 

the insurance markets through the analysis of sound and 

reliable comparable international insurance official 

statistical information. 

To fulfill this main long-term goal,  

the OECD Global Insurance Statistics’ two-folds objectives are: 

 

(i) to ensure the continued relevance, quality and timeliness  

of global insurance statistics as a means to promote effective  

surveillance and the development of insurance markets,  

 

(ii) to augment the global reach of the statistical exercise 

 by expanding its geographical scope. 
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Scope and sources 

 The database covers major official insurance statistics, dating back 

to 1983 covering general information on the insurance markets but 

also data related to the market share by foreign companies in each 

country, business written abroad, premiums in terms of risk 

destination, foreign and domestic investment.  

 

 Data includes all insurance companies licensed or authorised in 

each country, including professional reinsurers, whether or not these 

are controlled, but excluding any statutory system of social security 

administered by the State. 

 

 Data are reported on an annual basis mostly by ministries, 

supervisory agencies or national statistical offices.  The datasets 

cover OECD countries. 

 

 All the data have been reported by relevant national insurance 

authorities in each country. 
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Status of current work 

 Accelerating data timeliness  through the collection of fast-track 

data, Year-end data pertaining to the core set of variables are 

released with about a 6-months lag. Additional detailed year-end 

variables are released with about a 10-month lag; 

 

 Further improve the global reach of the exercise; 

 

 A preliminary stocktaking of statistics and indicators obtained or 

provided through other international sources. 

 

 The augmented framework enables the provision of more detailed 

aggregated official data for direct insurance and reinsurance sectors 

through the acquisition of data using a standard electronic 

questionnaire. 
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The OECD insurance statistics electronic questionnaire (1/3) 

 Part 1 (sections 1.1 to 1.5) seeks advanced aggregate statistics, as 

well as qualitative information, and,  

 

 Part 2 (sections 2.1 to 2.15) requests more detailed statistics. 

 

(for further details see Tables 4 to 6 of room document 1) 

 

 Both Part 1 and Part 2 questionnaires are sent at the same time 

during the first quarter: 

 

 Part 1 component is approximately requested end of May, so as to 

permit the dissemination of key statistical data and indicators in June; 

  

 Part 2 is approximately requested mid- to end of October, so as to 

permit dissemination of preliminary statistical data in December.  
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 Section 1.1 deals with business written in the reporting country and include all 

business written, whether in respect of domestic or foreign (world-wide) risks, and 

analysed according to the categories of insurers (“Domestic Enterprises”, “Foreign-

controlled Undertakings” and “Branches and agencies of foreign Undertakings”);  

 

 section 1.2 focuses on premiums of life insurance by type of contracts (i.e. unit-

linked, annuities, other life insurance contracts). The latter includes data on pension 

insurance contracts, collected as a separate item; 

 

 Sections 1.3 (and 2.12) collect information pertaining to balance sheet and income 

statement variables of direct insurers and reinsurers. These sections compile key 

aggregate statistics notably relating to total assets, shareholder equity, technical 

provisions and net income; 

 

 Section 1.4 concerns investments by direct insurers, while section 2.13 covers 

investments by reinsurers.  Both sections cover the breakdown of investments 

according to the categories of insurance enterprises (“Domestic Enterprises”, 

“Foreign-controlled Undertakings” and “Branches and agencies of foreign 

Undertakings”); 

 

 Sections 1.5 (and 2.10) seek comments on developments in the insurance sector, by 

segment, including factors that might explain trends and/or variations. 

 

 

 

The OECD insurance statistics electronic questionnaire (2/3) 
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 Section 2.1 deals with general information on the reporting country (e.g. number of 

undertakings and employees); 

 

 Section 2.2 specifically deals with business written in the reporting country on 

risks situated outside the reporting country (=foreign risks) while section 2.3 

covers the breakdown of business between domestic and foreign risks on a net 

premium basis; 

 

 Section 2.4 covers business written abroad by branches, agencies and 

subsidiaries established abroad of domestic undertakings and includes all 

business written outside a given country by these entities (in both OECD and non-

OECD countries) while the geographical breakdown of business written by branches 

and agencies only (i.e. excluding subsidiaries) for life and non-life segment, 

respectively, is given under sections 2.5 and 2.6. Premiums written by classes of 

non-life insurance for the business written is provided by section 2.7; 

 

 Sections 2.9, 2.10 and 2.11 concern gross claims payments, gross operating 

expenses and commissions, respectively. 

 

 

The OECD insurance statistics electronic questionnaire (3/3) 
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Data dissemination 

 “Insurance Statistics Yearbook: Edition 2010” (released in 

September) and a CD-ROM; 

 

 The OECD is planning to release a short newsletter during 

the second semester 2010; 

 

 A one-stop statistics where historical data series presenting 

comparable statistics and indicators can be retrieved easily: 
http://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx . 
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List of current indicators 
  • Trends in gross premiums 

• Market share 

• Density 

• Penetration 

• Life insurance share 

• Direct total gross premiums/number of employees of  
insurance companies 

• Retention ratio 

• Ratio of reinsurance accepted 

• Market share of foreign companies 
• Market share of branches/agencies of foreign companies 

• Loss ratio 

• Expense ratio 

• Combined ratio (loss ratio + expense ratio) 

• Return on investment/total investment 

• Investment ratio 

• Solvency ratio 

• Reserve ratio 

• Structural ratio 

• Capital and reserves/technical provisions 
• Profit or loss for the financial year/gross written premiums 

• Profit of loss for the financial year/capital and reserves (2  
years mean) 

indicators 

For dissemination 

through the OECD 

data warehouse 

and/or used  in 

analytical 

publications? 
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OECD data warehouse: 
http://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx  

Insurance statistics: under the 
theme “Finance” 
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All range 
of 

insurance 
statistics 

Direct access: 
http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DatasetCode=INSIND  
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Direct access: 
http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DatasetCode=PT2  
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Chart facility 
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2. Overview of existing 

international insurance 

statistics exercises (*)  

(*) This section draws on elements of a preliminary stocktaking of 

existing international insurance statistics exercises undertaken by the 

OECD and a draft paper circulated as Room Document 1 at the 

occasion of the OECD-Asia Regional Seminar on insurance statistics. 
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Main highlights 
 A variety of international insurance datasets that have their 

respective goal; 

 

 Datasets have their respective specialisation in terms of scope, 

breadth and depth; 

 

 Certain commonalities across exercises can also be observed. 

Preliminary conclusions 

 

The specialisation of datasets does not impede us: 

 

- to further standardise definitions; 

- to make better use of existing data; 

- to cross compare datasets across organisations for the sake of quality. 
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Main goal by exercise 

OECD Institutional Investors

(Satellite accounts)

Overview of the factual situation in an integrated set of accounts for each of the main sectors in the 

economy with a focus on institutional investors through the satellite accounts

OECD and ECB Financial

Accounts

CEIOPS

ECB and CEIOPS

OECD Global Insurance Statistics Monitor the structure, activity, competitiveness and performance (e.g. financial strength, stability, 

profitability and solvency) of the insurance sector

Eurostat SBS insurance statistics

CEA

IAIS micro data collection on data

from largest reinsurers
Supervision and regulation of the reinsurance sector

Monetary and stability purposes: overview of the possible sources of risk and vulnerability to financial 

stability in the euro area. 

Monitor the structure, activity of the insurance sector 
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Synopsis of the main characteristics of existing insurance 

statistics exercises (Referred as Table 1 in Room document 1) 

Timeliness Main sources Coverage
Statistical and 

analytical publication
Geographical scope Historical data Accessibility

OECD

Year-end data with 

about a 6 month lag for 

the core set of variables 

(so-called Part 1) to a 

10 month lag for the 

more detailed set of 

variables

Ministries, Supervisory 

authorities, National 

Statistical Offices

Life

Non-life

Composite

Reinsurance

- “Insurance Statistics 

Yearbook” (on-going)

- A newsletter to be 

established

32 OECD countries 

and selected non-

OECD countries

From 1983 onwards

Data available through 

an on-line database 

with selected variables 

and indicators freely 

available.

Eurostat
Year-end data with 

about a 12 month lag

Ministries, Supervisory 

authorities, National 

Statistical Offices

Life

Non-life

Composite

Reinsurance

"Statistics in Focus: 

Insurance" (ad-hoc)
EU member states From 1996 onwards

Data available through 

an on-line database 

(under the Structural 

Business statistics) and 

freely available.
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Synopsis of the main characteristics of existing 

insurance statistics exercises (continued) 

Timeliness Main sources Coverage
Statistical and 

analytical publication
Geographical scope Historical data Accessibility

Year-end data with 

about a 6 month lag

Information from 

largest insurance 

groups

Life

Non-life
"Financial Stability 

Report" (spring report)

26 large and important 

European insurance 

groups from AT, CH, 

DE, ES, FI, FR,

IT, NL and UK

None No database

Year-end data with 

about a 12 month lag

Supervisory authorities 

and various sources

Life

Non-life

Composite

Reinsurance

"Financial Stability 

Report" (autumn report)
EU member states From 2003 onwards

Data are released in 

Excel format and freely 

available.

IAIS
Year-end data with 

about a 6 month lag

Supervisory authorities 

and various sources
Reinsurance

"Global Reinsurance 

Market Report"

51 leading global 

reinsurers

worldwide

None No data release.

CEA
Year-end data with 

about a 6 months lag

Insurance associations 

(survey data) and 

various sources 

(Sigma)

Life

Non-life

Composite

Reinsurance

"European Insurance in 

Figures" 
EU member states From 1999 onwards

No database or data 

release through a 

statistical publication.

CEIOPS
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Commonalities among existing insurance statistics exercises, extract from Table 2 
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Selected elements of specialisation by exercise, extract from Table 2 

OECD

- Business written by localization of risk (i.e. domestic vs. foreign);

- Business written in the reporting country on risks situated outside the reporting country;

- Business written on annuity products and pension contracts.

Eurostat

- Detailed data on the number of undertakings including various breakdown (e.g. by size class of gross 

premiums written, by size class of gross technical provisions);

- Data on the geographical breakdown of the business written;

- Number of contracts outstanding at the end of the accounting year;

- Number of insured vehicles at the end of the accounting year;

- Number of claims incurred during the accounting year.

CEIOPS

- Detailed data pertaining to technical provisions

- Gross written premiums of the largest 3, 5 and 10 companies, that enable the calculation of concentration 

ratios.

IAIS

- Counterparties exposures (key liabilities and paid up capital) notably by sector of counterparty;

- Investment data on derivatives and on participation in credit default-swaps and CDOs, both breakdown 

according to their notational and fair value. 
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THANK YOU 

 

Room document 1 presents a preliminary draft stocktaking. It will be revised taking 

into consideration the discussions at the occasion of the OECD-Asia Regional 

Seminar  (23-24 September 2010) , feedback from the participants and from the 

main stakeholders.  

 

Comments can be sent directly to Jean-Marc Salou, Project-Manager, OECD 

Global Insurance Statistics (jean-marc.salou@oecd.org) . 


