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LAUNCH OF REPORT ON TRENDS IN COMPETITION ENFORCEMENT IN ASIA-PACIFIC SHEDS NEW LIGHT 
ON INSTITUTIONAL AND REGULATORY PROGRESS, AUTHORITIES’ RESPONSES TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 
Paris, 13 DECEMBER 2021 – The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and the 
Korea Policy Centre today launched the report OECD Asia-Pacific Competition Law Enforcement Trends 
2021 at the 6th Meeting of High-Level Representatives of Asia-Pacific Competition Authorities. 
 
The report draws on the OECD CompStats Database* and other sources to outline key elements of the 
legal competition regimes and institutional approaches to competition enforcement in 16 jurisdictions in 
the region, and to analyse the competition resources and enforcement activity of the respective 
competition authorities. 
 
During the past two decades, Asia-Pacific has witnessed a remarkable increase in the importance of 
competition. Several jurisdictions have established competition policy regimes, and others have 
implemented substantial changes to their existing systems – for instance, expanding the scope of their 
laws and boosting competition enforcement powers.  
 
Competition frameworks that have undergone such changes have benefited greatly from the best 
practices and vast experience of the OECD, and in particular from the OECD members in the region 
(Australia, Japan, Korea and New Zealand) and the OECD-Korea Policy Centre Competition Programme, 
which has held events for more than 3,000 participants in the region since 2004. 
 
OECD Asia-Pacific Competition Law Enforcement Trends 2021 provides multi-year data on competition 
enforcement indicators, supporting informed policymaking and contributing to the ongoing 
improvement of competition law and policy in Asia-Pacific. 
 
In particular, it identifies the following trends:  

 
• Most Asia-Pacific jurisdictions are increasing their competition regulatory and enforcement 

resources in terms of budgets and staff headcount. In the past six years, the average budget for 
competition matters among authorities in the region has increased by 22.7% in real terms – a 
compound annual growth rate of 3.4%. The number of staff working on competition has 
increased by 23.7% – a compound annual growth rate of 3.6%. 

 
• Asia-Pacific, like much of the rest of the world, has seen a significant increase in the number of 

merger control regimes in recent decades. 
 

• There is a high concentration of merger reviews in a small number of Asia-Pacific jurisdictions, 
with one-third of authorities in the region responsible for almost 81% of merger decisions in 
2020. 

 
• Asia-Pacific’s mix of well-established, experienced competition authorities, and less-experienced, 

more recently established authorities, makes enforcement numbers vary substantially within the 
region. This is a result of several younger agencies having a focus and prioritise advocacy to 
create a culture of competition. 



 
• Several jurisdictions in Asia-Pacific are increasingly using economic analysis in competition 

enforcement cases. As some of the region’s younger competition regimes develop, this may 
continue or even accelerate. 

 
OECD Asia-Pacific Competition Law Enforcement Trends 2021 also provides a timely examination of the 
response among competition regulators to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, revealing, among other 
things, the following: 
 

• Competition authorities in Asia-Pacific are playing a key role in helping governments to bring 
about a rapid, sustained economic recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic. Most competition 
agencies have reported involvement with the design or development of economic recovery 
packages related to Covid-19, and their active responses to the crisis have included a range of 
measures to tackle issues arising from it. 

 
• Covid-19 response measures taken by competition authorities in Asia-Pacific have included, on 

one hand, allowing temporary co-operation and collaboration agreements, and relaxing 
competition laws and regulations, and on the other, robustly enforcing rules against anti-
competitive practices and conduct potentially affecting consumers. 

 
• In merger control, some competition authorities have relaxed merger review timelines and kept 

in place strong merger control mechanisms to avoid markets becoming more concentrated 
during and after the crisis. 

 
 
Ori Schwartz, Head of the OECD Competition Division said: “Competition authorities have an important 
role to play in the context of helping usher in an economic recovery following the pandemic, and 
competition considerations must be given due weight in the policymaking process if that recovery is to 
be fair and sustained. The extent to which those considerations are factored into policymaking now will 
shape important and lasting outcomes in the years ahead.” 
 
OECD Competition Expert Wouter Meester said: “Covid has brought challenges for competition 
authorities across the region – and indeed the world – and this report reveals some of our key findings 
on the impact of the pandemic and the response to it among competition authorities. A key lesson from 
this crisis is that competition issues should not be side-lined or sacrificed amid emergency measures to 
support economies, and that competition authorities’ resolve to maintain a level playing field despite 
the circumstances will give recovery efforts the solid foundations they need.”  
 
Jungwon Song, Director-General of the OECD/KPC said: "This report focuses on competition 
enforcement activities and policy trends in the Asia-Pacific region based on data from 16 jurisdictions. 
The OECD/KPC will consider producing it on a regular basis in the future." 
  



 

About the OECD/Korea Policy Centre 
 
The joint OECD/Korea Policy Centre (OECD/KPC) is an international co-operation organisation 
established between the OECD and the Korean government. The OECD/KPC’s Competition Programme 
provides capacity building for competition officials and judges from the Asia-Pacific region. It also 
undertakes research on competition law and policy issues of common interest. 
 
The Centre holds seminars and workshops on competition-related topics throughout the year, in 
addition to an annual workshop for judges. These give participants the opportunity to share their 
experience in the competition field with their peers, as well as judges, from both the Asia-Pacific region 
and other parts of the world. 
 
Expert practitioners from established agencies in the region, as well as from OECD member countries, 
are invited to share their experiences and best practices at workshops held regularly for competition 
officials on topics such as cartels, abuses of dominance and merger control. 
 
The OECD/KPC therefore plays a pivotal role in facilitating the exchange of experience and good 
practices between younger competition jurisdictions and OECD members in the region (Australia, Japan, 
Korea and New Zealand) and elsewhere. 
 
*About the OECD CompStats Database 
 
The OECD CompStats Database compiles responses from participating jurisdictions to the OECD 
Competition Basic Statistics Questionnaire on competition enforcement activity. It covers 73 
jurisdictions, 34 variables and six years (2015-2020). In 2021, the database included 16 jurisdictions in 
Asia-Pacific: Australia; Bangladesh; Brunei Darussalam; Chinese Taipei; Hong Kong, China; India; 
Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; the People’s Republic of China; the Philippines; 
Singapore; Thailand; and Viet Nam. 
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