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From the 24th to 26th of October 2017, the Centre held a

or divide or share markets. The objective of the workshop was

workshop in New Delhi, India dedicated to sharing best practices

to equip participating competition authorities with the necessary

in cartel procedures. This was an event co-hosted with the

know-how for detection and practical enforcement in fighting

Competition Commission of India (CCI).

cartels, with an emphasis on evidence gathering and best

Cartels have been considered by the OECD as “a principal focus of

practices on investigative steps that may be taken and building

competition policy and enforcement” and the OECD Competition

cases from scratch.

Committee has devoted significant number of policy discussions

This workshop had more than 40 participants from competition

on identifying best practices for hard-core cartel enforcement.

officials from a multiplicity of jurisdictions in the Asia Pacific Region

This workshop was on fighting cartels and in particular on fighting

(China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Malaysia the

“Hard core” cartels - meaning anticompetitive agreements by

Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Viet Nam), including many

competitors to fix prices, restricts output, submit collusive tenders,

participants from the CCI. On the other hand, panel members
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of Prevention Division of Makassar of the KPPU with a tyre cartel.
In the afternoon, Mr. Yoon representing the KFTC provided a
presentation on dealing with indirect evidence in cartels in Korea.
The first day of the workshop finished with an in-depth session
lead by Mr. Howard Parker of the US DOJ on building a cartel case,
from the case strategy to the day to day management of the case
team. This was followed by a case study offered by Mr. Jhe-Hao
Yang of Chinese Taipei.
The second day started with the work done by the CCI in its
included experts from the Korea Fair Trade Commission (KFTC), US

fight against cartels, by offering a very comprehensive picture

DOJ, the Italian AGCM, and the Japanese Fair Trade Commission

of the legal framework as well as of the enforcement against

(JFTC).

cartels more specifically, providing a number of examples. Mr.

The event opened with introductory speeches by Director General

Singh, Advisor to the Board of the CCI, who lead this session also

Yoon of the Korea Policy Centre, Mr. Devender Sikri (Chairman

discussed the leniency programme in India. This was followed by

of the CCI) and by Mr. Ruben Maximiano of the OECD. The first

Mr. Parker’s very practical presentation on how to ask the right

session was offered by Mr. Maximiano, sharing the importance of

questions in interviews, from preparation to execution. This was

fighting cartels, with many examples of cartels from a number of
jurisdictions as well as an explanation of how cartels function and
the types of evidence that can be collected and the main methods
for getting that evidence. Mr. Maximiano also provided a road map
of the three day workshop introducing the topic at a general level
and putting it into the context of the toolbox at the disposal of
competition agencies.
The second session was led by Mr. Yusuke Sakurai, Chief
Investigator at the JFTC that shared the experience of the JFTC
in detecting cartels, in particular how the complaint system and
the leniency programme function in practice. The first case study
session of the workshop was provided by Mr. Santy Tobing, Head
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followed by the first hypothetical case where the assembly was
divided into smaller groups of between 8 and 10 persons to
discuss and try and solve a cartel case. With many adaptations the
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hypothetical case involves a cartel in the asphalt industry inspired

raids, or unannounced inspections with many practical tips in all

by a case from Sweden where the Swedish Competition Authority

stages of the operation of dawn raids and then how to deal with

investigated the asphalt industry which was suspected of rigging

the evidence collected – both sessions led by Ms. Vittoria Tesei,

bids for many road construction projects. This hypothetical case

from the Italian AGCM. The third case study was offered by Ms.

was discussed in three different sessions, allowing simulating

Erika Yu and Mr. Frederick Good of the Hong Kong Competition

interviews, dawn raids as well as a final discussion of evidence

Commission.

collected and next steps.

Overall, this was a very successful event with many and

The third day was dedicated to more practical aspects of fighting

enthusiastic participants showing great interest in the practical

cartel cases, in particular looking at how to undertake dawn

details of how to conduct a cartel investigation.
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