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Made up of representatives from the Parties to the Anti-Bribery Convention, 

the OECD Working Group on Bribery meets four times per year. 

Country reports on implementation of the Anti-Bribery Convention and the 2009 

Anti-Bribery Recommendation 

The Working Group on Bribery (WGB): 

• Adopted Italy’s Phase 4 report and press release, which were published on 18 October 2022. The 

report welcomes Italy’s strengthened legislation and an increasing pace of enforcement, as well as 

other positive developments, and makes a range of recommendations to improve Italy’s capacity to 

prevent and combat foreign bribery. Invited Italy to report back in October 2024 on all Phase 4 

recommendations, follow-up issues and enforcement actions.  

• Adopted Portugal’s Phase 4 report and press release, which were published on 8 November 2022. 

The report welcomes efforts and measures Portugal has taken to implement the Convention and 

related instruments, and makes a range of recommendations to improve Portugal’s capacity to 

prevent and combat foreign bribery. Invited Portugal to report back in October 2024 on all Phase 4 

recommendations, follow-up issues and enforcement actions.  

• Considered the United States’ Phase 4 two-year written follow-up report. Concluded that of the nine 

recommendations, the United States had fully implemented 5 (1a, 2a, 2b, 2d, and 3b), partially 

implemented 3 (1c, 2c, and 3a), and not implemented 1 (1b). Recommendations 2b and 2d were 

converted to follow-up issues.  

• Considered the Netherlands’ Phase 4 two-year written follow-up report. Concluded that the 

Netherlands fully implemented 8 recommendations (recommendations 2.c), 5.b), 5.c), 5.d), 9, 11.a), 

11.b) and 13), partially implemented 11 recommendations (recommendations 1; 2.b); 4; 6.b); 6.d); 

6.e); 8.a); 8.b); 8.c); 10; and 12), and not implemented 6 recommendations (recommendations 2.a); 

3; 5.a); 6.a); 6.c); and 7). Invited the Netherlands to report back in October 2023 on whistleblower 

protection, self-reporting procedures, and non-trial resolutions, as well as on the status of foreign 

bribery enforcement.  

• Considered Germany’s Phase 4 additional written report. Concluded that 1 recommendation was 

fully implemented (2.d.). Invited Germany to report back in writing in October 2023 on efforts to 

implement recommendations concerning corporate liability.  

• Considered Costa Rica’s Phase 2 additional written report on outstanding recommendations. 

Invited Costa Rica to report back in writing in March 2023 on its draft whistleblower protection law, 

which would address recommendation 3, and on Bill 22.428.  

• Considered the written follow-up report to Türkiye’s 2021 high-level mission. Agreed to invite 

Türkiye to report on progress made to address key recommendations at the October 2022 meeting 

and to invite the Ambassador of Türkiye to the OECD to attend this meeting, after which a public 

statement would be issued. 

• Discussed outstanding issues from Türkiye’s Phase 3 evaluation that led to the 2021 High-Level 

Mission to Türkiye. Heard Türkiye’s Ambassador to the OECD reiterate Türkiye’s commitment to 

meeting its obligations under the Convention.  

• Considered Norway’s Phase 4 additional follow-up report on steps taken to implement Phase 4 

recommendations 1(c), 2(b), 3(b), 3(c), 3(d) and 4(a) and enforce the foreign bribery offence. 

Concluded that 2 recommendations were fully implemented (1.c. and 4.a.). Invited Norway to report 

https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/italy-phase-4-report.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/despite-notable-achievements-concerning-issues-impede-italys-further-progress-in-fighting-foreign-bribery.htm
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/portugal-phase-4-report.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/portugal-needs-to-urgently-step-up-its-foreign-bribery-enforcement.htm
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/united-states-phase-4-follow-up-report.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/netherlands-phase-4-follow-up-report.pdf
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back in writing in October 2023 on outstanding recommendations and on the status of its 

enforcement of the foreign bribery offence.  

• Heard Bulgaria’s Phase 4 oral report on its implementation of Phase 4 recommendations 4 

(whistleblower protection) and 12 (liability of legal persons). Encouraged Bulgaria to proceed with 

the adoption of pending legislation addressing recommendation 4.  

• Considered Japan’s Phase 4 expedited written report. Agreed that Japan would report back to the 

Working Group on legislative changes after the technical mission in November 2022.  

• Considered Korea’s Phase 4 additional written follow-up report on steps taken to implement 

recommendations 5, 9.a., 9.b., 9.e., 9.g., 10.b., and 12.b. Concluded that Korea had fully 

implemented 1 recommendation (9.e.), partially implemented 1 recommendation (9.b.), while noting 

insufficient efforts in implementing the remaining recommendations (5, 9.a., 9.g., 10.b., and 12.b.). 

Invited Korea to report back in writing in October 2023 on outstanding recommendations, as well 

as on its status of foreign bribery enforcement.  

• Heard Korea report on amendments to its Prosecution Service Act and Criminal Procedure Act. 

Agreed to continue monitoring the reforms at each meeting of the Working Group.  

Ongoing and future WGB projects and events 

The WGB: 

• Continued discussions on the impact of data protection regulations on the WGB’s work.  

• Heard the Secretariat present a revised version of the paper on the implementation of paragraph 

60 of the Phase 4 procedures.  

Global relations activities 

The WGB: 

• Heard an update from the Secretariat on the implementation of the Global Relations Strategy, 

including information on global, regional and country level activities, notably on law enforcement 

responses to corruption in crisis contexts, and related meetings in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, 

Latin America and the Caribbean and Africa, as well as on the second Global Dialogue to held at 

the December plenary.  

Reports from other OECD bodies, invitee countries and international 

organisations 

The WGB: 

• Heard the Secretariat from the OECD Global Relations Committee (GRC) report on the latest 

developments concerning the latest G20 Anti-Corruption Working Group meeting.  

• Heard the International Anti-Corruption Academy provide a presentation of its mandate and 

activities, and express interest in obtaining Observer status in the Working Group.  

• Heard Ukraine and Mauritius elaborate on their requests for Participant status in the Working Group. 

A decision on these requests will be made at the Working Group’s December 2022 meeting.  

• Heard the World Bank reaffirm its commitment to engage with member countries and provide 

capacity-building support, resources and training.  
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• Heard the European Public Prosecutor’s Office provide a report on its activities, and affirm its 

commitment to collaborating with countries in providing mutual legal assistance.  

• Heard GRECO provide an update on its activities. 

• Heard Croatia express its willingness to start the process to accede to the OECD Anti-Bribery 

Convention and commit to aligning its legal and institutional framework with international standards 

to fight transnational crime.  

• Heard Romania provide a report on its efforts to accede to the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention.  

• Heard Saudi Arabia convey its commitment to combating corruption and recognise the Working 

Group’s role in advancing the fight against foreign bribery.  

Tour de table 

The WGB: 

• Heard updates provided by Argentina, Austria, Hungary and the United Kingdom on steps taken to 

implement and enforce the Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in 

International Business Transactions.  


