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Made up of representatives from the Parties to the Anti-Bribery Convention, 

the OECD Working Group on Bribery meets four times per year. 

Country reports on implementation of the Anti-Bribery Convention and the 2021 

Anti-Bribery Recommendation 

The Working Group on Bribery (WGB): 

• Adopted Poland’s Phase 4 report and press release, which were published on 15 December 2022. 

Whilst welcoming certain positive developments, the report expresses concerns about serious 

deficiencies in Poland’s fight against corruption. The report makes a range of recommendations to 

improve Poland’s capacity to detect, investigate and prosecute foreign bribery. Invited Poland to 

report back in December 2023 on its implementation of key recommendations, and in December 

2024 on all recommendations and its enforcement efforts. 

• Adopted Spain’s Phase 4 report and press release, which were published on 19 December 2022. 

The report welcomes several positive developments and good practices but urges Spain to step up 

its foreign bribery enforcement without delay. The report makes a range of recommendations to 

improve Spain’s capacity to prevent and combat foreign bribery. Invited Spain to report back orally 

in December 2023 on the status of priority recommendations, and in December 2024 on all 

recommendations and its enforcement efforts. 

• Considered France’s Phase 4 one-year oral follow-up report on its implementation of 

recommendations 7.a(i); 7.b(i); 7.c(i); 10.a and 18.a. Concluded that progress remains insufficient 

and invited France to provide a follow-up report in December 2023. 

• Considered Finland’s Phase 4 additional written report on its implementation of recommendations 

3.a and 1.b, as well as steps taken to enforce the foreign bribery offence. Concluded that progress 

remains insufficient and agreed to publish a public statement expressing its concerns and noting 

that a high-level mission may be held in 2023 unless tangible progress is reported in June 2023. 

• Considered Hungary’s Phase 4 additional written report on its implementation of key 

recommendations and the status of foreign bribery enforcement. Concluded that no progress has 

been made and agreed to publish a public statement expressing its concerns and noting that a 

high-level mission may be held in 2023 unless tangible progress is reported in June 2023. 

• Considered Japan’s Phase 4 expedited written report on its efforts to address concerns about 

sanctions for natural and legal persons, jurisdiction over legal persons, and the statute of limitations 

for foreign bribery. Concluded that despite its efforts to undertake legislative reforms, Japan’s 

proposals may not fully address the Group’s concerns. Invited Japan to report back in March 2023. 

• Considered Korea’s Phase 4 expedited written report on recent reforms of its Prosecution Service 

Act and Criminal Procedure Act. Concluded that despite its efforts to minimise possible negative 

effects of the reforms, Korea’s capacity to investigate and prosecute foreign bribery cases may 

nevertheless be weakened. Invited Korea to report back in March 2023. 

• Considered Norway’s Phase 4 additional written report on ØKOKRIM’s internal reorganisation and 

the status of Norway’s enforcement of the foreign bribery offence. Invited Norway to report back in 

October 2023. 

• Considered Switzerland’s Phase 4 additional oral report on its implementation of recommendations 

1.a and 9.a. Concluded that no concrete steps had been taken to implement these 

https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/poland-phase-4-report.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/polands-fight-against-foreign-bribery-has-stalled-and-needs-urgent-action.htm
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/spain-phase-4-report.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/spain-needs-to-step-up-its-foreign-bribery-enforcement-without-delay.htm
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/finland-should-urgently-step-up-its-efforts-to-enforce-its-foreign-bribery-offence.htm
https://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/hungary-should-urgently-implement-long-standing-oecd-anti-bribery-recommendations-enforce-its-foreign-bribery-laws-and-improve-engagement-with-working-group-on-bribery.htm
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recommendations. Invited Switzerland to report back in June 2023, at which time the Group may 

consider additional measures. 

• Heard the Monitoring Sub-Group on Brazil report on its fifth and final meeting, and recommend to 

the Group that it resume its regular monitoring process of Brazil with its Phase 4 evaluation 

scheduled for October 2023.  

• Considered Australia’s Phase 4 additional written report on recommendations 5.a and 6.b.  Invited 

Australia to report back in December 2023. 

• Heard an overview of the technical mission to South Africa in July 2022. Invited South Africa to 

report back in October 2023 on steps taken to implement the lessons learned during the technical 

mission. 

Ongoing and future WGB projects and events 

The WGB: 

• Continued discussions on the impact of data protection regulations on the WGB’s work.  

• Heard the Secretariat present a revised version of the paper on the implementation of paragraph 

60 of the Phase 4 procedures.  

• Considered a reference document prepared by the Secretariat on the due diligence warning 

procedure. 

• Conducted a preliminary assessment of Croatia and Romania’s requests to accede to the OECD 

Anti-Bribery Convention, decided that Croatia and Romania meet the preliminary criteria for 

accession and agreed that the Working Group would conduct a full assessment of their accession 

requests in March 2023. 

• Agreed to propose to the Council that Mauritius and Ukraine be granted Participant status in the 

Working Group.  

• Agreed to support extending Saudi Arabia’s Participant status for one year on an exceptional basis.  

• Heard the Secretariat provide an update on the 2021 Data Enforcement report and agreed to launch 

the 2022 enforcement data collection cycle. 

• Heard the Secretariat provide an update on the development of the Working Group’s Global 

Relations Strategic Directions 2023-24.  

• Heard the Chair of the informal meetings of Law Enforcement Officials provide a report on 

December 2022 meetings.  

• Acknowledged the efforts of the outgoing WGB Chair, Drago Kos, whose chairmanship of the Group 

will end on 31 December 2022, and welcomed the incoming WGB Chair, Daniëlle Goudriaan, who 

will take up her duties on 1 January 2023. 

Global relations activities 

The WGB: 

• Hosted its second edition of the Global Dialogue with non-Members as part of its Global Relations 
Strategy 2021-22, which was attended by approximately 150 participants from the WGB and 13 
countries not Party to the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention (Croatia, Ghana, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, 
Kenya, Mauritius, Morocco, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Thailand, Uganda and Ukraine). 
Participants exchanges good practices and challenges for promoting business integrity and 
compliance reforms building on the 2021 OECD Anti-Bribery Recommendation.  
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Reports from other OECD bodies, invitee countries and international 

organisations 

The WGB: 

• Heard a representative from GRECO provide an update on the adoption of 5th round evaluation 

reports on preventing corruption and promoting integrity in central governments and law 

enforcement agencies. 

• Heard a representative from UNODC provide an update on recent intergovernmental meetings in 

the follow-up to the Political Declaration of the UN General Assembly special session against 

corruption. 

• Heard Romania reaffirm its interest in joining the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, highlight its 

enforcement efforts and its role in supporting the Convention’s outreach programme for Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia.  

• Heard Croatia reaffirm its interest in joining the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention and highlight its 

efforts to work toward that goal.  

• Heard the Secretariat from the OECD Global Relations Committee (GRC) report on the latest 

developments concerning the latest G20 Anti-Corruption Working Group meeting.  

• Heard the Executive Secretary of the FATF provide an update on FATF-OECD co-operation on 

anti-corruption. 

Tour de table 

The WGB: 

• Heard updates provided by Argentina on steps taken to implement and enforce the OECD Anti-

Bribery Convention.  

• Adopted the revised methodology for the Tour de Table reporting. 


