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On Tuesday, 25th June, I visited Hungary to conduct its mid-term review, accompanied by Joelline Benefice of 
DCD. I would like to thank Mr Istvan Jo6, Deputy State Secretary for Export Development at the Hungarian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade and his staff for an excellent programme of meetings and discussions. We
met senior staff from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade as well as representatives from civil society, all of
whom shared their views on Hungary's progress since its accession to the OAC in 2016. This mid-term review
was also an opportunity to prepare Hungary for its first full DAC peer review to be conducted in 2021.

In addition to reviewing progress and challenges since 2016, the mid-term review discussions covered a number 
of recent developments in Hungary. In particular, 

• Hungary is drafting a new development co-operation strategy for the period 2020-25 taking on board the
Sustainable Development Goals as well as Hungary's Africa Strategy and National Export Strategy.

• Hungary is slowly shifting the business model of its bilateral co-operation and is planning to implement
larger-scale, multi-sectoral programmes.

• From 2019, the Prime Ministers Office is responsible for co-ordinating bilateral humanitarian assistance
under the Hungary Helps Programme.

The upcoming strategy for development co-operation Is an opportunity to develop a comprehensive 
approach to development 

We heard that Hungary's upcoming development co-operation strategy responds to five main drivers: 

• Clarifying how Hungary's development co-operation will contribute to the Sustainable Development
Goals (SOGs). Building on the strengths of Hungary's public and private sector, the strategy is expected
to identify SDGs 1 - no poverty, 2 - zero hunger, 3 - health and well-being, 4 - quality education, 6 -
water and sanitation, 8 - decent work and economic growth and 17 - partnership for the goals as its
thematic focus.

• Giving more emphasis to national interests, especially foreign policy and economic objectives. The
development co-operation portfolio in the Ministry of Foreign affairs and Trade is now attached to the
Deputy State Secretary for Export Development, and that projects will also be selected - though not
exclusively - on the basis of their contribution to future economic partnerships illustrates this shift.

• Focusing Hungary's engagement on the target sectors, countries and regions defined in the Africa
Strategy and the National Export Strategy, specifically least developed countries in Africa, and on a

www.oecd.org/dac  








