THE 2014 ARAB-DAC DIALOGUE
ON DEVELOPMENT
20 January 2014 in Kuwait
ANNOTATED AGENDA
Background
Arab donors and members of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) provide significant amounts of official
development assistance (ODA). Given this common interest, members of the Arab Co-ordination Group and the DAC agreed
to meet on a regular basis to discuss development issues, identify ways to better co-ordinate our assistance, learn from each
other’s experiences in promoting economic growth and reducing poverty and become more effective in supporting developing
countries’ efforts to deliver development results. Following our high-level meeting in London in 2011 in which we discussed
support for the transformation process in the Middle East and North Africa, this event will allow our members to continue the
dialogue and identify next steps to strengthen co-operation.
Objectives
The meeting will bring together representatives at a high-level to discuss the following main questions:
• How can we improve our joint efforts to deliver inclusive growth and more and better jobs to Arab states in transition?
• How can we work together to support peacebuilding and statebuilding in fragile states, especially in Somalia
and Yemen?
• How can we best work together to support development effectiveness through the Global Partnership for Effective
Development Co-operation?
The event is designed to promote more collaboration among our members and identify concrete actions for more effective
co-operation and partnership in addressing these issues. As well as this annotated agenda, the co-chairs have produced short
background notes outlining the context and key issues for each session.
The Co-Chairs will draft a summary reflecting the main points of discussion and agreed next steps.
Meeting Dynamic
The 2014 Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development is organised as a roundtable discussion to allow for a frank, informal
and interactive discussion among participants (the meeting is not a pledging session). The co-chairs will invite selected
representatives to set the scene in each session but look forward to contributions from all participants, drawing on their
diverse experience and knowledge.
Each delegation will have one seat at the table, with additional seating for delegations available in the meeting room. With
the aim of promoting a dynamic discussion, participants are requested to keep their remarks to 3 minutes and to refrain from
reading prepared statements.
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08:00 – 08:15

Registration

08:15 – 08:30

Welcoming Remarks by the Co-Chairs
• Abdlatif Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board, Arab Fund For Economic and Social
Development
• Erik Solheim, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC)

08:30 – 10:00

Session 1: Achieving Inclusive Growth and Creating Jobs in Arab States in Transition
Arab States in transition are currently at a crossroads. Building consensus within societies and creating a
common vision remains challenging for many countries. A combination of high unemployment and high
inequality continues to strain social cohesion, which in turn is affecting economic stability. Uncertainty and risk
are undermining the development prospects in the region. Pragmatism and inclusive growth are essential to
ensure social stability and satisfy the many hopes for a better future.
While the specific differences and challenges of each country need to be recognised, our donor communities can
play an important role in supporting the transition process towards more people-centred development. There is
a pressing need to address high unemployment, improve the investment climate, invest more in infrastructure
and identify innovative ways to support micro, small and medium-sized enterprises. With a co-ordinated effort
and in open and frank partnership with the respective country, our donor communities can provide important
assistance in widening economic prospects, fostering private investments and achieving growth, more and
better jobs and greater social cohesion.
The session is designed to reach agreement on next steps our communities can take to help achieve inclusive
growth and create more and better jobs in Arab states in transition.
Introductory Remarks:
• Abdlatif Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board, Arab Fund For Economic and Social
Development
• Neveen El-Tahri, Chairperson and Managing Director, Delta Shield for Investments
Discussion
Key Issues
• How can we strengthen our current co-operation to provide funding and policy advice for Arab states in
transition?
• How can we better link bilateral and multilateral initiatives which target the region?
• What are the most promising investments to generate more and better employment in the region?
• How can we improve conditions for small and medium-sized enterprises?

10:00 – 10:15

Tea/ Coffee

10:15 – 10:30

Session 2: Towards More Effective Peacebuilding and Statebuilding
Fragility and conflict are trapping millions of people in poverty and posing a pressing challenge to inclusive and
sustainable development in the region. Fragile states require different approaches to promoting development
than those applied in other developing countries. Although international engagement will not by itself put an
end to state fragility, a joint approach can help maximize the positive impact of engagement and minimise
unintentional harm. Most importantly, a durable exit of fragile states from poverty and insecurity will need to be
driven by their own leadership and people.
This short introduction will highlight key issues to catalyse successful transitions from conflict and fragility.
Introductory Remarks:
• Ian Martin, former Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General and Head of the
United Nations Support Mission in Libya
• Basil Jones, Advisor to the Chief Economist and Vice President, African Development Bank
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10:30 – 12:30

Session 2 a) Making the New Deal Compact for Somalia work
Following twenty years of conflict, Somalia is now on a path towards recovery and peace. Although there
are continuing threats, increased stability and a new political context create an opportunity to form a new
relationship between Somalia and the international community. As the basis for this new relationship, Somalia
decided to use the New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States which was endorsed at the New Deal for Somalia
conference in Brussels in September 2013.
The compact provides a single overall framework and defines a financing architecture and a set of principles
and commitments to guide the partnership between the government and the international community. This New
Deal Compact must now deliver concrete results on the ground and try to fulfil the expectations of the Somali
government and people. To this end, the government of Somalia has identified four priority areas: security, legal
reform, public finances and economic recovery.
The session is designed to maintain momentum with implementing the New Deal Compact for Somalia and
discuss how to deliver results on the ground.
Introductory Remarks:
• Michele Cervone d’Urso, Ambassador, European Union’s Special Envoy to Somalia
• Harun Tuncer, Vice President, Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency
Discussion
Key Issues
• How can we utilise experiences from fragile states to improve our support and be more efficient and
effective in delivering our assistance to Somalia?
• What are the challenges and opportunities in delivering our assistance?
• How do we ensure a good division of labour and complementary support?
• How can we strengthen the dialogue with the government and among our two donor
communities?

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch

14:00 – 16:00

Session 2 b): Supporting Yemen’s Roadmap to Development
Yemen is one of the poorest countries in the world. The security, economic and humanitarian situation remains
extremely problematic. However, significant progress has been achieved after the nation was challenged by
serious political upheaval in 2011. The Gulf Cooperation Council was able to facilitate a relatively peaceful
political transition, avoiding violent anarchy and a contested state breakup. In March 2013, Yemen launched
a National Dialogue on the future of the country, with the aim of uniting the different actors and developing a
common vision.
The path taken provides a rare opportunity for the nation and its people to address the various social, economic,
environmental and regional problems they face. Early successes are essential to generate confidence, as
the transition will be neither permanent nor widely accepted until the nation moves from fragility to human
development which tackles inequality and widespread poverty. The international community has supported
Yemen bilaterally and through the “Friends of Yemen”, generating political attention and raising billions of
dollars in support. The challenge is to turn this money into action, while keeping the government in the driver’s
seat.
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The session is designed to discuss the specific challenges in Yemen and opportunities for joint action to deliver
results.
Introductory Remarks:
• Wael Zakout, World Bank Country Manager, Yemen
• Abdulkarim Al-Arhabi, Secretary General - SMEs Facility, Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development
Discussion
Key Issues
• How can we utilise experiences from fragile states to improve our support and be more
efficient and effective in delivering our assistance to Yemen?
• What are the challenges and opportunities in delivering our assistance?
• How do we ensure a good division of labour and complementary support?
• How can we strengthen the dialogue with the government and among our two donor communities?
16:00 – 16:15

Tea/ Coffee

16:15 – 17:15

Session 3: Development Effectiveness and the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation
Mexico will host the first high-level meeting of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation on
15-16 April 2014. The Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development will provide an opportunity to review progress and
identify further opportunities to improve development co-operation within the framework of the Global Partnership.
This session provides an opportunity to discuss how we could best work together to support the Global Partnership
and to ensure that the Mexico meeting makes a valuable contribution to the emerging post-2015 development
agenda.
Introductory Remarks:
• Sulaiman Al-Herbish, Director General, OPEC Fund for International Development
• Mauricio Escanero, Special Envoy of Mexico for the High Level Meeting of the Global Partnership for
Effective Development Co-operation
• Anthony Pipa, Deputy Assistant Administrator, United States Agency for International Development
Discussion
Key Issues
• How do we as providers of development co-operation see the Global Partnership for Effective Development
Co-operation contributing to the implementation of the post-2015 UN development agenda?
• How can we respond to some of the key developing country demands at the Mexico high-level meeting,
such as greater use of country systems; better medium-term predictability; and more untying?

17:15 – 17:30

Tea/ Coffee

17:30 – 18:15

Closing Remarks – Vision for future Arab-DAC Co-operation
• Erik Solheim, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC)
• Abdlatif Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board, Arab Fund For Economic and Social
Development

Cocktail Reception after the event
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