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OUTCOMES OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON THE COMMENTARY ON THE 

GUIDELINES ON NEUTRALITY 

The Committee on Fiscal Affairs of the OECD (CFA) approved Guidelines on VAT Neutrality in June 

2011 after a period of public consultation. The CFA subsequently invited the Working Party N°9 on 

Consumption Taxes (WP9) and its Technical Advisory Group (TAG) to develop a commentary on the 

implementation of these guidelines in practice. 

A draft of this commentary was approved for public consultation by the CFA in June 2012 and was issued 

on the OECD website for a public consultation period of three months (until 26 September 2012).  

Twenty-three responses were received to this public consultation, from a variety of stakeholders. 13 

representations were made by major business associations: the American Chamber of Commerce to the 

European Union; the Association for Financial Markets in Europe; Business Europe; the Canadian Institute 

of Chartered Accountants; the Chartered Institute of Taxation UK; the Confederation of German 

Industries; the Confederation of Swedish Enterprise; the European Banking Federation; the Federation of 

European Accountants; the National Foreign Trade Council USA; the Software Finance & Tax Executives 

Council; the Tax Executives Institute; the United States Council for International Business; 6 by 

multinational companies and international advisory firms: Crowe Horwath; Deloitte; Ernst & Young; 

PricewaterhouseCoopers; Taxand; Umicore; and 4 from national firms or individuals: FIDAL; Alain 

Cornet; Robert Prätzler and Pernilla Rendahl. The business associations that have participated in this 

public consultation have indicated that they represent a total of more than 20 million member companies 

with activities in a wide variety of business sectors as well as 800 000 accountants from more than 80 

countries.  

All contributions supported the OECD work on VAT/GST Guidelines and expressed broad agreement with 

the Guidelines on VAT Neutrality and the commentary issued for public consultation. No fundamental 

disagreement was expressed on any topic, except for some on reciprocity. A number of respondents also 

raised issues where some clarification was needed on the meaning and coverage of the commentary. A 

revised version of the commentary was approved by WP9 in November 2012 in light of the contributions 

received and was included in the draft consolidated version of the OECD International VAT/GST 

Guidelines, which was published for public consultation in February 2013 until 3 May 2013. 

This draft consolidated version of the Guidelines will be examined by WP9 in light of the outcomes of the 

public consultation. 


