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1. Opening
The 25th ACN Steering Group Meeting took place on 28 May 2020 virtually via Zoom platform.
Deputy Secretary General (DSG) of the OECD, Jeffrey Schlagenhauf, opened the meeting cochaired by Mr Patrick Moulette, Head of the Anti-Corruption Division, OECD and Ms Enery
Quinones, Chair of the Istanbul Anti-Corruption Action Plan (IAP).
Mr Schlagenhauf welcomed the participants to the 25th ACN Steering Group Meeting and stressed
its relevance, as corruption remains a significant global challenge in the context of the COVID-19
crisis. Mr Schlagenhauf noted that the pandemic created additional challenges for lawenforcement work in the region by diverting resources to other security challenges, slowing down
or postponing actions by police, prosecution and courts. The DSG further mentioned that there
were already 10 COVID-19 related investigations in the ACN region, mostly related to corruption
in emergency procurement of medical equipment and supplies. Mr Schlagenhauf stressed the
importance of continuous cooperation between anti-corruption bodies when finding effective
responses to these new challenges. In this context, he welcomed the Republic of Moldova’s
accession to the Istanbul Action Plan, noting that this decision would allow Moldova to benefit
from the objective and professional assessment and advice of peers from other ACN and OECD
countries. The DSG also highlighted important issues in the ACN Work Plan for 2020, including
innovative work based on anti-corruption performance indicators. He welcomed the pilot
monitoring of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine to be launched at the meeting
and noted that the ACN’s regional work on anti-corruption indicators would be a strong
contribution to the broader work of the OECD in this area. Mr Schlagenhauf also praised the work
on high-level corruption conducted by the ACN Law-Enforcement Network (LEN) and the work on
business integrity, emphasizing that this cross cutting area of work would allow the OECD to share
with its stakeholders guidance from important OECD instruments like the new Anti-Corruption
and Integrity Guidelines for State Owned Enterprises and standards for Responsible Business
Conduct, among others. Lastly, Mr Schlagenhauf praised the ACN for its ambitious Work Plan for
2020 and thanked the donors supporting this work, specifically the EU and the US, as well as the
EBRD and ACN countries themselves who are providing their annual contributions.
The Steering Group adopted the Agenda of the meeting and the Summary Record of its 24th
meeting.
2. Announcement of the forthcoming EU for Integrity Programme
Mr Mathieu Bousquet, Head of Unit at the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and
Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) , European Commission (EC), thanked the DSG
Schlagenhauf, Mr Moulette and the ACN Secretariat for hosting the meeting and introduced the
work of DG NEAR related to the policy support and financial assistance to six Eastern Partnership
(EaP) countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine), in the
areas of rule of law and fight against corruption. The policy framework for this work is provided
in “20 Deliverables for 2020” and the recently adopted Joint Communication “Eastern
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Partnership policy beyond 2020”. Mr Bousquet announced the forthcoming joint EU for Integrity
regional programme for EaP countries, a result of a 2-year-long cooperation with the ACN that
will soon culminate in the signature of the contract. The EC has regularly been invited to the ACN
meetings and had an opportunity to review anti-corruption reforms and their impact in EaP
partner countries as a part of this very valuable Network.
The EU aims to continue enhancing cooperation with EaP partner countries to increase impact
and citizens trust by improving EU toolbox and instruments for supporting results in the region.
Mr Bousquet stressed the importance of a scorecard system to benchmark, monitor and evaluate
the results of the rule of law reforms in Eastern Partnership countries, and the development of
metric tools based on evidence and performance indicators for the measurement. The structured
consultations on the future of the EaP explicitly called for such dedicated scorecard system. Thus,
a scorecard approach will be implemented both in the areas of anti-corruption and justice sector
reforms.
In this context, EU for Integrity programme will be a flagship initiative, with the main objective is
to provide assistance to the EaP countries to prevent and combat threats to rule of law and to
support justice sector and public administration reforms. The Programme is divided into two
components. The first component focuses on measures to foster evidence-based anti-corruption
policy implementation through regional analysis and pressure tools, as well as experience sharing
on the specific corruption-prone sectors such as education and business. Mr Bousquet stressed
that they are proud to count on the support of the ACN for the implementation of this
component. Based on the newly developed anti-corruption performance indicators this Action
will aim at stepping up the enforcement of anti-corruption legislation in line with international
standards and good practices thereby achieving the relevant targets of the EaP. The second pillar
of the Programme will be implemented in cooperation with the Open Government Partnership
(OGP), in order to develop open, inclusive and responsive citizen-centred services and enhance
civil society engagement in the Eastern Partnership region. OGP platforms will be leveraged to
design and implement anti-corruption reforms.
Lastly, Mr Bousquet welcomed the accession of the Republic of Moldova to the IAP that will allow
the country to fully benefit from the EU for Integrity Programme, and which is also an important
step forward in the EU-Moldova political dialogue.
Ms Mathilde Mesnard, Deputy Director, Directorate for Financial and Enterprise Affairs, thanked
the EC on behalf of the OECD for the joint anti-corruption work in the region and stressed that as
soon as the contract is signed we will celebrate this new partnership of three organisations the
EU, OECD and OGP. Ms Mesnard also expressed appreciation for the innovative work of the ACN
that will be launched at this meeting and for the EU’s political support to the ground-breaking
new monitoring methodology based on anti-corruption performance indicators. Such support
would not only help the EaP countries to better target anti-corruption reforms, but also this
experience will be useful for the OECD’s broader work on indicators. In this context, she
highlighted that the pilot monitoring for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and
Ukraine with the EU support will be very important to test and finalise the indicators for the
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monitoring. The EU also supported the focus of the new ACN Work Programme on high-level
corruption, which is a global challenge and addressing it a shared objective of the ACN and EaP,
stated in the EaP policy documents mentioned by Mr Bousquet as well as the ACN Summary
Report. Lastly, she wished the delegates a good meeting and expressed the full support of the
Director’s Office to the ACN Work Plan in 2020 and to the new Work Programme until 2024.
Mr Paul Maassen, Open Government Partnership, applauded the forthcoming EU for Integrity
Programme as a landmark new Programme and a great opportunity for the OGP to collaborate
with the OECD and the EC to deepen their work in the region. OGP will work with governments,
private sector and civil society to design and deliver reforms on anti-corruption, including
procurement, beneficial ownership and business integrity – with inclusive dialogue as its core
method of work. He also pointed out the track record of the OGP to leverage its platform to
create an ambitious agenda that included empowering citizens to fight corruption, sharing
policies to advance open government as a cross government priority.
Mr Moulette thanked the speakers and highlighted the importance of the EU for Integrity
Programme in the fight against corruption in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.
3. Moldova’s Accession to the Istanbul Anti-Corruption Action Plan
Mr Ruslan Flocea, Director of the National Anti-corruption Centre of the Republic of Moldova,
addressed the participants regarding the accession of the Republic of Moldova to the Istanbul
Anti-Corruption Action Plan. Mr Flocea noted that the National Anti-corruption Centre had been
an active member of the Anti-Corruption Network, participating in its activities to share best
practices in preventing and fighting corruption, as well as establishing strategic cooperation in
the areas of common interest. He further highlighted that the subjects addressed by the ACN had
been correlated with the most serious challenges and needs of its member states, and that
Moldova’s participation in those activities had served as an impetus for strengthening the
country’s legal and institutional framework, according to the best international and European
practices. Mr Flocea than noted that, in order to further improve Moldova’s anti-corruption
framework, the country had addressed a letter to the Secretary-General of the OECD expressing
their intention to join the peer review programme of the ACN – the Istanbul Anti-Corruption
Action Plan. He expressed his gratitude to all ACN members for their support and for accepting
this request. He welcomed the fact that, according to the draft ACN Work Plan for 2020, the
Republic of Moldova was one of the five countries selected to participate in the pilot monitoring,
before launching the 5th round of monitoring. He added that Moldova has been actively involved
in the process and intends to further contribute to the development of the full Monitoring Tool
for the 5th round of monitoring.
4. Adoption of the ACN Work Plan for 2020
Mrs Olga Savran, Manager, Anti-Corruption Network for Eastern Europe and Central Asia (ACN)
noted that due to the postponement of the Steering Group meeting scheduled for March 2020,
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intended to discuss with a view to adoption the draft ACN Work Programme for 2020-2024, there
was a need of reorganising the ACN’s work to come up with a contingency plan. Therefore, the
Secretariat has proposed the draft interim Work Plan for 2020 until the new Work Programme
will be discussed and adopted at the next physical meeting of the Steering Group tentatively
foreseen for March 2021.
Mrs Savran and Mr Andrii Kukharuk of the ACN Secretariat presented the Work Plan for 2020
with three important work directions:
 IAP monitoring and Regional Outlook, both linked to the new performance indicators;
 Law Enforcement Network’s (LEN) focus on high-level corruption;
 Business integrity work.
For the monitoring and Regional Outlook, the ACN Secretariat noted that the 24th Steering Group
had agreed on the use of indicators for the 5th round of monitoring under the IAP. The Steering
Group also agreed on the 13 performance areas, where the indicators would be developed. On
this basis, the Secretariat prepared the first draft of indicators and presented them at the expert
meeting in October 2019 in Paris, where the indicators were discussed in detail. The Secretariat
then prepared the second draft of indicators based on the expert discussion and written
comments, and invited the ACN countries and partners for written comments during FebruaryMarch 2020. The Secretariat thanked the Steering Group for comprehensive comments to the
second draft, which were incorporated in the third draft disseminated before the 25th Steering
Group meeting. The Secretariat has also circulated the written feedback to the received
comments. The Secretariat invited the Steering Group to adopt the indicators presented in the
third draft for the pilot monitoring proposed for 2020. The indicators will be revisited for
adjustments, as necessary, based on the results of the pilot and presented for the adoption at
the next Steering Group meeting in March 2021 for the roll out in the 5 th round of monitoring.
Regarding the LEN, Mr Kukharuk of the ACN Secretariat underlined the success of the Network
within its ten years of activity and mentioned that the next LEN meeting was scheduled in Bosnia
and Herzegovina in December 2020. As there was still some uncertainty in whether the meeting
would be held in person, the Secretariat noted that further information regarding the meeting
would be communicated to members in due time. The Secretariat underlined that the topic of
high-level corruption was already included in the Work Plan for 2020 and that the ACN would be
launching horizontal thematic studies on high-level corruption. It also mentioned the
development of the methodology of a confidential matrix of high-level corruption allegations and
cases building on the experience of the Working Group of Bribery. The Secretariat also informed
that the ACN would address the impact of COVID-19 on law enforcement activity. For this
purpose, a brief survey has been circulated to the LEN contact points. The results will be analysed
and disseminated in due course.
The Secretariat presented the three main activities under the business integrity work stream. The
updating of the business integrity survey of governments, business associations and companies,
via online questionnaire; the call for country applications for tailored thematic technical trainings,
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in partnership with the EBRD and the EU; and the Business Integrity roundtable to be hosted the
OECD Global Anti-Corruption and Integrity Forum in 2021.
In closing, the Secretariat reminded the National Coordinators of several household issues,
including the following: 1) countries are invited to make necessary arrangements to pay their
annual fees; 2) countries are invited to update their contacts with civil society and business
partners; and 3) countries are invited to take part in webinars and other remote communications
events that the Secretariat is organising to present new ACN publications, such as the Summary
Report and Thematic Studies on Independence of Prosecutors and Corruption Prevention at the
Local Level. The Secretariat will send follow-up notes to the National Coordinators on these
issues.
Mr Moulette welcomed the promising multidisciplinary Work Plan for 2020 presented by the
ACN Secretariat and opened the floor for comments and questions.
Armenia expressed appreciation for the way the ACN Secretariat adapted to the COVID-19 crisis
maintaining a high-level of engagement with its members. Deputy Minister of Justice welcomed
the close cooperation with the ACN Secretariat in the run up to the 25th Steering Group Meeting,
including discussions on the Work Plan and indicators. She stressed the importance of such
planning for the countries participating in the pilot. Armenia noted that the pilot was a great
opportunity for them to enhance institutional response to corruption and help deliver a
comprehensive reform agenda of the Government of Armenia with concrete results. The country
also stressed the importance of their ongoing cooperation with OGP and the EU.
Ukraine also appreciated the preparations leading to the 25th Steering Group Meeting, and
commended extended discussions on the Work Plan and on the performance indicators. Their
representative expressed support to the proposed Work Plan for 2020.
Azerbaijan thanked the Secretariat for the efforts to develop the Work Plan and for having
provided the necessary documentation regarding the monitoring process. Their representative
reiterated the support to the integration of the Republic of Moldova in the IAP and expressed
interest in actively contributing to the monitoring process. He inquired about the matrix of highlevel corruption cases planned to be developed by the Law Enforcement Network, noting that
they would like to revisit this topic due to the confidentiality of information on ongoing cases.
The Eurasia Foundation stressed the importance of an active participation of civil society and
requested the ACN Secretariat to support civil society efforts in Tajikistan. Even though local
donors, including OSCE are engaged with civil society, there is a lack of support.
The ACN Secretariat addressed Azerbaijan’s concerns with regard to the confidentiality issues of
the matrix of high-level corruption cases. The Secretariat confirmed that confidentiality is a
crucial issue when developing this type of database in which information about ongoing
corruption cases is collected. The Secretariat also stressed that this issue was discussed at the
previous LEN meeting in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, and it was suggested that the matrix would be a
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confidential document only accessible to law enforcement officials. In addition, that the
Secretariat was developing a methodology for matrix and would further discuss with National
Coordinators how to address this issue as a part of the comments to the draft methodology.
Responding to the Eurasia Foundation’s comments the Secretariat stressed that all relevant
meeting documents have been circulated in two languages, English and Russian in advance and
the draft performance indicators had a significant number of benchmarks to strengthen the role
of civil society. It further noted that Central Asian countries would not be monitored in the pilot
in 2020; however, they would need to provide data on Key Performance Indicators. Finally, the
Secretariat mentioned that several organisations part of the Network, such as the UNDP and
OGP, were working across the region to provide support for civil society and welcomed their
comments during the Tour de Table: Updates by Donors and partners.
The Steering Group adopted the ACN Work Plan for 2020.
5. The ACN Anti-Corruption Performance Indicators: Preliminary Endorsement for the Pilot
Ms Enery Quinones, Chair of the Istanbul Anti-Corruption Action Plan (IAP), introduced the
agenda item. Ms Quinones welcomed the Republic of Moldova to the IAP and congratulated
them on being a part of the pilot monitoring. She also thanked the EU and other donors for their
support to the Anti-Corruption Network and specifically the work on indicators.
Mrs Rusudan Mikhelidze of the ACN Secretariat presented performance indicators followed by
Mrs Savran and Mr Kukharuk. The Secretariat reminded the Steering Group that 13 performance
areas had been approved in March 2019 at the 24th Steering Group Meeting, followed by an
expert workshop and written consultations on indicators.
Mrs Mikhelidze further noted that the Monitoring Tool was composed of the Performance
Indicators (PIs), the guide to the PIs and the methodology, with an important innovation: the
annual monitoring allowing to review scores every year. She also pointed out that the pilot will
provide useful evidence to revisit and finalise the Monitoring Tool, as well as PIs, if needed. The
Steering Group will be invited to review the full Monitoring Tool after the pilot with the intent to
adopt it for the 5th round of monitoring at the 26th Steering Group Meeting in March 2021.
Mrs Mikhelidze illustrated the approaches used in the performance indicators in the light of PA9 (Enforcement of Corruption Offenses), noting its four indicators and benchmarks focused on
practice. Main comments and questions for this area concerned the levels of track record in
various benchmarks that would be tested during the pilot and adjusted accordingly, as needed,
upon further consultations with countries before their adoption for the 5th round of monitoring.
Mr Kukharuk and Mrs Savran continued with presenting the indicators under the remaining
performance areas, except for the Performance Area 7 Integrity in Public Procurement, which is
being developed in cooperation with the EBRD and would be presented for endorsement through
a written procedure.
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Ms Quinones thanked the Secretariat for the comprehensive work on performance indicators
under the extraordinary circumstances. Ms Quinones praised the extensive consultations and
work on received comments that resulted in overhauled draft, which is ready to be tested in the
pilot. She also commented that due to the innovative nature of this work, it was a wise approach
to start with a pilot that will allow for adjustments if needed. She further noted that this is a
learning curve and the pilot will help produce even better product that will deliver results.
Ms Quinones noted that Georgia was not represented by the Government at the meeting. She
informed the Steering Group that Georgia, as other ACN countries, had bilateral discussions with
the Secretariat, and provided inputs in this work at various stages. Georgia has provided a set of
additional extensive comments the night before the 25th Steering Group Meeting. Ms Quinones
further noted that many of these comments involved major substantive changes that Georgia
asked to be given due consideration at this meeting. Ms Quinones pointed out that there was
not enough time for the Secretariat to analyse these comprehensive set of comments, and that
the Georgians were not present at the meeting to present their comments and engage in the
discussion. Ms Quinones emphasized the importance of fairness in the process, noting that
performance indicators could not be adjusted to satisfy one of the pilot countries. The current
draft was a result of an extensive consultation process and creating a level playing field was key
to the credibility of the pilot exercise. The Chair requested the ACN Secretariat to discuss with
Georgia bilaterally whether the country would participate in the pilot. She then opened
discussion on any outstanding points.
Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative (RAI) congratulated the ACN for a significant step forward
towards result based monitoring and stressed that RAI had contributed to the work on indicators
by supporting the expert workshop in October 2019 as well as providing written comments to
the draft Summary Report. RAI stressed the importance of establishing regular coordination with
international organisations present in the region, in order to avoid time overlaps and consider
potential overburdening of the states with demanding monitoring mechanisms. She also noted
the importance of technical assistance that countries would require to increase capacity to
provide better responses to the questionnaire. RAI stressed the advantages of incorporating the
ACN indicators in their work and the exchange of experience between the two organisations.
Mongolia pointed out that they have discussed the draft performance indicators with the
relevant actors domestically and highlighted that the substance of the performance indicators
have not dramatically changed from the benchmarks used during the previous round of
monitoring which ensures consistency in the transition to the 5th round of monitoring. The
representative also applauded the applicability and relevance of the performance indicators that
set benchmarks that all countries should strive to achieve therefore Mongolia fully supports the
adoption of the performance indicators for the pilot.
EU Anti-Corruption Initiative in Ukraine praised the new methodology based on performance
indicators and noted the efforts of the Secretariat in the process of wide discussions that led to
this draft. Their representative noted from the experience on the ground, that measuring
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separate areas would inform donors, programmes and partnerships in their efforts to help
countries streamline national initiatives. Lastly, she agreed with the representative of Mongolia
that the transition would be smooth and mentioned that, even if indicators would be subject to
further changes, the document was already of a high quality.
North Macedonia stressed the relevance of the indicators and importance of further clarifying in
the guide the benchmarks and the approach to data collection that National Coordinators should
adopt, taking into consideration legal, political and structural context of each country. Their
representative highlighted the importance of the guide to specify the information countries need
to collect and preferred methodology for data collection as well as the training on the new
instrument. Once this tool is established in the countries, it can be indeed integrated in the
national statistics system that will allow collection of data on a regular basis. The representative
welcomed the initiative of the OECD to test these indicators in the context of the work on the
Competitiveness Outlook. Lastly, he recommended splitting some of the complex benchmarks
for the purposes of more streamlined scoring.
World Customs Organisations stated that they provided comments to the performance
indicators during the active consultation period among stakeholders and congratulated the
Secretariat on coordinating the complex drafting process of the document. Their representative
also noted the importance of the guide in building common understanding for a standardised
approach to the assessment. She also mentioned the financial implications of monitoring, since
indicators are ambitious and will require a pool of experts to carry out this work.
Ukraine congratulated the Steering Group on the result at hand and noted that they have
provided many comments and had extensive discussions with the Secretariat on the specifics of
indicators. The representative noted that at this stage it is best to carry out the pilot exercise that
will help future discussions to fine-tune the indicators after the pilot. He stressed the importance
of indicators being a tool to encourage the countries to advance their reform within the period
of the 5th round of monitoring, which also means that they should be implementable in these
four-five years; this consideration should be kept in mind when the Steering Group revisits the
indicators. On some of these indicators, Ukraine will probably perform poorly, but if it is only the
case of Ukraine probably the issue is not with the indicator but with the country performance.
However, if this is systematic across all pilot countries, the indicator will need to be adjusted. One
of the points Ukraine would like to revisit in spring next year is the population size as an element
for comparability that may present additional challenge for a big country like Ukraine. Ukraine
further noted that data collection for 2019 maybe difficult, as relevant variables are not yet part
of their statistical system, but the issue would be addressed in the coming years.
Civil Society in Georgia sent written comments to the Secretariat during the meeting, which
included inquiries regarding the scoring and how practice benchmarks would be balanced with
benchmarks on law.
Albania thanked the Secretariat on behalf of the Ministry of Justice and congratulated the ACN
on the successful outcomes of the meeting. Their representative welcomed the Republic of
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Moldova to the Istanbul Anti-Corruption Action Plan (IAP). Albania stressed its support to the
Work Plan for 2020 and strongly supported the pilot monitoring, describing the performance
areas as measurable, acceptable and in harmony with the indicators applied by their national
government. The representative echoed the need for clear methodology of data collection, to
ensure comparability among countries. In this sense, the representative further highlighted the
importance of the forthcoming guide to the indicators.
Ms Quinones welcomed the enthusiasm of delegates and thanked those who had provided
comments at various stages. Ms Quinones stressed the importance of the guide, as well as the
opportunity for countries to develop better data collection mechanisms. Lastly, she mentioned
that further feedback is welcome following the completion of the pilot exercise.
The ACN Secretariat responded to the comments. Regarding data collection, the Secretariat
encouraged the countries to integrate statistical data in their data collection system as much as
possible, which will make the exercise more or less automatic. The Secretariat also addressed
Ukraine’s comment about population size as one of the elements to ensure comparability and
reminded the Steering Group that alternative elements have also been discussed at the workshop
and as none of those have been considered plausible (levels of corruption, size of law
enforcement agencies) and there is no guidance elsewhere on this matter, it was decided to start
with this element which would make better comparability possible. However, specifics may
indeed need to be reconsidered based on the results of the pilot. . The Secretariat responded to
comments made by Civil Society in Georgia, and confirmed that some indicators correspond only
to practice and others only to law, but the benchmarks are predominantly designed to promote
stronger enforcement.
Ms Quinones inquired about the timeline for the guide. The Secretariat clarified that the
document would be prepared in parallel with the pilot. The Chair also requested the ACN
Secretariat to inform the Network in writing whether Georgia would still participate in the pilot.
She stressed that it was not possible to have a different set of indicators for Georgia, and neither
was it possible to change the indicators that the Steering Group had already endorsed. Lastly, Ms
Quinones expressed hope that Georgia would still be a part of the pilot monitoring.
The Steering Group adopted the Anti-Corruption Performance Indicators for the pilot.
6. Tour de table of donors and partners
Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative (RAI) also welcomed the Republic of Moldova to the Istanbul
Anti-Corruption Action Plan (IAP) and highlighted the signature of the International
Treaty on Exchange of Data for the Verification of Asset Declarations. Their representative asked
that the OECD and other International Organisations present in the meeting would promote the
treaty in order to attract countries beyond Southwest Europe.
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The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) applauded the ACN Secretariat for the
work on performance indicators and noted that the UNDP was exploring further joint action to
make the performance indicators accessible to a higher number of countries possibly through an
online self-assessment platform. Their representative mentioned the UNDP’s response to the
COVID-19 crisis and concern with public services delivery, emergency public procurement, and
distribution of economic stimulus packages and the limited capacity of audit and anti-corruption
institutions amidst the lockdown in several countries. The UNDP also stressed the increasing role
of civil society in the context of the crisis in controlling and monitoring of governments.
World Customs Organisation (WCO) once again congratulated the ACN Secretariat on the work
with the performance indicators and welcomed the Republic of Moldova to the IAP. Their
representative commented on the WCO’s activities in the area of integrity, capacity building and
support to the ACN countries.
Open Government Society (OGP) commented on the launching of a call for new members for
the partnership in local open government and highlighted the opportunity for civil society
engagement in the ACN countries. Their representative also commented on the launch of the
‘open response, open recovery’ campaign, also in the context of the COVID-19 crisis. The OGP
stressed that it had been creating higher flexibility for member countries in terms of co-creating
action plans and delivering commitments for 2020. He also highlighted the availability of open
government guides for approaching safety nets and economic stimulus packages on the OGP
online platform.
European Commission commended the inclusive and comprehensive process of drafting the
document and joined the support expressed to the document at the meeting by congratulating
the Steering Group with this result. Mr Bousquet thanked the ACN for the opportunity for the EC
to contribute to the expert workshop in October 2019. EC further highlighted the importance of
participation of all countries of the Eastern Partnership in the pilot with the full set of indicators,
aiming to fine-tune them based on the pilot result before rolling them out for the next round of
monitoring. The EC again welcomed the Republic of Moldova to the Istanbul Anti-Corruption
Action Plan (IAP) and the participation of the EU High Level Advisor on Anti-Corruption in
Moldova in this meeting. He further highlighted the complementarity with other programmes
supporting the Eastern Partnership anti-corruption reform agendas, such as the Partnership for
Good Governance implemented by the Council of Europe.
Liechtenstein, as a longstanding donor of the Anti-Corruption Network, expressed its strong
intention to a reliable donor for the ACN. Their representative highlighted the activities of the
Work Plan for 2020, as well as the focus on civil society engagement and performance indicators.
The representative welcomed the constructive discussion on the performance indicators and
expressed his support to the pilot.
The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) applauded the joint initiative
of the EU, OECD and OGP. The representative mentioned that the OSCE considered the use of
open data, digital tools and innovation and one of the priority areas of the organisation in
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preventing corruption and enhancing the quality of policy making, especially in the context of the
COVID-19 crisis. OSCE mentioned that the organisation was focusing its efforts to build capacity
within governments and support civil society organisations. The OSCE prioritized some areas that
would benefit from the use of open data, digital tools and innovation, including contract and
procurement, beneficial ownership and comprehensive asset recovery, with a focus project in
the Western Balkans. OSCE also expressed satisfaction with the performance indicators draft
document and commitment to its dissemination once final, in the efforts to enhance OSCE’s anticorruption programmes.
The International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA) thanked the Secretariat for the invitation to
the Steering Group and highlighted that the meeting would contribute to the design of training
and educational activities at the Academy. The representative highlighted IACA’s activities in the
ACN countries, such as Georgia and potentially Azerbaijan post-crisis. He commented on the
adaptation to online platforms that several international organisations had to implement upon
the outbreak of COVID-19 crisis and mentioned that IACA’s work was available online, covering
topics such as standards and guidelines for designing and implementing anti-corruption and
compliance programmes and cybercrime and electronic evidence. Lastly, the representative
welcomed suggestions of topics that might be of interest to the ACN members for future
training/courses to be developed by IACA.
7. Next steps and the next meeting
In closing, Mrs Olga Savran noted following immediate next steps after the meeting:
 Follow-up letters from the ACN Secretariat to National Coordinators regarding fees,
updating of contacts of non-governmental partners, webinars or other presentations of
new ACN publications, inputs for the 2019 ACN Annual Report and the dissemination of
the OECD’s COVID-19 response;
 Consultations with Georgia regarding participation in the pilot using performance
indicators adopted by the Steering Group.
Mid-term next steps:
 Written procedure for the Performance Area 7 on Public Procurement;
 Execution of the Work Plan for 2020: preparations for the pilot, sending out
questionnaires, building monitoring teams and communicating with partners;
 Preparation of the guide for indicators, also in consultation with partners;
 Developing of the key performance indicators;
 Organising training on performance indicators;
 Law Enforcement Network and Business Integrity activities;
 Next meeting in March 2021.
Mr Moulette thanked all participants on behalf of the OECD, welcomed the comprehensive discussions
and the promising future work of the ACN. He also thanked Ms Quinones, the Chair of the Istanbul
Anti-Corruption Action Plan (IAP), the interpreters and the ACN Secretariat and closed the meeting.
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