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Online workshop on establishing Occupational Exposure Limits  

DAY 1: Friday, 21 October 

12:00 

Item1. Opening 

Speaker : Mariko Ono (JNIOSH) 

Opening remarks will be provided by the Japanese National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health. 

12:05 

Item2. Introduction 

Speaker: Koki Takaki (OECD) 

The OECD Secretariat will provide an overview of the Exposure and Hazard Assessment programmes,  
recent activities on setting OELs, and the objective of this workshop.  

► Session 1 Approaches to set OEL values  

This session is to summarise the general process/workflow to establish OEL values, which have been used 
by countries and may be us to inform to newly established OELs like Japan. It also includes a discussion 
about the OEL settings for specific endpoints to be concerned. 

12:15 

Item3. General workflow/process – from the OECD survey report  

Speaker: Michelle DEVEAU (Health Canada) 

Health Canada will present a generic workflow/process for setting OEL values, which is illustrated in the 
OECD survey report.  

12:30 

Item4. General workflow/process – OEL settings in Japan  

Speaker: Mariko Ono (JNIOSH) 

JNIOSH will present an overview of their new legislation and upcoming processes for establishing OEL 
values.  

12:45 

Item5. Specific endpoints: Carcinogenicity  

Speaker: Stefan Vink (Health Council of the Netherlands) 

13:05 

Item6. Setting Surface-Limits 

Speaker: Bruce D. Naumann (ACGIH) 

ACGIH will present the possibility of introducing a new category of OEL, such as OEL-SL (Surface-
Limit).  
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13:25 

Item7. Application of Occupational Biomonitoring   

Speaker: Robert Pasanen (SECO) 

SECO will present the application of Occupational Biomonitoring to the OEL setting and recent activities 
of the OECD Occupational Biomonitoring project. 

Coffee Break 13:45 – 14:00 

14:00 

Item8. Panel discussion  

The panellists will discuss the following topics; 

1. What are the considerations when applying OEL values set by other countries or organisations 
from a scientific and legal point of view? 

2. How could occupational regulatory agencies practically consider OELs for specific endpoints 
(e.g.carcinogenicity, skin sensitisation, biomonitoring) in establishing their OELs? 

Panellists: presenters and additional experts. 

End of Day 1 15:00 
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DAY 2: Monday, 24 October 

12:00 

Item9. Opening 

Speaker : Koki Takaki (OECD) 

The OECD Secretariat will make opening remarks for Day 2 and provide a short recap of the Day 1 
discussion. 

► Session 2 Future perspective – Exploring International Harmonisation on the OEL settings  

This session is to explore the potential to harmonise some or all approaches used to establish OELs 
internationally and discuss if/what role OECD could play to add value. 

12:05 

Item10. Potential for harmonisation – summary of results from the OECD survey report  

Speaker: Michelle DEVEAU (Health Canada) 

Health Canada will present the survey results on the potential for international harmonisation in the OEL 
settings described in the OECD report.  

12:20 

Item11. Harmonisation initiatives –U.S. coordination activities 

Speaker: Yvette Selby-Mohamadu (USEPA) 

The US EPA will share their experience of coordination and collaboration in OEL settings among OSHA, 
US EPA, and NIOSH as well as their further harmonisation attempts. 

12:35 

Item12. Harmonisation initiatives –Non-government organisations  

Speaker: Andy Maier (WEEL Committee) 

The WEEL committee will share their experience of coordination and collaboration in OEL settings among 
other organisations. 

12:55 

Item13. Harmonisation initiatives –Germany   

Speaker: Claudia Drossard (BAuA),  

Klaus Schneider (FoBiG, Germany) 

Germany will share the result of their project on OEL derivations for airborne chemicals focused on the 
comparison of methods and protection levels.  

13:15 

Item14. Harmonisation initiatives – EU 

Speaker: Laurence Hoffstadt (ECHA) 

 

ECHA will share their experience of coordination and collaboration in OEL settings among EU countries. 

Coffee Break 13:30 – 13:50 
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13:50 

Item15. Panel discussion  

The panellists will discuss the following topics; 

1. Are there any specific endpoints or procedures for establishing OEL that may be more amendable 
to international harmonisation? 

2. What are some procedures that may help to make establishing OEL values more efficient? e.g., 
Sharing toxicological and mechanism information, and OEL setting methods. 

3. Is there a role for OECD to play in increasing OEL harmonisation and/or efficiently in setting OEL 
limits within countries? 

 

Panellists: presenters and additional experts. 

14:50 

Item16. Next steps   

Speaker : Koki Takaki (OECD) 

The OECD Secretariat will present the draft outline of the Workshop report and the possible next steps. 

14:55 

Item17. Closing   

Speaker : Koki Takaki (OECD), Mariko Ono (JNIOSH) 

JNIOSH and the OECD Secretariat will make a closing remark. 

End of Day 2 15:00 
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