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Purpose

1. This note submits to Council the reports of the work on biotechnology and other aspects of food
safety, for transmission to OECD Ministers and the G8 and declassification.

Transmission to OECD Ministers and G8

2. At its meeting on 17-18 November 1999, Council agreed the work programme on biotechnology
and other aspects of food safety in the light of the 1999 Ministerial Council Communiqué, the Conclusions
of the CSTP meeting at Ministerial level and the request from the G8 Summit at Cologne
[C(99)148/REV4, its Annex 1, and C/M(99)23, Item 321].

3. It was agreed that Council would transmit the reports on this work to OECD Ministers and the
G8.  It was also agreed that, when transmitted to the G8, these reports would be accompanied by any
statements made by Member countries, if they so wished.  Delegations are therefore invited to provide the
Secretariat, if possible no later than 25 May, with the text of any statement they wish to accompany the
reports, so that the reports and any accompanying statements can be transmitted altogether immediately
following Council on 25 May or, if necessary, 16 June.1

4. The reports to be submitted consist of:

a) the Report of the Task Force for the Safety of Novel Food and Feeds [C(2000)86/ADD1];

b) the Report of the Working Group for the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in
Technology [C(2000)86/ADD2];

c) the Report of the Ad hoc Group on Food Safety, which includes:

- Overview of Food Safety Systems and Activities: Executive Summary
[SG/ADHOC/FS(2000)6/FINAL];

- Overview of National Food Safety Systems and Activities
[SG/ADHOC/FS(2000)5/FINAL];

- Overview of International Organisations with Food Safety Activities (Part I, Overview)
[SG/ADHOC/FS(2000)4/FINAL];

- Compendium of International Organisations with Food Safety Activities (Part II,
Compendium) [SG/ADHOC/FS(2000)4/FINAL];

- Compendium of National Food Safety Systems and Activities
[SG/ADHOC/FS(2000)5/ANN/FINAL];

                                                     
1. The Secretariat hopes to have completed work on all the reports, in both official languages, in time for Council on 25
May.  This may not be possible, particularly given the recent Internet-related difficulties which have both prevented timely receipt
of final comments by delegations on the reports and delayed final processing by the Secretariat.
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d) the Chairman’s Report and the rapporteurs’ Summary on the OECD Edinburgh Conference
on the Scientific and Health Aspects of Genetically Modified Foods GM Food Safety: Facts,
Uncertainties and Assessment, held on  28 February - 1 March 2000 [C(2000)86/ADD3];

e) the Summary Report of the OECD Consultation with Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) held at OECD on 20 November 1999 [C(2000)86/ADD4].

Declassification and consultation

5. Documents listed under (d) and (e) are already in the public domain and available on the OECD
Website.  Consistent with the practice of transparency and dialogue initiated by the NGO Consultation on
20 November 1999 and the Edinburgh Conference, it is proposed that Council declassify the reports listed
under (a) - (c).  The documents will then be made available on the OECD Website. If requested by the
Delegations concerned, the Secretariat will also make public any statements submitted by Delegations
under paragraph 3 above.

6. In addition to the NGO consultations last November and the Edinburgh Conference, there have
been on-going contacts with outside interests, including BIAC and TUAC, NGOs and others, over recent
months.  These contacts have provided useful input to the work, have maintained a valuable degree of
transparency and openness, and confirmed the breadth and seriousness of “civil society” interest in the
issues under examination. Via the Internet, the Secretariat will hold a “virtual consultation” inviting
comments and reactions from NGOs and others on the reports.  This material, together with the results of
earlier contacts, will be assembled and made available to Member governments.

Conclusion

7. The Secretary-General proposes the Council adopt the following draft conclusions:

THE COUNCIL

a) noted document C(2000)86, and the reports listed in paragraph 4;

[b) noted the statements by …;]

c) agreed that these reports [and the statements by Member countries] now be
transmitted to OECD Ministers and the G8;

d) agreed that the reports listed under paragraph 4 a), b) and c) above be
declassified with immediate effect.


