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Back on track – is SME debt holding back the recovery?
High-level panel on the occasion of the launch of

Financing SMEs and Entrepreneurs 2022:
An OECD Scoreboard
29 March 2022, 12:00 – 13:30 CEST (via Zoom)

What’s the issue?
Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurs are the small but mighty powerhouses
of local, national and global economies. The fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic hit them where it
hurt, with extended disruptions and shutdowns sending shock waves to millions of small businesses.
Governments world-wide stepped in quickly with financing that served as a lifeline for SMEs. Today,
SMEs are facing additional challenges. Inflation, in particular in energy and raw materials prices, volatility
in financial markets and disruptions in supply chains and trade, are jeopardising their recovery. Looking
ahead, SMEs will need to drive a recovery that is inclusive, sustainable and resilient. Yet many SMEs
emerge from the crisis with considerable debt baggage.
The session will highlight the role and prospects for SME finance in the recovery, particularly in the
context of the current challenges we are facing as a result of the pandemic and the geopolitical situation.
Key topics for discussion will include:
•
•
•

Will the negative legacy of the crisis hold back the recovery now underway?
What do SMEs around the world see as the biggest stumbling blocks in the current context,
and how can they be addressed?
How can governments and financial institutions ensure small firms have continued access to
the right financing instruments to invest and play their role in building back better?

10th Anniversary of Financing SMEs and Entrepreneurs: An OECD Scoreboard
The event marks the launch of the 10th edition of the Scoreboard, which has become an international
reference for monitoring developments and trends in SME and entrepreneurship finance.
This edition analyses the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the SME financing landscape in 48
countries, providing the latest trends in SME access to finance. It analyses the evolution of the policy
landscape from rescue to recovery and examines SME financing needs to build back better.
To register for the event:
https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJctfuytrTsoH9fV8np2HwCzueu2CZRl1Dv-

Contact:

Miriam Koreen,
Senior Counsellor on SMEs, Head of the SME and Entrepreneurship Financing Unit,
Miriam.Koreen@oecd.org
OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities
Website: www.oecd.org/cfe |Twitter: @OECD_local | LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/oecd-local
The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities provides comparative statistics, analysis and capacity building for local and national
actors to work together to unleash the potential
of entrepreneurs and small and medium
-sized enterprises, promote inclusive and sustainable regions

Back on track – is SME debt holding back the recovery?
Launch of the 2022 edition of

Financing SMEs and Entrepreneurs:
An OECD Scoreboard
29 March 2022, 12:00 – 13:30 CEST (via Zoom)

Agenda
12:00 – 12:05

Welcoming remarks – video message
Mathias Cormann
Secretary General, OECD

12:05 – 12:15

Presentation of Financing SMEs and Entrepreneurs 2022: An OECD Scoreboard

Lamia Kamal-Chaoui
Director, OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities

12:15 – 13:25

Panel discussion and Q&A session

Moderator

Miriam Koreen, Senior Counsellor on SMEs, OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and
Cities

Speakers

Martin Godel, Head of SME Policy, State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, Switzerland, and Chair of
the OECD Committee on SMEs and Entrepreneurship
Catherine Lewis La Torre, CEO, British Business Bank
Helmut Kraemer-Eis, Chief Economist, European Investment Fund
Gerhard Huemer, Economic Policy Director, SMEunited
Matthew Gamser, CEO, SME Finance Forum

13:25-13:30

Closing remarks
Ambassador Adriana Mejía Hernández, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OECD and
Chair of the OECD Ambassadors’ Group of Friends of SMEs

