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Background 

Technology and knowledge diffusion are weighing on productivity growth and innovation in OECD 

countries and regions. The public sector, as a key player in supporting innovation and ensuring 

inclusive growth, should enhance the capacity to adapt to meet future challenges. It is therefore 

necessary to examine the current tools for innovation policy from different perspectives, and 

develop a broader concept of innovation policy, in order to ensure that technological and knowledge 

diffusion creates room for all types of regions to benefit from global trends and technological 

change.  

In this context, the OECD and the European Commission are organising a workshop series on 

broadening regional innovation strategies. The series will address five topics in five different 

workshops, including fostering innovation in less developed regions, building global value chains, 

strategies for industrial transition, managing disruptive technologies, and experimental governance.  

In each workshop, experts will be invited to present the current academic frontier thinking on the 

subject and a more practical dimension and recent examples of policies that help address the issue 

at hand. The purpose is therefore to collect academic evidence and practical examples in relation to 

the five issues which have been identified a particularly relevant to support a process of policy 

development.  

 

Experimental Governance 

This workshop is the fifth in the series and focuses on the topic of experimental governance. 

Regional development policy and innovation policies require experimentation, trying out new 

processes, ideas and structures. They also require learning from success and failure in order to 

improve. Experimental governance involves a process of provisional goal setting and revisions based 

on lessons drawn from regional experiences and from “learning by doing”. For new policy domains, 

such as regional innovation and smart specialisation, the role of experimentation is even more 

relevant than in traditional policy contexts. Experimental governance also implies using digital 

government tools and information technology in an effective way. However, such an experimental 

governance approach may not necessarily work for every type of region, especially when considering 

different levels of institutional capacity and socio-economic framework conditions. In some cases, a 



 

combination of top-down policies with locally-led policy efforts might be more effective as opposed 

to either one alone.  The discussions will focus on the two background papers prepared by 

Professors Kevin Morgan and David Wolfe and on the following questions:  

 How experimentation in governance can better support regional 
development and innovation policies? What can we learn from the different 
streams of literature on the topic? 

 How can experimental governance be adapted to be successful in all types of 
regions, including the leading and the lagging regions, or in areas without 
cultures of collaborative problem solving? 

 How can experimental governance be made in the overall multi-level 
governance system of a country, to introduce greater flexibility, e.g. in 
developing asymmetric decentralisation arrangements and pilot approaches? 

 How to involve citizens and civil society (NGOs, businesses, networks) in 
experimental governance approaches? 

 How to use new technologies and digital government to foster experimental 
governance for regional development and regional innovation policies? 

 


