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• Groundwater Governance is better thought of as governance of aquifers
– Aquifers are a saturated subsurface space (sand, gravel, rock)
– Complex structures, uncertainties about flows and dynamics
• Aquifers provide essential reserve supplies of water. They are vulnerable,
and many are non renewable.

• Impacts of pumping aquifers often only become visible in the long term eg
drying of rivers and wetlands, and are slow to reverse.
• Many aquifers are under pressure and increasingly use of the sub surface
is contested (gas development, thermal energy, CCAS)

Objectives of the Project:

• Bring to the global attention the urgent need for
improved governance of groundwater resources and
aquifers
• Identify and promote globally valid guiding principles
for managing groundwater resources at the country
level
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GOVERNANCE of AQUIFERS
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Vision

Providing policy makers with science-based
guidelines for informed decision making

The Vision aims that by 2030
o Appropriate and implemented legal, regulatory and institutional frameworks
for groundwater that establish public guardianship and collective
responsibility, permanent engagement of stakeholders and beneficial
integration with other sectors, including other uses of the subsurface space
and its resources
o All major aquifer systems are properly assessed, with the resulting
information and knowledge shared, making use of up-to-date
communication techniques
o Groundwater management plans are prepared and implemented for the
priority aquifers

The Vision aims that by 2030
o Groundwater management agencies, locally, nationally and
internationally, are adequately resourced and their key tasks
of capacity building, resource and quality monitoring, and
promotion of demand management, coupled with supply-side
measures, are secured

o Incentive frameworks and investment programmes foster
sustainable, efficient groundwater use and adequate aquifer
systems protection

Groundwater Governance - further work?
o Conjunctive management of SW and GW with a long term
perspective
o Co- Management of land use and water to protect or
encourage recharge and avoid GW degradation.
o Co-governance of all activities in the subsurface space
http://www.groundwatergovernance.org/

