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OECD QUESTIONNAIRE:   

 

 

MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE OF PUBLIC INVESTMENT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This questionnaire is part of ongoing work conducted by 

The OECD Territorial Development Policy Committee 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please provide contact information of the person(s) completing this questionnaire, in case clarifications are 
needed: 

 

Name(s)       

Title       

Ministry/Office       

Country       

Telephone       Email       
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Overview and Instructions 

Background 

This questionnaire aims to contribute to our understanding of the multi-level governance of public 
investment across OECD countries. Its purpose is not to evaluate investment choices or outcomes. 
Instead, the aim is to deepen our understanding of the challenges that arise with the co-ordination and 
management capacities of public investment at sub-national level and to identify the range of instruments 
and institutions employed to address them. The questionnaire will primarily contribute to sharing good 
practices that would otherwise be difficult to compile systematically across all OECD countries.  
 
Public investment is a shared responsibility across levels of government. On average, 66% of public 
investment in the OECD area is managed at the sub-national level, though national governments or supra-
national bodies (such as the European Union) are often the ultimate sources of funds. Thus multi-level 
governance is important, especially in terms of spending efficiency and effectiveness. This survey aims at 
gathering information on this dimension from national actors. Sub-national actors will be consulted 
separately, in particular through specific case studies. 
 
Instructions  

You will find the following questionnaire structured in two sections:  

 The first section focuses on multi-level governance in a sectoral context. There will be a choice 
to respond to this with regard to either a regional development sector/ministry, or else another 
sector/ministry (transport, environment, innovation).  

 The second section takes stock of national structures for multi-level governance of public 
investment across levels of government.  

If you choose to respond to this survey through the web-link provided in this email, you will find instructions 
for this in the first pages of the web-survey. If you choose to fill this word form out or print it and fill it out, 
you may return the completed survey to the Secretariat per email or mail.  

You may want to share this survey with other colleagues to complete it.  

The survey should be completed by Friday, April 20, 2012 (COB).   

If you have any technical problems or questions about how to fill out the survey please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  

 
William Tompson (William.Tompson@oecd.org +33 1 45 24 15 76);  

Dorothée Allain-Dupré (Dorothee.ALLAIN-DUPRE@oecd.org; +33 1 45 24 82 43); or  
Cathérine Gamper (Catherine.gamper@oecd.org; +33 1 45 24 96 11)  

 
 
 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 
  

mailto:William.Tompson@oecd.org
mailto:Dorothee.ALLAIN-DUPRE@oecd.org
mailto:Catherine.gamper@oecd.org
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1 Multi-level governance of public investment: sectoral context 

Before completing the first part of this questionnaire, please indicate the sector (and if applicable define 

the sub-sector, such as renewable energy in the environment sector) to which your answers will 

correspond: 

 Transport – if you choose to respond to a narrower sub-sector category (or investment strategy), please 

specify:       

 Innovation – if you choose to respond to a narrower sub-sector category (or investment strategy), 

please specify:       

 Environment – if you choose to respond to a narrower sub-sector category (or investment strategy), 

please specify:       

 Regional development  

Please keep in mind that your answers to all of the remaining questions will be understood with respect 

to the sector you have chosen above 

1. If possible, please indicate how much (in approximate percent or approximate absolute values) this 

sector's share of public investment represents in comparison to the total budget for public investment 

in your country? 

      

2. How has the use of certain types of financial sources used for your sector’s public investment on the 

sub-national level changed over the last five years?  

Sources of funding for public investment on sub-
national levels 

Have 
increased 

Have stayed 
more or less the 

same 

Have 
decreased 

Don’t 
know 

Borrowing by sub-national governments     

Issuing bonds     

Earmarked transfers from the central government to sub-
national governments  for public investment 

    

User fees     

Public Private Partnerships     

Local taxes     

Funding from supra-national organizations, such as EU 
Cohesion/Structural Policy Funds 

    

Use of new types of funds to finance public investment     

Other, please specify:  

1.       

    

2.           

1.1 Requirements and incentives attached to public investment funding 

3. Do the central or supra-national levels in your chosen sector attach explicit requirements to public 

investment funds allocated to sub-national level governments in order to have access to funds? – 

Check all that apply 

 Yes, the central level attaches such requirements 
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 Yes, the supra-national level attaches such requirements 

 No (go to Q.8) 

 Don’t know (go to Q.8) 

4. Which of the following types of requirements are attached to central sectoral funds provided to 

regional/state governments (or municipalities in countries which do not have regional tiers)? - Check 

all that apply 

Type of Requirement 
Check all that 

apply 

Reporting requirements  

Timeframe of spending   

Matching requirements  

Additionality requirements (i.e. funds should not substitute for planned investments 
made by sub-national governments) 

 

Use of ex ante economic evaluation tools (cost-benefit, cost effectiveness, or multi-
criteria analyses)  

 

Use of environmental impact assessment  

Earmarking all or parts of grants to specific thematic priorities   

Implementation of certain reforms, legislation, or regulations   

Involvement of private sector/firms in design of public investment strategies  

Involvement of private sector/firms in financing public investment strategies  

Project needs to involve several municipalities (minimum municipal or inter-municipal 
size for authorising the project) 

 

Other - please specify:  
1.       

 

2.        
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5. How (if at all) has the use of mechanisms such as those listed in question Q4 above changed since the 

onset of the financial crisis in 2007-08? – Please describe 

      

 

6. What have been the main challenges encountered in the use of such requirements/ mechanisms? 

Challenges Is a major 
challenge 

Is somewhat 
a challenge 

Is not a 
challenge 

Not 
applicable 

The requirements are too demanding      

The requirements are not effective in 
improving the quality/efficiency of public 
investment 

    

The stated requirements are not applied or 
effectively enforced in practice 

    

The stated requirements involve significant 
additional administrative burden  

    

The mechanisms applied unduly constrain 
the freedom of sub-national levels to 
undertake investment projects or 
programmes 

    

Other, please specify:  

1.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.           

 

7. What, if any, have been the main benefits of using such requirements? Please illustrate with examples 

of good practices, if possible:  

      

1.2 Performance Monitoring 

8. Do central levels or supra-national authorities monitor the use of public investment funding in your 

sector that goes to sub-national governments over the course of implementation? – check all that 

apply 

 Yes, central sectoral level conducts monitoring.  

 Yes, supra-national levels conduct monitoring.  

 Yes, sub-national governments conduct monitoring. 

 No, monitoring is not conducted at any level (go to Q.11). 

 Don’t know (go to Q.11) 

9. Are performance indicators used in the context of such monitoring? 

 Yes  

 No  

 Don’t know  
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10.  Are target values for the performance indicators defined for certain or all public investment 

projects/programs? 

 Yes  

 No 

 Don’t know  

11.  Are impact evaluations of the use of public investment resources conducted in the sector studied?  

 Yes, always  

 Yes, sometimes 

 Yes, rarely 

 No,  

 Don’t know  

1.3 Coordination across levels of government 

12. What are the main mechanisms in your sector for co-ordinating the prioritisation and implementation 

of public investment between central and sub-national levels? – Check all that apply 

 Specific sectoral body in charge of national - sub-national coordination -  please provide 

name      

 Specific national body in charge of national - sub-national coordination        

 Specific forum gathering sub-national governments       

 Contractual arrangements across levels of government 

 Central sectoral level representatives appointed to sub-national levels 

 Don’t know 

 Other -  please specify:       

13. To what extent do the following challenges  confront your sector with respect to co-ordination of 

public investment between central and sub-national levels?  

Challenges Is a major 
challenge 

Is somewhat a 
challenge 

Is not a 
challenge 

Not 
applicable 

Lack of information at the central level regarding 
existing sub-national projects/needs 

    

Lack of engagement by the sub-national levels in 
the priority setting process for public investment 

    

Insufficient financial resources at sub-national 
level to co-finance investments 

    

Lack of involvement of private sector actors/firms     

Regulatory and administrative obstacles to 
coordinate between central and sub-national 
levels 

    

Lack of capacities at the sub-national level to 
implement investment projects 

    

Lack of information of sub-national actors on 
central government investment priorities 

    

Other – please specify: 

1.       

2.       
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1.4 Horizontal co-ordination across sub-national levels 

14.   Are mechanisms or incentives in place in your sector to encourage co-operation for public investment 

projects or programmes (horizontally) across sub-national authorities? Check all that apply: 

 Yes, there are mechanisms to encourage co-operation among regions/states 

 Yes, there are mechanisms to encourage co-operation among municipalities 

 No (go to Q. 19) 

 Don’t know (go to Q. 19) 

 Other, please specify:       

15. What types of mechanisms or incentives are they? – Please describe type and applicability in terms of 

level of government. Please indicate, in particular, if horizontal co-ordination is linked to financial 

incentives (for example, higher central government financing may be available for multi-region or 

multi-city projects).  

      

 

16. What are the main challenges in promoting collaboration horizontally across sub-national levels for 

public investment programs/projects?-Please describe. 

      

 

17. If possible, please select one example of good practice to enhance horizontal coordination across sub-

national governments (regions or municipalities) and provide details about why it is successful: 

      

18.  (For EU countries only) What are the main governance differences between the management of 

public investment received from EU funds, and national sources of investment? Please describe.  

2 Multi-level governance of public investment: national context  

The second part of this survey aims at understanding the multi-level governance dimensions of public 

investment as a whole in your country. This section seeks to investigate specifically the measures in place 

to co-ordinate cross-sectorally for public investment projects or programs across levels of government. 

Please keep in mind that your answers to all of the remaining questions will be understood with respect 

to multi-level governance of public investment in general, and not simply with respect to any specific 

sector. 
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2.1 Policy Background 

19. Is there a national-level, strategic guidance document in place that sets out priorities for public 

investment across levels of government? Check all that apply 

 Yes, cross-sectoral national plan, strategy or similar  

 Yes, different sector-level plans, strategies or similar 

 No (go to Q.22) 

 Don’t know (go to Q.22) 

20. Is the guidance multi-annual in its nature? 

 Yes, please specify how many years it usually covers:       

 Don’t know  

 No 

21. To what extent is the national guidance relevant to regional/state governments (or municipalities in 

countries which do not have regional tiers)? 

 It provides concrete mandatory requirements for sub-national governments. 

 It is used as general policy guidance based on which more detailed sub-national guidance 

documents are elaborated. 

 It does not affect sub-national policy making processes regarding public investment. 

 Don’t know 

 Other, please specify:       

2.2 Coordinating public investment at the national level 

22.   Are mechanisms or incentives in place to encourage co-operation for public investment projects or 

programmes (horizontally) across sub-national authorities? – Check all that apply: 

 Yes, there are mechanisms to encourage co-operation among regions/states 

 Yes, there are mechanisms to encourage co-operation among municipalities 

 No (go to Q.24) 

 Don’t know (go to Q.24) 

 Other, please specify:       

23. What types of mechanisms or incentives are they? – Please describe type and applicability in terms of 

level of government. Please indicate, in particular, if horizontal co-ordination is linked to financial 

incentives (for example, higher central government financing may be available for multi-region or 

multi-city projects).  

      

 

24. What governance instruments are there to foster vertical (between national and sub-national levels of 

government)co-ordination of public investment? – Check all that apply  

 There is one specific institution rather than authority? in charge of national/sub-national 

coordination- please provide name of authority:       

 There are several sectoral authorities - please provide examples of authorities:       

 Contractual arrangements/partnership agreements across levels of government 

 Don’t know  

 No 

 Other, please specify:       

25. For which sectors/policy areas does vertical (across national/sub-national) co-ordination appear to 

work well and why? – Please describe 
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2.3 Sub-national capacity  

26. To what extent are the following challenges for sub-national governments in the governance and 

administration of public investment? 

Challenges Is a major 
challenge 

Is somewhat 
of a challenge 

Is not a 
challenge 

Not 
applicable 

Weak long term strategic planning for public 
investment; a focus on short term priorities  

    

Views of municipalities prevail over regional 
priorities 

    

Sectoral priorities dominate over integrated 
approach 

    

Insufficient evidence-based investment policy (lack 
of economic research on regional needs) 

    

Administrative obstacles and red tape     

Difficulty of involving private firms     

Fraud/corruption in public procurement at the sub-
national level 

    

Weak capabilities for administering public-private 
partnerships 

    

Lack of fiscal discipline     

Insufficient resources (e.g. staff) to design and 
monitor strategies 

    

Lack of performance monitoring of investment 
strategies 

    

Lack of ex post impact assessment     

Other- please specify: 

1 .      

    

2.           

 

27. What types of policies have been implemented in the past 5-10 years (or are currently being 

planned) by the national level to enhance sub-national capacities? – Please describe one or several 

recent policy examples in the table below?  

Policies implemented by the national level to 
enhance sub-national capacities  

Implemented 
in past years 

Currently 
planned  

Not app-
licable 

Please 
explain  

Policies linked to sub-national public employment 
systems (staffing, recruitment, performance 

management, mobility)  

         

Policies linked to sub-national finances (reform in local 

finances, tax system, grants, equalisation, etc.) 
         

Policies linked to sub-national budget procedures 

(requests to publish accounts more regularly, stricter 
accounting procedures, and performance budgeting, 
multi-year budgeting, etc.) 

         

Policies linked to sub-national fiscal rules (tightening 

fiscal rules, borrowing conditions, expenditure limits, etc.) 
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Policies implemented by the national level to 
enhance sub-national capacities  

Implemented 
in past years 

Currently 
planned  

Not app-
licable 

Please 
explain  

Policies linked to regulation for sub-national 
governments (, reduction of the stock of regulation, 

harmonisation of regulation, use of regulatory impact 
assessment, etc.) 

         

Policies linked to public procurement (simplification of 

procurement procedures, technical assistance for 
contract management capacity, etc.) 

         

Policies linked to strategic planning (guidance to 

establish regional development strategies, 
contracts/partnerships across levels of government, etc.)  

         

Policies linked to involvement of private actors (new 
rules for PPPs, removal of bureaucratic constraints in 
key areas for SNGs such as land use, etc.) 

         

Other, please specify:  

1.       

         

2.                

 

28.   If you would like to explain any of the above interventions in more detail, please describe here: 

 

      
 

 

29. In the past, has the national government carried out any kind of systematic assessment of the variations 

in governance capacities (e.g. human capital/finances) across sub-national (regional or 

municipal/local) authorities? 

 Yes (please complete question 29) 

 No (please go to the last question) 

 Don’t know  (please go to the last question) 

 

 

 

30. Please provide a very brief description or name the document/website link in which such an assessment 

was reported: 

      

If there is anything you want to add to the questionnaire that you deem important to the subject but not 

sufficiently covered, please feel free to add it here and/or send us any additional information through email 

William Tompson (William.Tompson@oecd.org; +33 1 45 24 15 76) 
Dorothée Allain-Dupré (Dorothee.Allain-dupre@oecd.org ; +33 1 45 24 82 43); or  

Cathérine Gamper (Catherine.gamper@oecd.org ; +33 1 45 24 96 11) 

 

      

 

  

mailto:William.Tompson@oecd.org
mailto:Dorothee.Allain-dupre@oecd.org
mailto:Catherine.gamper@oecd.org
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OECD REGIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE  

MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE OF PUBLIC INVESTMENT 

Definition of Public Investment 

Given the difficulty to establish cross-country comparability on a standard definition of public investment, 

if possible, please respond to this questionnaire by using the definition used in your country/region, and 

please provide a brief description of what your definition encompasses: 

      

1. Key Facts: Public Finances and public investment in your region  

31. What was the latest approximate share of public investment spending by the region in percent of 

regional GDP?  

     % and       (fill in year) 

32. Has this share changed over last 5 years? 

 Share has increased 

 Share has decreased 

 Share has remained the same 

 Don’t know 

33. From the total regional public investment spending, how much (in percent, approximately) is co-

financed by the national level?  

     % and       (fill in year) 

2. Co-ordination for public investment across different levels of government 

2.1 Vertical Co-ordination (between the region and the national government) 

34. Do the policies defined for public investment on the central/national level affect the regional priority 

setting process? 

 Yes, to a significant extent 

 Yes, to some extent 

 No 

 Don’t know 

35. Is your region involved/consulted in the central/national policy making process for public investment 

priorities for regional development? 

 Yes  

 No 

 Don’t know 

36. Are requirements attached to public investment funds received from the central level in order to 

secure or retain access to funds? (Examples might include the implementation of specific policy or 

institutional actions, or the achievement of performance targets.)  

 Yes, to all of the funds received 

 Yes, to some of the funds 

 No (go to Q.x) 

 Don’t know (go to Q.x) 

37. Which of the following specific requirements are attached to funds received from the central level?–

check all that apply 



 12 

Requirement 

(select all that apply) 

 

All 
transfers  

Sectoral transfers 

Trans- 
port 

Env- 
ironment 

(e.g. 
water) 

R&D, 
innovation 

Regional 
Development 

No requirements ever attached      

Timeframe for spending (i.e. deadline in the 
allocation of funds) 

     

Matching requirements      

Additionality requirements (i.e. funds should not 

substitute for  planned investments by regional 
administrations) 

     

Use of ex ante economic evaluation tools 

(feasibility study, cost-benefit, cost 
effectiveness, or multi-criteria analyses)  

     

Use of environmental impact assessment      

Earmarking all or parts of grants to specific 
thematic priorities  

     

Implementation of certain reforms, legislation, 
or regulations; capacity building  

     

Involvement of private sector/firms in design of 
public investment strategies 

     

Involvement of private sector/firms in financing 
public investment strategies 

     

Other - please specify:  
1.       

     

2.            

 

38. Has the use of requirements and conditions such as those listed in question 7 increased since 2007? 

 Yes  

 No  

 Don’t know  

39. How would you judge the performance of those requirements along the following statements:  

The central government requirements attached to 
public investment funds… 

Agree 
strongly 

Agree 
somewhat 

don’t 
agree 

don’t know 

…can be fulfilled by the regions     

… have improved the quality of public investment projects     

… are effectively enforced     

… do not impose additional administrative efforts     

… do not constrain the freedom of region to undertake 
investment projects or programmes 

    

… facilitate rapid design of investment projects     

…facilitate co-ordination between the central and the 
regional administrations 

    

…facilitate co-ordination within the regional administration     

…accelerate execution by firms     
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The central government requirements attached to 
public investment funds… 

Agree 
strongly 

Agree 
somewhat 

don’t 
agree 

don’t know 

…are very demanding in terms of time     

…limit the freedom of region to allocate investments     
 

40. What are the main challenges with respect to co-ordination of public investment between the centre 

and the regions?  

Challenges Is a major 
challenge 

Is somewhat 
of a challenge 

Is not a 
challenge 

Not 
applicable 

Lack of incentive to co-ordinate between central 
and regional levels 

    

Lack of understanding by central level on existing 
regional projects/needs 

    

Unreasonable co-finance requirements stretching 
the means of regional administrations 

    

Lack of co-ordination across regional governments 
on the design of investment projects 

    

Lack of involvement of private sector actors/firms     

Regulatory and administrative obstacles to co-
ordinate between central and regional levels 

    

Lack of information of regional actors on central 
government investment priorities 

    

Other – please specify: 

       

 

2.2 Use of contractual arrangements for regional development 

41. Are contractual arrangements used for the design and/or implementation of public investment (for 

regional development) between your region and the national government? 

 Yes  

 No (go to Qxx) 

 Don’t know (go to Qxx) 

42. Are the following characteristics part of contractual arrangements? 

Characteristic 
Check all 

that 
apply 

Always Sometimes Never 

 

Don’t 
know 

Defined on a multi-year basis  

If yes, how many years?       
    

 

Defined on a multi-sectoral basis (across 
ministries) 

    
 

Defined in collaboration with private sector 
actors/firms 

    
 

Attached to a specific budget      

Incorporate reward or sanctions mechanisms      

Defined under high level political leadership      
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Defined with clear arbitration mechanisms in 
case of conflicts 

    
 

Flexible (i.e. aspects can be adjusted/ 
renegotiated following evolving priorities) 

    
 

Inflexible (i.e. generally unable to be renegotiate 
except in highly specific circumstances) 

    
 

Limited in number (to avoid proliferation of 
contracts) 

    
 

Other - please specify:            
 

2.3 Co-ordination between your region and other regions or across levels of sub-national government 

43. Are mechanisms in place to encourage (or require) co-ordination of public investment projects or 

programmes horizontally across regions or other sub-national levels? - Check all that apply 

 Yes, across regions/states 

 Yes, across municipalities 

 No(go to Q.x) 

 Don’t know (go to Q.x) 

 Other, please specify:       

44. What types of mechanisms are they?  

 Mandatory requirements (such as regions have to co-ordinate with other regions for certain type 

of investment) 

 Voluntary requirements (such as regions are incentivised through financial advantages) 

 Don’t know  

 Other, please specify:       

3. Critical Regional Governance Capacities for effective public investment  

3.1 Designing and selecting investment  

45. Is there a regional-level, strategic guidance document or plan in place that sets out priorities for public 

investment decisions for your region?  

 Yes  

 No (go to Q.x) 

 Don’t know (go to Q.x) 

46. Which of the following actors are involved in elaborating the regional strategy? – Check all that apply  

Actor Check if involved 

Actors from the regional administration  

Municipalities   

Banks, including development banks    

Private actors  

Non-governmental organizations (NGO’s, CSO’s etc)  

Academics  

Citizens  
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Actor Check if involved 

Other – please specify: 

1.       

2.       

 

 

47. Is cost-benefit or cost-effectiveness analysis, or a similar methodology used to inform or help 

prioritise public investment decisions? – check all that apply  

 Yes, because it is centrally mandated 

 Yes, because it is mandated by supra-national organisations, such as the European Union 

 Yes, because the region has adopted it (e.g. in its own regional legislation) 

 No  

 Don’t know  

3.2 Financing public investment in your region 

48. What is the share (in approximate percent) of the different funding sources for regional public 

investment in proportion of the total funding available for regional public investment, and how have 

they changed since 2007? 

Sources of funding for public 
investment on sub-national levels 

% share(if 
possible) 
and year 

of 
reference 

Have 
increased 

Have stayed more 
or less the same 

Have 
decreased 

Don’t 
know 

OWN REVENUES:      

     Local taxes           

     User fees/market –type 
mechanisms 

          

GRANTS      

     Central government 
grants/transfers 

          

     Grant-type of funding from 
international organisations (such as 
EU cohesion/structural policy funds) 

          

BORROWING      

     Commercial bank loans           

     Loans from banks related to the 
sub-national governments 

     

     Intergovernmental loans           

     Financial markets (bonds)           

Other, please specify:  

1.       

     

2.            
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49. How are grants/transfers for public investment grants distributed by the central level to the regions? – 

Check all that apply 

 periodically by applying a fixed formula unilaterally decided by the center 

 periodically by applying a fixed formula decided by the center in consultation with sub-national 

actors 

 on a project-by-project basis 

 through bilateral negotiation (between center and each region) 

 Other, please specify:       

50. What are the main challenges to the financing of public investment in your region?  

Main challenges Is a key 
challenge 

Is not a 
challenge 

Don’t 
know 

If it is a challenge, please 
briefly describe why 

Difficult access to credit          

Reduction of grants from central 
government 

         

Reduction of revenues from taxes          

Lack of Public Private Partnerships          

Other, please specify: 

1.       

 

      

Other, please specify: 

2.       

 

      

 

51. Does the annual budget documentation for the region contain multi-year expenditure estimates? 

 Yes  

 No 

 Don’t know 

3.3 The role of the private sector in designing and implementing public investment projects  

52. Are private actors involved in the design of public investment projects in your region? 

 Yes 

 No (go to Q.x) 

 Don’t know (go to Q.x) 

53. In which sectors are private actors involved in the design of public investment projects? - Check all 

that apply 

 Transport 

 Environment 

 Innovation/ Research & Development 

 Regional Development 

 Other sector, please specify:       
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54. How often are the following types of partnerships with the private sector to finance/implement 

investment used in your region? 

Type of partnerships frequently 
used 

sometimes 
used”  

Not used at 
all 

Don’t know 

Public Private Partnerships     

Local public enterprises     

Other, please specify: 

1.       

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

3.4 Public procurement, transparency and integrity 

55. Does your region have mechanisms to make public procurement procedures publicly available? – 

check all that apply 

 Yes, announcement of tenders are published 

 Yes, the outcome of tenders are published 

 No  

 Don’t know 

 Other – please specify      

56. Is your region being externally audited?  

 Yes 

 No 

 Don’t know 

57. What are the main challenges to manage public procurement in your region?  

Main challenges Is a key 
challenge 

Is not a 
challenge 

Don’t 
know 

If it is a challenge, please 
briefly describe why 

Excess of administrative 
procedures and red tape 

         

Lack of capabilities from the 
region to administer public 
procurement (in terms of staff, 
know how, competencies, …) 

         

Lack of time to administer public 
procurement  

         

Overly restrictive bid 
specifications at the regional/local 
level, creating red tape 

         

     

cOther, please specify: 

1.       

 

      

Other, please specify: 

2.       
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58. What practices have helped to improve public procurement by regions? – Check all that apply 

 Guidance to regions on procurement legislation 

 Simplification of certain procurement rules 

 Improving control systems for sub-national procurement 

 Training regional and local officials on public procurement 

 Procurement information made public through website, etc. 

 Codes of practice for regional and local governments on the use of procurement 

 Harmonization of public procurement rules across states/regions  

 Exchange of good practices across regions  

 Other – please specify:       

3.5 Public Sector Employment 

59. What, if any, have been the main challenges to achieve excellence in public employees’ capacity for 

public investment? 

Main challenges Is a key 
challenge 

Is 
somewhat a 

challenge 

Is not a 
challenge 

Not 
applicable 

It is difficult for regional administrations to attract 
qualified talents 

    

Public servants’ salaries and benefits are not 
competitive with the private sector 

    

Public servants cannot be provided a reasonable 
perspective, therefore cannot be retained for long at 
the job 

    

Other, please specify: 

1.       

 

60. What mechanisms does your region use to increase public employees’ capacity (skills, competencies) 

for strategic planning and monitoring (notably for public investment)? – check all that apply: 

 Promotion of mobility within the regional administration  

 Promotion of mobility across other regions or sub-national levels 

 Performance management (use of performance evaluation for staff)  

 Performance-related Pay  

 Regular training (on contract management, etc.) 

 Don’t know 

 No specific measures are taken 

 Other – please specify:       

3.6 External capacity support 

61. Does your region benefit from external support in designing and managing public investment projects 

(e.g. from an economic development agency, consulting firms, independent experts, etc.) – please 

describe: 

 Economic development agency 

 Consulting firms 

 Independent experts 

 Private-Public Partnership Agency (on regional or national level) 

 Other – please specify:       
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3.7 Monitoring and evaluation 

62. Does your region conduct performance monitoring for public investment projects? – Check all that 

apply 

 Yes 

 No (go to Qxx) 

 Don’t know (go to Qxx) 

63. Are performance indicators used in the context of such monitoring? 

 Yes  

 No (go to Qxx) 

 Don’t know (go to Qxx) 

64. Does the funding source (such as the central level or a supra-national authority) attach sanctions or 

rewards to the achievement of target values? – Check all that apply 

 Specific rewards are associated with the achievement of target values of indicators 

 Specific sanctions are associated with non-achievement 

 No such sanctions are attached 

 Don’t know  

65. Does the region conduct (ex-post) impact evaluations of public investments?  

 Yes, throughout all sectors 

 Yes, but only in some sectors:  

In which of the following sectors? (check all that apply)  

               Transport,  

               Renewable Energy 

               Water Management 

               Innovation 

               Environment 

               Other, please specify:        

 No (go to Qxx) 

 Don’t know (go to Qxx) 

4. Sectoral section on: Transport 

66. What is the approximate share of regional public investment in transport in percent of the total 

regional public investment budget? 

     % in      (specify year of reference)  

67. Of the total regional transport public investment amount how much is transferred to municipalities? 

     % in      (specify year of reference) 

68. How much of the regional public investment for transport is financed by the center, in approximate 

percent, (that includes any form of financing, i.e. grants/transfers, loans etc)? 

     % in      (specify year of reference) 

69. How is regional transport policy formed? How are priorities selected? Is there a regional 

strategy/policy document for transport? Who is involved in the policy making process?  
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70. Do you monitor the implementation of transport policy, if so how? Does your region conduct impact 

evaluation of transport investment? – Please describe 

      

71. How do you coordinate with the national government on public investment for transport? What has 

worked well and where do challenges arise? – Please describe  

      

72. How do you coordinate with the other regions or municipalities on public investment for transport? 

What has worked well and where do you see challenges? – Please describe  

      

73. How are private actors involved in the design, financing and implementation of transport public 

investment projects in your region? What has worked well and where do you see challenges? – Please 

describe  

      

74. Overall, how is your region’s performance in the public investment management of transport? What 

could be improved? - Please describe 

      

 

5. Sectoral section on: Innovation/R&D 

75. What is the approximate share of regional public investment in innovation/R&D in percent of the total 

regional public investment budget? 

     % in      (specify year of reference)  

76. Of the total regional innovation/R&D public investment amount how much is transferred to 

municipalities? 

     % in      (specify year of reference) 

77. How much of the regional public investment for innovation/R&D is financed by the center, in 

approximate percent, (that includes any form of financing, i.e. grants/transfers, loans etc)? 

     % in      (specify year of reference) 

78. How is regional innovation/R&D policy formed? How are priorities selected? Is there a regional 

strategy/policy document for innovation? Who is involved in the policy making process? – Please 

describe 

      

79. Do you monitor the implementation of innovation/R&D policy, if so how?  Does your region conduct 

impact evaluation of transport investment? – Please describe  

      

80. How do you coordinate with the national government on public investment for innovation/R&D? 

What has worked well and where do challenges arise? – Please describe       

81. How do you coordinate with other regions, or the sub-national level on public investment for 

innovation/R&D? What has worked well and where do you see challenges? – Please describe       
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82. How are private actors involved in the design, financing and implementation of innovation/R&D 

public investment projects in your region? What has worked well and where do you see challenges? – 

Please describe  

      

83. Overall, how is your region’s performance in the public investment management of innovation/R&D? 

What could be improved? - Please describe 

      

6. Final Questions 

84. Overall, which recent reforms have contributed to improving governance of public investment in 

your region, and across levels of government and how?  
Please describe  
      

If there is anything you want to add to the questionnaire that you deem important to the 
subject but not sufficiently covered, please feel free to add it here and/or send us any 
additional information through email 
(Dorothee.ALLAIN-DUPRE@oecd.org;  Catherine.GAMPER@oecd.org)  or 
Camila.VAMMALLE@oecd.org) 
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