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OECD Conference Centre, Room CC4 
2, rue André Pascal, 75016 Paris, France (For access details, click here) 

 

Today, cities use almost two-thirds of global energy and produce up to 80% of greenhouse gas emissions and 50% of 
global waste. The circular economy can provide a policy response to cope with these challenges and be a driver for 
economic growth, jobs and environmental quality. Yet, there has been little policy research and attention on cities and 
regions within the circular economy discourse, as compared to national governments. Why so? And what is the potential 
of cities and regions to help make the transition from a linear to a circular economy happen?  

 The OECD Programme on the Economics and Governance of the Circular Economy in Cities and Regions supports cities 
and regions in their transition towards a circular economy through multi-level dialogues to identify challenges and 
opportunities; peer-to-peer learning and key indicators. 

The 1st OECD Roundtable on the Circular Economy in Cities and Regions seeks to: 

• Provide a knowledge sharing platform across initiatives related to the circular economy in cities and regions, 
countries, and constituencies including civil society, academia, business, financial sector or philanthropy; 

• Advise cities, regions and national governments on policy-making and implementation related to the transition 
from a linear to a circular economy;  

• Provide a consultation mechanism to co-produce an indicator framework to design, implement and evaluate 
circular economy strategies in cities and regions;  

• Discuss preliminary findings from ongoing OECD case studies in Groningen (Netherlands); Umeå (Sweden); 
Valladolid and Granada (Spain). 

 

 

Contact 
Oriana Romano, PhD 

Coordinator, OECD Programme on Cities and Circular Economy 
OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities 

 
Oriana.Romano@oecd.org | oe.cd/circ-eco 

  

https://www.oecd.org/conference-centre/access/
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08.15 – 09.00 Registration  

09.00 – 09.30 Opening session: 
• Ms. Lamia Kamal-Chaoui, Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities 

(CFE), OECD  
• Mr. Manuel Escudero, Ambassador of Spain to the OECD  

09.30 – 11.00 Session I: The circular economy in cities and regions: a transformative path 

 Moderator: Ms. Aziza Akhmouch, Head of the Cities, Urban Policies and Sustainable Development 
Division, CFE, OECD  
By 2050, the global population will reach 9 billion people, 60% of which will be living in cities. Cities 
consume two thirds of the global energy, produce 50% of the global solid waste and are responsible 
for up to 80% of greenhouse gas emissions. Cities have core responsibilities for local public services 
such as transport, solid waste, water and energy, which are all key drivers for the circular economy. 
The transition from a linear to a circular economy in cities and regions is gaining traction and reshaping 
the future of investments, innovation and infrastructure. By 2030, USD 6.3 trillion per year will be 
needed for global investment in energy, transport, water and telecoms to support economic growth 
and development. Being closer to citizens, cities and regions are laboratories for experimentation, 
innovation and bottom-up entrepreneurial impetus. This session will discuss emerging practices to 
foster the circular economy in cities and regions, as well as challenges and implementation tools.  
Key questions:  

• Why are cities and regions key to the transition to a circular economy, and which strategies 
and policies do they implement? 

• What are the key drivers to a systemic approach beyond waste management?  

• How do cities and regions work with national governments, and what/where are remaining 
bottlenecks?   

Keynote speech (10 min):  
• Prof. Paul Ekins, Bartlett School Environment, Energy & Resources, University College 

London, United Kingdom 

Spotlight on a city (10 min):  
• Towards the circular economy in the City of Umeå, Sweden, Ms. Janet Ågren, Deputy 

Mayor 

Insights from the OECD Survey on the Circular Economy in Cities and Regions (10 min): Ms. 
Oriana Romano, Coordinator, Cities and Circular Economy Programme, OECD 
 
Moderated panel (25min): 

• Mr. Pavel Misiga, Head of Unit "Circular Economy and Bio-based Systems", Directorate 
General for Research and Innovation, European Commission  
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• Mr. Mark Hidson, Global Director, Sustainable Procurement Centre, International Council 
for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) 

• Ms. Miranda Schnitger, Cities Project Lead, Ellen Macarthur Foundation  
• Mr. Arjan Hassing, Program Manager Circular Innovation, City of Amsterdam, Netherlands  

Debate with participants (30 min)  

Discussant (5 min): Mr. Rodolfo Lacy, Director, Environment Directorate, OECD  

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee Break and Family Photo (Atrium of the Conference Centre)  

11.30 – 13.00 Session II: Cities and regions as a level playing field to engage business in circular economy 

 Moderator: Ms. Lucia Cusmano, Acting Head of the SME and Entrepreneurship Division, CFE, 
OECD. 
The business sector is a key player in the circular economy. The effective transition of cities and 
regions towards the circular economy will depend on the capacity of the private sector to become the 
engine of the shift by implementing more sustainable business models (e.g. using secondary material, 
recycling, sharing, etc.). Removing or reducing regulatory, fiscal, financial and knowledge barriers for 
businesses to “close the loop” is crucial to support companies in re-thinking their business models. 
Although the uptake of circular economy practices has increased in recent years, they have been 
applied mostly by large corporations and to a lesser extent by the SMEs. There are many opportunities 
for the SMEs to grow and to be competitive while integrating circular economy practices in their 
businesses. This session aims to discuss the role of cities and regions as promoters, facilitators and 
enablers of effective business contribution to the circular economy. It will identify the key economic 
and regulatory incentives to facilitate the transition of SMEs to move from the linear to the circular 
economy, as well as the challenges they face.  

Key questions:  
• How can cities and regions incentivise businesses to drive the circular economy 

transformation? 

• Which are the challenges of the private sector when conducting circular business models? 

• What could be the direct and indirect role of the SMEs in the transition? 
Keynote speech (10 min):  

• Ms. Jacqueline Cramer, Sustainability and Innovation Chair, Utrecht University and former 
Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment   

Spotlight on a city (10 min):  
• Building a circular economy ecosystem in Groningen, Netherlands, Ms. Glimina Chakor, 

Deputy Mayor  

Moderated panel (30min): 
• Dr. Andre Correa d'Almeida, Adjunct Associate Professor of International and Public Affairs 

and Assistant Director of the Master of Public Administration in Development Practice 
program at the School of International and Public Affairs and the Earth Institute, at Columbia 
University 

• Mr. Wayne Hubbard, Chief Executive, London Waste and Recycling Board (LWARB), City 
of London, United Kingdom 

• Mr Kari Poikela, Director, Centre for Circular Economy and Arctic Industry, Regional 
Council of Lapland, Finland 

• Ms  Cheryl Robb, Cities & Regions Manager, Zero Waste Scotland, United Kingdom 
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Debate with the participants (35 min)  

Discussant (5 min): Ms. Cristina Tebar Less, Head of Responsible Business Conduct, Directorate 
for Financial and Enterprise Affairs, OECD 

13.00 - 14.30 Lunch buffet in the Atrium of the Conference Centre 

14.30 – 16.00 Session III:  The circular economy and Inclusive Growth: opportunities at local and regional 
level 

 Moderator: Ms Karen Maguire, Acting Head of the Local Employment and Social Innovation 
Division, CFE, OECD  
The circular economy presents opportunities for job creation in cities and regions. It could help reduce 
inequalities and enhance inclusive growth, while favouring sustainable production and consumption 
patterns. New forms of collaborations across sectors and levels of government can provide access to 
services and goods, moving from owning to using them; favour sharing of products, from food to 
clothes; reuse public spaces for social consumption. The session will discuss the potential social 
impacts of the circular economy, challenges and opportunities in OECD and non OECD countries. 
Key questions:  

• How can the circular economy drive inclusive growth and reduce inequalities in cities and 
regions?  

• What are the implications of the circular economy for jobs, the future of work and skills?  
• What are the best practices for inclusive circular economy in the OECD and partner 

countries, and which pitfalls to avoid? 
 

Keynote speech (10 min):  
• Mr. Anders Wijkman, Climate-KIC Chair and former Co-president of the Club of Rome 

Spotlight on a city (10 min):  
• Creating job opportunities through the circular economy in Valladolid, Spain, Ms. Rosa 

Huertas González, Director, Treasury, Public Function and Economic Promotion Area, 
Municipality of Valladolid, Spain 
 

Moderated panel (30 min):  
• Mr. Alexandre Lemille, Co-founder, African Circular Economy Network (ACEN) 
• Mr. Nicola Marchesi, Senior Environmental Specialist, Environment, Climate and Social 

Office (ECSO), European Investment Bank (EIB) 
• Mr. Vassilis Liogkas, Co-ordinator of the Circular Economy Interministerial Working Group, 

Expert advisor of the Minister of Environment & Energy of Greece  
• Mr. Yann Françoise, Director, Head of climate, energy and circular economy  strategies, 

Urban Ecology Agency, Parks and environment Directorate, City of Paris, France 
Debate with participants (35 min)  
Discussant (5 min): Ms. Romina Boarini, Senior Advisor and Coordinator of the Inclusive Growth 
Initiative, Office of the Secretary-General, OECD  

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee break 
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16.30 – 17.45 Session IV:  How circular are cities and regions? Towards an OECD indicator framework  

 Moderator: Mr. Rudiger Ahrend, Head of Economic Analysis, Statistics & Multi-level Governance 
Section, CFE, OECD 
Measuring how circular a city or region is and assessing the existence of framework conditions are 
key to understand what works, what does not work and how strategies and policies can be improved 
for greater implementation. This session aims to i) take stock of existing measurement frameworks, 
data and indicators for taking decisions and evaluating circular strategies across the globe, and ii) 
scope the relevance of an OECD indicator framework that could be internationally harmonised and 
comparable.  
Key questions:  

• What are the pros and cons of existing indicators related to local and regional contribution 
to the circular economy? 

• How are existing frameworks used for policy improvement at different levels of 
government? 

• What are the data gaps and needs to support decision-making and evaluation of circular 
economy policies and strategies at local level? 

Keynote speech (10 min):  
• Ms Mari Pantsar, Director, Carbon-neutral circular economy, SITRA, Finland 

 
Spotlight on a city (10 min):  

• The use of smart data for the circular economy in the City of Granada, Spain, Mr. Gonzalo 
Jiménez Espinosa, Director of Sustainable Development and Research & Innovation, 
EMASAGRA  

Moderated panel (20 min):  
• Mr. Brendan Edgerton, Director, Circular Economy, World Business Council for 

Sustainable Development (WBCSD)  
• Ms. Martina Otto, Head of Cities Unit, United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) 
• Ms. Lieze Cloots, Head, International Policy Unit, Flemish Public Waste Agency (OVAM), 

Belgium 
• Mr. Håkon Jenthoft, Senior Executive Officer, Agency for Waste Management, City of 

Oslo, Norway and Coordinator of the EU Urban Agenda Partnership on the Circular 
Economy 

 
Debate with participants (30 min)  
Discussant (5 min): Mr. Paulo Magina, Head of the Public Procurement Unit, Public Sector 
Integrity Division, Public Governance Directorate, OECD 

17.45 – 18.00 Conclusion & Next steps 

18.00 – 20.00 Cocktail (Room George Marshall)  

 

 

 

 





Follow us on Twitter @OECD_local
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