
 
 

WORKSHOP SERIES: BROADENING INNOVATION POLICY – NEW INSIGHTS FOR REGIONS AND CITIES 
 

 

WORKSHOP 2: Building, embedding and reshaping global value chains 

21 September 2018; 9:30 - 17:00 
OECD Headquarters, Chateau Room E, 2 rue André Pascal, 75016 Paris 

 

The increasing importance of global value chains (GVCs) has transformed not only global trade, but 
also the way companies act and produce. Today, due to radical reductions in the costs of 
international communication and co-ordination, firms can even offshore individual tasks to regions 
where they can be provided more cheaply. As tasks (and connected jobs) become so easily 
transferable, regions face the threat of being left behind. However, GVCs also present new 
opportunities as new dimensions for competitive advantage may emerge, as well as the possibility to 
onshore “lost” activities as technology reshapes cost structures within the value chain. It is therefore 
important to understand better the dynamics of value chains and the relationship between different 
functions in the production process from knowledge creation to scale-up and commercialisation of 
new products.  

This is the second of a five-part series of high-level expert workshops in the context of an EC-OECD 
project “Broadening innovation policy – New insights for regions and cities”. Other sessions in the 
series will address: Fostering innovation in less-developed regions; Developing strategies for 
industrial transition; Managing disruptive technologies; Experimental governance. The outcome of 
the workshops will feed into the work of the Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy (DG 
REGIO) and the OECD and be summarised in a final OECD publication to inform regional policy 
makers in general. 
 

9:00-9:30 Welcome 

9:30-10:00 Setting the scene: Challenges and opportunities 

 Rudiger Ahrend, Head of Economic Analysis, Statistics and Multi-level Governance 
Section, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 
o Welcome remarks 

 Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit, Smart and Sustainable Growth, Directorate General 
for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 
o The need to develop policies to support rapid diffusion of innovation and 

uptake in all regions 

10:00-12:30 The New Frontier: Building, embedding and reshaping global value chains and the 
associated role of global investment flows 

 Moderator: Joaquim Oliveira Martins, Deputy Director, Centre for 
Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

Paper presentation 

 Riccardo Crescenzi, London School of Economics, United Kingdom 
o What is the current academic frontier thinking on how regions can attract, 

embed and reshape GVCs? What is the associated role of global 
investment flows? 

Facilitated panel discussion on theoretical approaches and links with practical experience 

 Annalisa Primi, Head, Structural Policies and Innovation, OECD Development 
Centre 

 David Bailey, Professor of Industry, Aston Business School, United Kingdom 



 Vincent Vicard, Head of International Trade Analysis, CEPII, France 

 Ana Novik, Head of Investment Division, Directorate for Financial and Enterprise 
Affairs, OECD 

 Matija Rojec, Research professor, economics, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Open discussion with all participants 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-16:30 From theory to practice:  

 Moderator: Charles Wessner, Research Professor, Georgetown University, 
Washington D.C., United States 

Paper presentation 

 Patrizio Bianchi, Minister for the Co-ordination of European Policies, Schools, 
Universities, Research and Labour, Emilia-Romagna, Italy 

 Sandrine Labory, Professor of Economics, University of Ferrara, Italy 
o What policies, initiatives or programmes can support attracting, 

embedding and reshaping GVCs in regions? 

Facilitated panel discussion on other country examples in practice:  

 Viviana Araneda Urbina, Head of the Global Value Chains Division, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Chile 

 Wim De Kinderen, International Project Manager, Brainport Eindhoven EU Office, 
Belgium 

 Natasha Kapil, Senior Innovation Policy Specialist, World Bank Group, Washington 
DC, United States 

 Anna Sobczak, DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG 
GROW), European Commission, Brussels 

Open discussion with all participants 

16:30-17:00 Takeaways and the way forward 

 Rudiger Ahrend, Head of Economic Analysis, Statistics and Multi-level Governance 
Section, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

 Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit, Smart and Sustainable Growth, Directorate General 
for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission 

17:00 Close 

 
The workshop will be held in English.  
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Logistical information 

 

Access to the OECD 

 
OECD Headquarters are situated at 2 rue André Pascal, 752016 Paris. The following link provides various 
different transport options: https://www.oecd.org/site/conferencecentre/gettingtotheoecd.htm  
 

 
 
Security arrangements are tight around the OECD complex. Participants will need to be registered for the 
meeting to obtain access to the conference centre (security badge). There is an initial security check outside 
the Conference Centre where participants must show a QR pass (sent out by email to registered participants 
and can be in either printed form or on a smart phone). There is a second formal security entrance inside the 
Centre where you will be given a badge. Participants will also need to show some form of ID. 
 

https://www.oecd.org/site/conferencecentre/gettingtotheoecd.htm

