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Mr Angel Gurria, Secretary General of OECD,  

Mr Tibor Navracsics, EU Commissioner for Education, Culture, 

Youth and Sport,  

Luigi Brugnaro, Mayor of Venice,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a pleasure to join you this morning for the opening of this 

international conference on the transformative power of culture 

and creativity for local development.  

I would like to sincerely thank Secretary General Gurria for 

organizing this global discussion, in partnership with UNESCO 

and the European Union.  

 



 

I’d also like to express my deep gratitude to the Italian national 

and local authorities for hosting us in the city of Venice.   

In many ways, this city epitomizes the themes of our discussions: 

a World Heritage city with a rich, living tradition of creativity that 

continues to attract artists, creators and visitors. 

Venice also faces the challenges of balancing local development 

through culture and creativity, so that it benefits the community in 

a way that is sustainable - economically and ecologically. 

The first international development agenda to make explicit this 

link between culture and development, is the United Nations 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, recognizing that culture 

can provide economic benefits but also that culture can reduce 

inequalities and strengthen fundamental freedoms. 

It contains specific targets for safeguarding the world’s cultural 

and natural heritage and to instill appreciation of our cultural 

diversity in future generations.  

The economic benefits of cultural tourism are relatively well 

understood: it represents 40% of world tourism revenues, which 

in itself accounts for 10% of the world’s GDP. 

Sites inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage list and museums 

often serving as valuable sources of local job creation. Living 

heritage – the sports, gastronomy, traditional music and rituals – 

also stimulate tourism and inspire creation. 



 

Just a few days ago, I was in Istanbul for the 3rd World 

Conference on Cultural Tourism which reaffirmed the idea of not 

just creating tourism and culture partnerships, but also 

harnessing their potential to positively impact communities, and 

improve the overall visitor experience. 

The creative sector also has great potential for development. 

The creative economy generates annual global revenues of two 

thousand, two hundred and fifty billion dollars [US$2,250 billion], 

accounting for 10% of the GDPs of some countries. It is 

responsible for nearly 30 million jobs worldwide and employs 

more young people than any other sector. 

Whilst some countries - such as Indonesia and Colombia - have 

now placed the creative economy at the heart of their national 

development strategies, elsewhere, creative sectors operate in 

the informal economy, without appropriate laws, policies, or 

intellectual property protections.  

The 2005 UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion 

of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions establishes a 

government’s right to adopt policies to support the emergence of 

their cultural and creative industries whilst ensuring artistic 

freedom and the citizens can enjoy a broad range of culture. 

We support Member States to establish appropriate enabling 

institutional, regulatory, economic and professional mechanisms. 



 

Next week, we will extend this support as we launch - in 

partnership with the European Union - a new peer-to-peer 

learning programme to provide policy advice and training to 

governments. 

UNESCO also tracks progress on the implementation of the 

Convention through our Global Report, “Re-Shaping Cultural 

Policies”: the 3rd edition is due to be released in 2021.  

It is not just at the national level where progress can be made: 

cities – where half of humanity now lives – are particularly 

important hubs for development.  

In 2016, UNESCO launched “Culture: Urban Future”: our first – 

and ground-breaking the advantages of a culture-based approach 

to urban planning, regeneration and development supports 

economic growth.  

And the 180 cities that form the UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

are also blazing a trail: their local authorities are putting culture at 

the centre of their urban development strategies, and have 

already seen incredible results in terms of improved well-being for 

their residents.  

Over the next two days, we will have the opportunity to 

collectively explore responses to several major challenges. 

Firstly, the benefits of culture and creativity are currently 

unequal. 



 

The Global South, for example, does not participate equitably in 

the exchange of cultural goods and services in the world. Outside 

China and India, developing countries account for only 26% of 

world exports of cultural goods. 

Some cultural heritage sites are overwhelmed by visitors - often 

to their detriment - whilst others do not reap the potential benefit. 

UNESCO’s culture conventions enshrine a duty to international 

solidarity to preserve our shared heritage and nurture cultural 

diversity. 

One way to do so is an increase in the percentage of Official 

Development Assistance dedicated to culture, which today is at a 

10-year low.  

Secondly, the new technologies are changing parameters. 

Technology has made culture more accessible than ever before 

and can also play a role in preserving world heritage - for 

example, through the use of drones – or for museums to reach 

new audiences. 

But is has also upset frameworks for the fair remuneration for 

artists, which is why last year, UNESCO adopted digital 

guidelines for Member States, to address this, and to ensure that 

human rights more broadly are respected in the digital 

environment.  



 

One final challenge, is the still limited evidence and 

understanding of how culture and creativity can transform and 

foster development. 

We need sharper data collection and analysis, knowledge sharing 

and exchange to enhance policies. 

Currently, UNESCO is developing common thematic indicators 

for measuring the contribution of culture to the Sustainable 

Development Goals, which will be piloted in early 2019.   

I am also delighted that UNESCO and OECD are currently 

discussing with other development partners the design of a new 

study of creative sectors.  

This major global mapping exercise will allow us to test new 

methodology, identify emerging trends, and to get a more 

thorough panorama of cultural policymaking around the world 

with a view to informing international debates, as well as local 

and national policies. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Fundamentally, culture is intrinsically human. It has an inherent 

value as a vehicle for identity, for making sense of the complex 

world in which we live, for the exchange of ideas with others. 

By tapping into this infinite wellspring of ideas, the cultural and 

creative sectors can enhance economic growth and innovation in 

a way that benefits local communities and builds more 

sustainable, peaceful and inclusive societies. 



 

Thank you for your attention.  

 


