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■ The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship,
SMEs, Regions and Cities

–The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions

and Cities (CFE) provides comparative statistics,
analysis and capacity building for local and national
actors to work together to unleash the potential of
entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), promote inclusive and sustainable regions and
cities, boost local job creation, and support sound
tourism policies. www.oecd.org/cfe

■ The OECD Spatial Productivity Lab

■ Venue of the meeting

The OECD Spatial Productivity Lab (SPL) is a
dedicated research laboratory that works with
local and global partners to improve our
understanding of the spatial dimension of
productivity growth, the relevance of links
between different types of areas and how
regional policy can facilitate productivity growth,
creation of better jobs and increased well-being.

OECD Trento Centre for Local Development
Vicolo San Marco, 1
38122 Trento, Italy

The OECD Spatial Productivity Lab at the OECD Trento
Centre for Local Development is an integral part of the
OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and
Cities. The mission of the Trento Centre is to build
capacities for local development in OECD member and
non-member countries, working directly with policy
makers at all levels of government.

■ Language
The meeting will be held in English.
■ Website
OECD Trento Centre: www.trento.oecd.org
OECD Spatial Productivity Lab: oe.cd/SPL
■ Contact
Alexandra Tsvetkova: Alexandra.Tsvetkova@oecd.org

OECD SPL Partners
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OECD Spatial Productivity Lab

Wednesday
17 April 2019

Venue: Aula Rossa, OECD Trento Centre for Local Development, Vicolo San Marco, 1 Trento

9.30-9.45

Welcome and coffee
Welcome remarks by Alexandra Tsvetkova, Economist/Policy Analyst, OECD Trento Centre for Local
Development, Spatial Productivity Lab, OECD

9.45-10.15

Fluctuations of employment across age and gender: Reactions to employment
cyclicality in a liberalized at margin labour market
Two reforms affected the Italian labour market in the last decades in Italy, a program of “selective
flexibilisation” tried to increase labour market efficiency through a more effective matching process and easier
worker reallocation (the reform mainly affected younger cohorts) and a change of retirement legislation
progressively increased the retirement age. The two reforms modified the pattern of adaptation of age groups
to labour market fluctuations. In this study, the “first out-first in” model of entry and exit, driven by productivity
of different groups, is contrasted with the “first out-last in” model, driven by the costs of hiring and firing. Our
preliminary findings indicate that (1) extreme age groups (younger and older) are the most sensitive to
downturns; (2) during the upturns, both extreme age groups react by entering in the workforce; however, only
the oldest ones re-enter employment; (3) in general, the asymmetries among age classes are more relevant
in the movements toward employment. Our study also finds sensible differences among genders.
Enrico Zaninotto, Full Professor, Department of Economics and Management, University of Trento (UniTn)
Co-authors

Enrico Tundis, Research Fellow, Department of Economics and Management, UniTn
Paolo Barbieri, Full Professor, Department of Sociology and Social Research, UniTn
Roberto Gabriele, Associate Professor, Department of Economics and Management, UniTn
10.15-10.30

Open discussion

10.30-11.00

Combatting the economic impact of ageing through productivity growth
Ageing is one of the two important consequences of demographic change together with population decline.
Demographic change in OECD countries receives less attention than other current global megatrends. The
belief that market mechanisms attenuate the impact of ageing is misplaced when it comes to ageing in OECD
TL3 regions. The benefits from increased investment do not arise in the regions where ageing progresses
most rapidly. The negative impact of ageing on productivity growth is the strongest in sectors concentrated in
urban regions, e.g., tradable services. The larger negative impact in these sectors is consistent with the idea
that automated technologies are not good substitutes for the non-manual/non-routine tasks characterising
these sectors. Concrete efforts to increase the resilience of regions to the adverse economic and social
impacts that will accompany the continued demographic change need a range of measures.
Federica Daniele, Junior Economist/Policy Analyst, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities
(CFE), OECD
Co-authors

Taku Honiden, Head of Unit, CFE, OECD
Alexander C. Lembcke, Economist/Policy Analyst, CFE, OECD
11.00-11.15

Open discussion

11.15-11.30

Closing remarks
Alexander Lembcke, Economist/Policy Analyst, CFE, OECD
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VENUE
OECD Trento Centre for Local Development, Vicolo San Marco 1, Trento, Italy
INFORMATION
Alexandra.Tsvetkova@oecd.org
@OECD_local

OECD Trento Centre for Local Development
Vicolo San Marco 1, 38122 Trento, Italy
cfetrento@oecd.org | www.trento.oecd.org
This event is part of the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities activities.
The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities provides comparative statistics, analysis and capacity
building for local and national actors to work together to unleash the potential of entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized
enterprises, promote inclusive and sustainable regions and cities, boost local job creation, and support sound tourism policies.
www.oecd.org/cfe

