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■ The OECD Trento Centre for Local 
Development 

The OECD Trento Centre for Local Development is an 
integral part of the Local Employment and Economic 
Development (LEED) Programme and the Centre for 
Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities (CFE). The 
Trento Centre uses a holistic “from data to practice” 
approach to policies for sustainable development to offer 
local policy analysis, advice and capacity building 
activities for improved policy implementation for people, 
firms and places. www.trento.oecd.org 

■ The Autonomous Province of Trento 

The Autonomous Province of Trento is a region located 
in the north east of Italy, in the heart of the Dolomites, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. With 560 000 inhabitants 
and solid economic foundations, it is one of the territories 
with the highest levels of well-being, innovation and 
quality of life across Italy and Europe. Since 1948, its 
special Statute of Autonomy has allowed it to directly 
manage legislative, administrative and financial 
competences in fundamental fields such as health, 
education and economic policies, as well as most of the 
resources collected in the provincial territory. 
www.provincia.tn.it 

■ European Commission - Representation in Italy  

The European Commission has Representations in the Member States. The Representations act as the Commission’s 
voice in the Member States. The work of the Representations is supported by the Europe Direct Network, providing a 
decentralised information and communication service in the Member States. https://italy.representation.ec.europa.eu 
 

■ Background 

The COVID-19 pandemic created a major economic and 
employment shock in regions around the world. It is also 
having longer-term impacts on where and how we live and 
work, such as the rise of remote working. It has also called 
into question where and how we produce goods in light of 
renewed concerns about proximity from a supply chain 
and environmental perspective. Consumer preferences 
are also changing for many goods and services. The initial 
policy response has involved considerable public 
investment. Longer term, the impacts raise new strategic 
questions for policy action.   

As the world adjusts to a “new normal”, there are many 
local angles. The nature of the pandemic outbreak and the 
way we respond is deeply local.  The changing geography 
of value chains and therefore jobs is another factor.  
Environmental and social imperatives that help drive local 
economic strategies are even stronger. Finally, how the 
public sector works—from supranational to local—as well 
as the way it engages with the private sector, the social 
economy and civil society are also evolving. The new 
reality calls for a rethink of local and regional strategies as 
active participants in shaping the future.  

This event takes place in the context of the 40th 
anniversary of the OECD Local Employment and 
Economic Development (LEED) Programme. Created as 
a response to the oil crisis of the 1970s to provide a critical 
local lens to OECD work, it continues to develop high-
impact policy solutions for national and subnational 
governments to promote employment growth and skills 
development, entrepreneurship, social innovation and 
other local drivers of prosperity and inclusion. 

■ The Conference 

The Conference will reflect on how local and regional 
development can be fit for the future in light of the 
changes in the way we live, work, produce and consume. 
World-renowned academic experts, regional leaders and 
policy makers will discuss the implications of the shifting 
landscape for regions and cities.  

■ Logistics and participation 

The conference will be an in-person event. To participate, 
please register here by 11 May 2022 at 23.59 CET.  

The organisers reserve the right to limit the participation 
according to the capacity of the conference room. 
Registrations will be processed in the order of their receipt 
and will close when the limit is reached, even if that is 
before the official closing date. 

In accordance with anti-COVID regulations in Italy, the 
use of disposable FFP2 masks is mandatory during 
the event. 

■ Working language 

The conference will be held in English, Italian and Spanish 
with simultaneous interpretation. 

■ Contacts 

Alessandra Proto: Alessandra.Proto@oecd.org 

Raffaele Farella: Raffaele.Farella@provincia.tn.it

http://www.trento.oecd.org/
http://www.provincia.tn.it/
https://italy.representation.ec.europa.eu/contatta-lunione-europea/contatta-lunione-europea-italia/trova-un-centro-ue-vicino-te-italia_it
https://italy.representation.ec.europa.eu/
https://forms.office.com/r/8piTcAKHLV
mailto:Alessandra.Proto@oecd.org
mailto:Raffaele.Farella@provincia.tn.it
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Rethinking local development strategies in light 
of COVID-19 

 
Tuesday 
17 May 2022 

Venue: Sala Depero - Building of the Autonomous Province of Trento, Piazza Dante 15  

08.15-09.00 Registration of participants and welcome breakfast 

Chair: Raffaele Farella, Director, International Affairs Unit, Autonomous Province of Trento, Italy 

09.00-09.30 Opening and welcome remarks  

 Maurizio Fugatti, President, Autonomous Province of Trento, Italy 

Yoshiki Takeuchi, Deputy Secretary General, OECD 

Antonio Bernardini, Ambassador and Special Envoy of the Italian Presidency of the OECD Ministerial Council  

09.30-11.00 Is there a new equilibrium for regions and cities? 

 Key Note Speech: Elisa Ferreira, European Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, European Commission  

 
Setting the scene  
Moderator: Karen Maguire, Head, Local Employment, Skills and Social Innovation Division, OECD 

New equilibrium in the local labour market?  
Maria Savona, Professor of Applied Economics, LUISS University, Italy  

New equilibrium in FDI and value chains?  
Riccardo Crescenzi, Professor of Economic Geography, London School of Economics, UK 

Wrap-up  
Stefano Schiavo, Director, School of International Studies and Professor of Economics, University of Trento, Italy 

11.00-11.30 Coffee Break 

11.30-13.00 Local and regional development policies: fit for the future? 

 
Round table Discussion  
Moderator: Joaquim Oliveira Martins, Counsellor, Centre d’Etudes Prospectives et d’Informations Internationales 
(CEPII), France and Special Advisor to the EU Commissioner on Cohesion and Reforms 

Lamia Kamal-Chaoui, Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

Pedro Azpiazu Uriarte, Minister of Economy and Finance, Basque Country, Spain 

Mario Tonina, Vice President and Minister for Urban Planning, Environment and Cooperation, Autonomous Province 
of Trento, Italy 

Jim O’Neill, Chair of Northern Gritstone, Vice-chair of the Northern Powerhouse Partnership, Senior Adviser of 
Chatham House, UK 

Flavia Terribile, Economic Advisor to the Minister for Sustainable Infrastructure and Mobility, Italy and Chair of the 
OECD Regional Development Policy Committee. 

13.00-13.15 Conclusions  

 
Mariastella Gelmini, Minister for Regional Affairs and Autonomies, Italy 

Vito Borrelli, Deputy Head, European Commission’s Representation in Italy 
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Venue 

Sala Depero - Building of the Autonomous Province of Trento, Piazza Dante 15 

INFORMATION 

Alessandra Proto: Alessandra.Proto@oecd.org 
Raffaele Farella: Raffaele.Farella@provincia.tn.it    
 

@OECD_local  @ProvinciaTrento #LocalDevelopment 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

OECD Trento Centre for Local Development 

Vicolo San Marco 1, 38122 Trento 
cfetrento@oecd.org | www.trento.oecd.org 

This event is part of the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities activities and supports the OECD 
Local Employment and Economic Development (LEED) Programme of work.  

The OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities provides comparative statistics, analysis and capacity 
building for local and national actors to work together to unleash the potential of entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized 
enterprises, promote inclusive and sustainable regions and cities, boost local job creation, and support sound tourism 
policies. www.oecd.org/cfe. 
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