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BACKGROUND 

OECD data shows that financial conditions are returning to 
normal in many countries. World trade is picking-up and 
encouraging signs are coming from markets.  

However, important challenges remain. Growth has been 
mostly supported by the emerging economies. The pace of 
recovery has been uneven both in the OECD area and 
between OECD and non-OECD countries. This is 
exacerbating existing global imbalances and constitutes 
one of the most significant threats to further recovery. GDP 
growth in OECD countries is still sluggish and there is 
concern that the global crisis has had a permanent effect 
on output levels. This has serious implications for 
employment. The average unemployment rate in the 
OECD remains high and is forecasted to be 8.1% in 2011, 
with many countries are facing the problem of structural 
unemployment.  

Most OECD economies are coming out of the crisis with 
deep scars. The solutions to these problems are complex 
and will come from a combination of three components: 1) 
coherent and convincing exit strategies; 2) structural 
reforms; and 3) the promotion of new sources of growth.  

In the aftermath of the global financial crisis and a 
prolonged economic recession, supporting demand and 
employment creation are high on the policy agenda. In this 
context, local and regional policies are especially relevant 
and have the potential to make a strong contribution to 
sustainable growth. National governments have introduced 
stimulus packages in many OECD countries in response to 
the financial crisis, but many regions have also seized the 
initiative and developed locally based responses to tackle 
economic slowdown. Improving the effectiveness and 
competitiveness of regions and localities is especially 
important given the very limited resources that are 
available to all tiers of governments and further fiscal 
constraints to come. 

In order to support regions and localities in this process 
and ensure that locally designed responses are successful, 
policies should be put in place which unlock the potential of 
the regions, improve their competitiveness and support 
their long-term growth objectives. What are the relative 
advantages of developing responses to the economic crisis 
at the regional and local level? What are the driving forces 
behind this? What kind of policies can do this? Which 
regions have been particularly successful in launching 
regionally based stimulus measures, either as part of or in 
addition to a national programme?  

During the conference high level policy makers, 
economists and representatives of international and 
European institutions will discuss the future of global 
economic and financial development and debate the crucial 
role played by regions and localities in the recovery and 
development of economic competitiveness. The 
conference will provide a means to exchange good practice 
and draw up policy recommendation to achieve tangible 
results.  

ABOUT THE ORGANISERS 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) and the LEED Trento Centre 

The OECD is a forum where governments work together to 
address the economic, social and environmental 
challenges arising from interdependence and globalisation. 
The OECD plays a key role in defining common principles 
and rules of public and private governance and provides 
support to member countries and the international 
community by carrying out economic and structural 
monitoring activities, conducting national and comparative 
studies in the socio-economic sphere, collecting and 
harmonising data, preparing high-level international 
meetings and defining guidelines and good practices. It 
also helps policy-makers to define and adopt new strategic 
orientations by deciphering emerging themes and 
identifying effective policy intervention. 

The OECD Programme on Local Economic and 
Employment Development (LEED) has the mission to 
contribute to the creation of more and better jobs through 
effective policy implementation, innovative practices, 
stronger capacities and integrated strategies at a local 
level. The Trento Centre, established by the OECD, the 
Italian Government and the Autonomous Province of 
Trento (Italy) in 2003, is integral part of the OECD LEED 
Programme. Its mission is to build capacities for local 
development in OECD member and non-member 
countries. 

The Autonomous Province of Trento 

A frontier land, the Autonomous Province of Trento lies in 
the heart of the Alps, mid-way between two of the most 
highly developed areas in Europe: the Po valley and 
Bavaria. With its 530 thousand inhabitants and solid 
economic base, today Trentino offers levels of wellbeing 
and quality of life which are among the highest in Italy and 
Europe. Trentino’s special Statute of Autonomy, in force 
since 1948 – grants the autonomous province direct 
legislative, administrative and financial jurisdiction in 
fundamental areas, including education, health, industrial 
policy, transport, the university and tourism and allows it to 
administrate 90% of direct and indirect income collected 
within the Province. 
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Friday, 8th July 2011 

09.30 - 10.00 Registration 

10.00 - 12.30 TRENDS AND CHALLENGES FOR ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT 

10.00 - 10.15 Welcoming remarks  

Franco Panizza, Councillor for Culture, European Relations and Cooperation, Autonomous Province of 
Trento, Italy  

10.15 - 11.00 Presentations 

Aart De Geus, Deputy Secretary General, OECD 

Stephen S. Cohen, Professor, Graduate School, University of California, Berkeley, USA 

11.00 - 12.30 Round Table discussion moderated by Sergio Arzeni, Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs and 
Local Development, OECD 

Panellists (in alphabetic order) 

Daniel Braun, Deputy Minister - State Secretary, Ministry for Regional Development, Czech Republic  

Michele Dau, Deputy Secretary General, National Council of Economy and Labour (CNEL), Italy 

Paolo Guerrieri, Vice President, Istituto Affari Internazionali – IAI, Italy; Professor of Political Economy, 
University La Sapienza, Rome, Italy and Professor at College of Europe, Bruges, Belgium 

François Hurel, General Director, National Agency for Enterprise Creation, France 

Pierre Jean Rozet, Vice President, Social and Economic Council, France 

12.30 - 14.00 Buffet Lunch 

14.00 - 17.00 BOOSTING EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY: LOCAL AND REGIONAL STRATEGIES 

14.00 - 14.45 Presentations  

Giuseppe Gramigna, Chief Economist, U.S. Small Business Administration, USA 

Ivano Dalmonego, Secretary General, Autonomous Province of Trento, Italy 

14.45 - 16.30 Round Table discussion moderated by Rolf Alter, Director, Directorate for Public Governance and 
Territorial Development, OECD  

Panellists (in alphabetic order)  

Jordi William Carnes, Former First Deputy Mayor, City Council of Barcelona, Spain  

Jan Hendeliowitz, Director, Employment Region Copenhagen & Zealand - Ministry of Employment, Denmark 
and Chair of the OECD LEED Directing Committee  

Wladek Piskorz, Head of Unit, Urban Development and Territorial Cohesion, Directorate General Regional 
Policy, European Commission 

Adam Struzik, Marshal-President, Mazovia Region, Poland 

16.30 - 17.00 Closing remarks 

Carlo Maria Oliva, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Italy to the OECD, Italy 

Lorenzo Dellai, President, Autonomous Province of Trento, Italy 



 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

Registration 

This is an open conference. There is no participation fee but participants are expected to cover their own costs. 

To participate, please confirm your attendance by 5 July 2011 contacting uff.pr@provincia.tn.it (tel: +39 0461 494 612) or filling 
out the online registration form www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/trentoconference2011. 

Language 

English, French and Italian. Simultaneous translation will be available. 

Venue 

The conference will take place at: 

Depero Room, - Palace of the Autonomous Province of Trento 
Piazza Dante 15 
38122 Trento, Italy (see map) 

Contacts 

OECD LEED Trento Centre for Local Development 
Vicolo San Marco 1 
38122 Trento, Italy 
Tel:+39 0461 277 600 
Fax: + 39 0461 277 650 
E-mail: leed.trento@oecd.org   
www.trento.oecd.org   

Autonomous Province of Trento  
General Secretariat 
Office for the Realisation of Major Events 
Piazza Dante 15 
38122 Trento, Italy 
Tel: +39 0461 494 639 
Fax: +39 0461 494 613 
E-mail: uff.pr@provincia.tn.it 
www.provincia.tn.it 

Scientific Coordination 

OECD LEED Trento Centre for Local Development 
Stefano Barbieri, Head of the Centre 
E-mail: leed.trento@oecd.org   

Autonomous Province of Trento  
Raffaele Farella, Internationalisation and Foreign Promotion 
Manager 
E-mail: internazionalizzazione@provincia.tn.it 
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