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The Summer School "Community and local development" 
started in 2010 from the cooperation relationship 
established between the EAFIT University of Medellin 
(Colombia), the Centre for International Cooperation (CCI) 
and the OECD Trento Centre for Local Development (Italy). 
Reaching the tenth edition, over the years it counted 300 
praticipants, representing public and private institutions 
active in the field of local development from 17 countries in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. Today, the Summer 
School is the engine of an eco-system of fertile 
relationships growing over the time and becoming an 
international community of practice exchange and 
strengthening on local development. 

ƴ Background 

The main scope of the Summer School is the 
promotion of local development, i.e. promoting 
the understanding and recognition by both public 
and private actors of the analysed territoriesô 
capital factors (ñTerritorial Capitalò and its 
conceptual dimensions) that contribute to build 
local development strategies. Such strategies 
are further considered to be the basis for any 
transformation process aimed at guaranteeing 
better lives for their  local communities. 

The strategic capacity of local actors, as well as their 
commitment to collaborate and coordinate actions towards 
a shared design of the future, are key elements of placed 
based development processes in which differences, 
instead of being a barrier, are opportunities to be seized. In 
this way it is possible to promote strong ties between 
regions and communities; and to design development 
strategies with a multi-dimensional nature, able to integrate 
the different dimensions ï cognitive, social, infrastructural 
and ecosystemic ï that builds the Territorial Capital, 
enabling local communities to face global challenges, 
enhancing their own capacity to adapt to economic, social 
and environmental change. 

The ability to create relevant social networks, integrating 
different approaches and experiences, underlies the work 
methodology developed during the Summer School. The 
project represents the meeting point of innovative 
experiences in terms of community development practices 
developed in the region of Trentino, Italy, and in the most 
varied realities of the Latin American countries. 
Constructive comparisons under different reading angles 
are strongly encouraged.  

The capacity building programme is structured around 
participantsô case studies and inputs from experts, drawing 
on the experience of North-East Italy, Latin America and 
the Caribbean and OECD countries. A community of 
practice has been created around the Summer School to 
provide a platform for government officers and practitioners 
to share experiences on socio-economic development 
throughout Latin America. 

ƴ Objectives 

Ą To share concepts and ideas on sustainable 
local development based on comparison of local 
experiences from Trentino, Latin America and the 
OECD. 

Ą To provide interpretation tools to 
understand selected local experiences, 
identifying and analysing lessons learned 
concerning how to trigger local development 
dynamics based on existing Territorial Capital. 

Ą To promote knowledge and sharing of 
experiences among participants, laying the 
groundwork for a permanent exchange on local 
development issues. 

ƴ Topics and contents

Among the determinants of Territorial Capital we can 
consider "geographic location, climate, size, production 
factors, traditions, natural resources, quality of life or 
agglomeration economies of urban systems; we may also 
include business incubators, industrial clusters or other 
networks [...]. Other factors may include informal codes, 
behaviours and rules enabling economic actors to work 
together in uncertain conditions, or solidarity, mutual 
assistance, and the integration of ideas that often flourish 
in small and medium-sized enterprises clusters [...]. Finally, 
there is a factor that we call "milieu", which is the result of 
the combination of institutions, practices, manufacturers, 
researchers and policy makers that make possible a certain 
creativity and capacity for innovation." (OECD: Territorial 
Outlook, 2001). This multidimensional concept represents 
a cross-disciplinary approach to multiple territorial 
characteristics, particularly those that are fundamental to 
launch an effective process of economic, social, 
institutional and environmental, development process. 
According to this framework, each year the Summer School 
defines a work agenda addressing selected local 
development issues, gathering candidatesô main interests 
as expressed in their applications. 




