
The OECD CFE Programme Unlocking the Potential of Intermediary Cities aims to provide
theoretical and empirical evidence to better understand the challenges and potential of
intermediary cities and guide policies targeted to achieve smart, inclusive and sustainable
development for cities and regions.

Intermediary cities matter for regional and national development

Unlocking the Potential of
Intermediary Cities

The backbone of national urban systems
calling for focused policy attention

Intermediary cities are mid-sized cities or smaller
towns playing relevant functions for the management
of the flows of people, goods, capital, information and
knowledge, and connecting urban and rural areas in
terms of supply of services and opportunities.
Worldwide, more than 12,000 cities have less than
half million inhabitants. Yet, policy attention has
overlooked intermediary cities, focusing on large
metropolises or rural areas.

Providing services and functions and
promoting a more balanced urbanisation in
countries

Intermediary cities close to large metropolitan areas
provide housing functions and amenities reducing
urban congestion, while in low density regions can
act as development hubs for their surrounding
areas.
They can contribute to a more balanced distribution
of population and opportunities across space.

Promoting quality of life and business
attraction

A good compromise between access to services,
quality of life and affordability, intermediary cities see
opportunities to attract people and firms.
In polycentric systems, intermediary cities can
“borrow” the size to get agglomeration benefits
without incurring in the agglomeration costs that
characterise large metropolitan areas (e.g.
congestion, housing costs, etc.).

Contributing to a sustainable, inclusive and
efficient land use planning

Intermediary cities can compact development
preserving natural resources and landscape. Their
smaller size allow also to provide economic and
social benefits, by maximising the cost-efficiency of
public services provision (e.g. Public transport,
education, health).

The OECD  can help  leveraging  intermediary cities’ potential
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Twitter: @OECD_localWebsite: www.oecd.org/cfe

JOIN THE PROGRAMME
For more information about the programme, or to get involved, contact:

David Burgalassi, Economist/Policy Analyst | David.Burgalassi@oecd.org
Tadashi Matsumoto, Head of Unit - Sustainable Development & Global Relations | Tadashi.Matsumoto@oecd.org

Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities
Cities, Urban Policies and Sustainable Development Division

About theOECDCentreforEntrepreneurship,SMEs,RegionsandCities

We help local and national governments unleash the potential of entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized enterprises, promote inclusive
and sustainable regions and cities, boost local job creation and implement sound tourism policies.

We work to improve quality of life and achieve more inclusive societies in cities of all sizes, while addressing a range of issues – from
managing urban expansion and congestion to encouraging innovation and environmental sustainability.

Intermediary cities and megatrends: forward-looking trends and scenarios

• Analysis of the impacts of megatrends on intermediary cities (e.g. remote work in the post-COVID-19
to raise attractiveness of intermediary cities)

• Opportunities and challenges for cities, and policy implications to enable people and territories to reap
the opportunities of megatrends.

Cross-country data collection and analysis

• A dedicated database on development and well-being in intermediary cities

• Cross-country analysis of urban features and development trends

• Identification of the drivers of the development and well-being of intermediary cities

In-depth country, region and city reviews

• Focused analysis with tailor-made recommendations

• Analytical, policy and governance focus

• Local, national and multi-stakeholder policy dialogues and knowledge-sharing events

Structure of in-depth country, region and city reviews
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Blog: oecdcogito.blog
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