
  
 
 

RECOVERING FROM THE COVID-19 CRISIS AND 
BUILDING RESILIENCE IN CITIES  

How has the crisis accelerated the shift towards a more inclusive, green 
and smart urban paradigm?  

International peer learning workshop 

27 October 2021 | 15:00-16:30 CET | Virtual event (Zoom) 

The event will have English-Spanish simultaneous interpretation. 

Co-hosted by the OECD and the Ministry of Housing, City and Territory of Colombia, in the framework of the 

ongoing OECD Urban Policy Review of Colombia, the webinar is aimed at policy-makers, academic community, 

experts, and civil organisations as they strive to revive the urban economy, promote equal opportunities, and 

achieve climate targets  in cities during the COVID-19 crisis and beyond.  

As part of the OECD policy dialogues on COVID-19 recovery and resilience in cities and regions, this webinar will 

bring together policy-makers from across the OECD to discuss how their cities and regions are tackling long-term 

structural challenges exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis, such as low productivity and employment levels, 

inequalities, weakening public trust, and mounting pressure to tackle climate change. The webinar will be an 

opportunity to exchange experiences and draw lessons that could inspire place-based innovative policies to foster 

economic growth, well-being and resilience. 

The webinar will feature insights from: 

 Zuid Holland (Rotterdam/The Hague, The Netherlands) 

 Métropole Aix-Marseille-Provence (France) 

 Bilbao (Spain) 

 Core Cities (UK) 

 

The presentations will focus on the following questions: 

 Impact: To what extent has the COVID-19 crisis exacerbated existing socio-economic challenges in your 
city or region? What has been the impact of the crisis on economic growth and well-being? 

 Recovery: Which priorities did your city/region’s recovery strategy focus on? How are these priorities 
contributing to the broader goal of promoting a more inclusive, green and smart urban development model 
beyond the crisis?  

 Resilience: How is your city or region building greater resilience to future shocks? 

 Governance: What lessons can be drawn from your current experience in terms of collaboration with 
national and other levels of government? How did you engage different stakeholders in the recovery 
process? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oecd.org/regional/cities/policy-dialogues-cities.htm


 

 

 

15:00 – 15:05 Welcome & setting the scene 

 
Aziza Akhmouch 
Head of the Cities, Urban Policies and Sustainable Development Division, OECD  

15:05 – 15:10 Spotlight on Colombia’s national strategy to recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 
Camilo Quiroz Hinojosa 
Director of Urban and Territorial Space, Ministry of Housing, City and Territory, 
Colombia 

15:10 – 16:25 Learning from regional and local experiences shaping COVID-19 recovery and 
resilience strategies 

15:10 – 15:50 Spotlight on the regional and metropolitan level: 

 Djoeke Altena, Senior Advisor Public Affairs, Economic Board Zuid-Holland 

Towards COVID-19 recovery and greater resilience in Zuid-Holland (7-8 
minutes) 

 Vincent Fouchier, Deputy Director General in charge of the Metropolitan 
Project and Development Council, Métropole Aix-Marseille-Provence 

For the post-COVID-19 recovery and the resilience of the Métropole Aix-
Marseille-Provence (7-8 minutes) 

Open discussion (20 minutes) 

 

15:50 – 16:25 
 
 

Spotlight on the city level: 

 Ane Miren Ibañez, Director of Bilbao TIK 

Towards inclusive growth and resilience in Bilbao, Spain (7-8 minutes) 

 Chris Murray, Director of Core Cities, UK 

Enhancing productivity in UK Core Cities – connecting local and regional 
growth (7-8 minutes) 

Open discussion (20 minutes) 

 
16:25-16:30 Wrap-up and common lessons 


