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T he “War of the Sahel” may be one of the major events of the 
2010s. A decade after the September 11 attacks, the inter-

national confl ict that has just begun in Mali involves, in fact, 
the entire Saharo-Sahelian belt, from the 
Atlantic to the Red Sea. No matter what 
the modalities, this global confl ict is likely 
to last, and half of West Africa is directly 
threatened by it. To free the area from the 
rampant criminal organisations that feed 
off drug traffi cking, hostage taking, arms 
trade, human traffi cking and cigarette 
smuggling, there is no other option than 
regional solidarity.

The concern is not just about the spread of the confl ict 
throughout the region, or the fl ight of some of the armed groups 
of northern Mali into neighbouring countries. It is also about 
the geographical reconstitution of the criminal networks that 
sustain and are sustained by terrorist groups. Regional routes 
for drugs and other contraband are already reorganising 
themselves.

However, West African solidarity has no chance of being 
effective if it is not supported by improved trans-Saharan 
co-operation. It is inexact – and in some respects unjust – to 
circumscribe the terrorist threat to the Sahel. This threat 
originated and developed within the confi nes of North Africa 
and sub-Saharan Africa; it is a common problem in a common 
space. North African countries will have to play their role in the 
“Sahel war” – not only because the “Sahel” covers a large part 
of their territory but also because they run the risk of seeing the 
Islamists and criminals tightening their vice on them.

The Club is not the place where military strategies are discussed. 
Rather it is a space for dialogue where it is possible to begin, 
from today, a refl ection on the post-war phase, however distant 
and uncertain. To this end and at the request of the Members, 
the SWAC Secretariat proposes to approach this process of 
refl ection from the perspective of relations between West Africa 
and North Africa.  

director’S editorial
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after the war…



laurent BoSSard
Director, SWAC Secretariat

Everyone agrees on the fact that the region can only be 
secured and stabilised in a sustainable manner through 
closer co-operation between the North and the South of 
the Sahara; the same logic must apply to development 
strategies. This will be one of the SWAC priority areas 
of the next biennium. Within the Club, West and North 
African experts will work together on the hypothesis 
that the “economic and commercial desertifi cation” of the 
Sahara is a result of a lack of interest, and recognition of 
the complementarities between the two sides of the Sahara. 
Perhaps one of the root causes of the persisting insecurity 
between the two regions is that they have too long turned 
their backs to one another.

T he fi rst edition of the Sahel and West Africa Week, 
held in Ouagadougou last December, bore witness 

to the vitality of the “New Club”, driven by the will of its 
Members to help build an even stronger coalition in support 
of regional integration; the launch of the Global Alliance 
for Resilience Initiative (AGIR) is one illustration. On this 
occasion, ECOWAS and UEMOA, supported by CILSS, 
once again demonstrated the strength of their leadership. 
In the perilous months ahead, West Africa will need this 
regional leadership more than ever.

Co-organised by ECOWAS, UEMOA, CILSS
and the Sahel and West Africa Club

Sahel and West Africa Week 
under the presidency of His Excellency Blaise Compaoré, President of Burkina Faso 
and the patronage of the UEMOA Commission
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former SWac Secretariat director normand lauzon, recently passed away

I t is with sadness that we announce 
the death of Normand Lauzon, 

who served as Director of the SWAC 
Secretariat from January 2004 to 
September 2009. Normand passed 
away on 18 January 2013 aged 68, after 
suffering for a few years from a rare 
illness. 

The Secretariat staff and the President 
of the Club send their condolences 
to his family and friends. He will be 
remembered by all for his kindness, 
humour and generosity. In West 
Africa he leaves the image of a man 
of integrity, who was dedicated and 
deeply committed to the region.
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28th food criSiS Prevention netWork Meeting

Members of the Food Crisis Prevention Network 
(RPCA) assessed the regional food and nutrition 

situation and perspectives, and made recommendations 
for national, regional and international policy makers. This 
year’s thematic focus was placed on the topic of “water 
management and food security”. Participants also took 
stock of progress made in the application of the Charter 
for Food Crisis Prevention and Management as well as 

global acute Malnutrition:  
2011-12 agricultural campaign

the creation of new communications tools to strengthen 
the network’s visibility and impact. Moreover, the RPCA 
meeting provided the framework for the launching of the 
Global Alliance for Resilience Initiative – Sahel and West 
Africa (AGIR). It has been proposed that the 29th meeting 
of the RPCA network be hosted by the Republic of Côte 
d’Ivoire. This will be confirmed following consultations 
with the Ivorian authorities. 

food inSecurity 
 
Food insecurity in countries that 
were heavily affected by a drop 
in cereal production (Burkina 
Faso, Chad, The Gambia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger and Senegal) 
has been mitigated by various 
government interventions and 
partners’ support. However, 
despite good harvest prospects, 
the overall nutritional situation 
remains critical, particularly in 
the Sahel. Acute malnutrition 
exceeds the critical level of 10%, 
particularly in the regions in the 
North, Centre North and East of 
Burkina Faso and in the region 
of Kayes in Mali. It exceeds the 
emergency level of 15% in the 
regions of Zinder, Maradi, Diffa 
and Tillabéry in Niger, in the 
districts of Kanel, Ranérou and 
Podor in Senegal, as well as in 
the Sahelian strip of Chad, and in 
the South and South-East regions 
of Mauritania.

ouagadougou, 4-6 december 2012

< 5%  acceptable 

5%-10%  medium 

10%-15%  high 

>15%  critical 

no data available 

Level of Acute Malnutrition
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Presentations and documents 
related to the RPCA meeting 
are available online at :

recommendations on the agricultural, food and nutritional situation

To countries:

Top priorities:

•	 To continue monitoring/controlling desert locusts 
in primarily concerned countries (Chad, Mali, 
Mauritania and Niger); 

•	 To continue monitoring the food and nutritional 
situation, including of displaced and refugee popula-
tions from Mali, and to propose response plans; 

•	 To strengthen interventions to prevent and respond 
to acute and chronic malnutrition. 

In addition:

•	 To initiate and support off-season production 
programmes aimed at improving livelihoods 
and thereby increase the resilience of vulnerable 
populations facing food insecurity; 

•	 To create a private investment-friendly climate, in 
particular in support of agricultural producers and 
investments in agricultural value chains in order to 
address the structural causes of food crises. 

To ECOWAS and UEMOA:

Top priorities:

•	 To work with CILSS, FAO and other specialised insti-
tutions in order to strengthen the early-warning, 
prevention and monitoring mechanisms, thereby 
responding to the locust threat.

In addition:

•	 To improve the business climate to enhance private 
sector investment, in particular by agricultural 
producers, in agricultural production and value chains; 

•	 To capitalise on the opportunity offered by the AGIR 
Alliance, in order to improve and accelerate the imple-
mentation of the National Agricultural Investment 
Programmes (NAIP) and the Regional Agricultural 
Investment Programme (RAIP); 

•	 To support the implementation of the Harmonised 
Framework for the analysis of food and nutrition 
vulnerability in member countries. 

To the regional information system (CILSS, FAO, FEWS NET):

•	 To prepare food insecurity maps at each meeting, 
indicating vulnerability levels, the number of 
affected people and possible interventions.

To the technical and financial partners:

•	 To continue supporting the monitoring and control 
of migrant locusts in primarily concerned countries;

•	 To continue supporting the implementation of 
long-term agriculture and business development 
programmes within the framework of the NAIPs 
and the RAIP, in order to find structural solutions  
to food crises; 

•	 To support capacity-building to enhance the 
ownership of the Harmonised Framework  
at the national/regional level. 

T aking account of the situation, the RPCA recommends:

> www.oecd.org/site
sahelandwestafricaweek2012/rpca.htm

•	 To strengthen regional co-operation in integrated 
water resource management for river basins:  
Cross-border river basins’ organisations (ABN, ABV, 
CBLT, OMVG and OMVS and regional institutions 
such as CILSS and the ECOWAS Water Ressources 
Co-ordination Unit (WRCU), should play a stronger 
role in the co-ordination of water resources. 

•	 Promote and up-scale the use of small-scale irrigation 
methods and new technologies in all West African 
countries, in particular with the support of CILSS.

•	 Support the collection of field data and provide regular 
analysis of the state of major water courses and lakes. 

•	 Ensure sustainable investment in analytical and 
forecasting tools regarding water resources to 
improve the information and early warning systems 
for risk mitigation (floods, droughts, etc.). 

•	 Strengthen agencies 
in charge of water 
management and 
ground- and surface 
water mobilisation at 
the national level.

To strengthen and stabilise subsistence agriculture  
through improved water management

ouAgADougou, buRKinA FAso

4-8 DECEMBER 2012

sAhel AND 
West AFRiCA WEEK

UEMOA

Club DU SAHEL ET DE
L'AFRIQUE DE L'OUEST 

SAHEL AND
WEST AFRICA

28th AnnuAl Meeting 
oF the FooD CRisis PReVention netWoRK
4-6 December 2012 

Summary Conclusions

RPCA
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l aunching of the gloBal alliance  
for reSilience initiative – Sahel & WeSt africa

W ithin the framework of the RPCA meeting, some 
200 participants, including ministers from Burkina 

Faso, Chad, Mali and Niger, gathered in Ouagadougou 
on 6 December to seal the Global Alliance for Resilience 
Initiative - Sahel and West Africa (AGIR). Burkinabe Prime 
Minister Beyon Luc Adolphe Tiao personally welcomed 
all stakeholders of the Alliance expressing his country’s 
support and conviction of the Alliance’s future success. In a 
Joint Statement outlining the principles, priorities and next 
steps of the Alliance, stakeholders pledged to achieve the 
objective “Zero Hunger” within the next 20 years. 

By adopting the joint statement, stakeholders agreed on 
the following short-term priorities: 

•	 To continue the implementation of the Charter, an 
essential tool for co-ordinated and effective action;

•	 To accelerate the implementation of the Regional Food 
Reserve Strategy; 

•	 To develop and adopt the Regional Roadmap drawing 
on the Joint Statement of Ouagadougou and on the 
on-going consultation process:  identifying measurable 
general targets, fine-tuning specific objectives, prior-
ities and indicators for monitoring, evaluation and 
impact-assessment.

•	 To foster inclusive dialogues in target countries 
in order to translate AGIR priorities into national 
operational frameworks for financing,  monitoring and 
impact assessment within the framework of existing 
national policies and plans.

Joint Statement of ouagadougou

The Alliance aims at building resilience of vulnerable 
populations by consolidating responses to food crises 
and structural causes of food insecurity, as well as to 
chronic malnutrition. In line with the Paris Declaration 
on Aid Effectiveness, AGIR is founded on the principles 
of West African leadership and the harmonisation and 
co-ordination between partners.

All opening statements and a selection of images as well as 
extracts from the press conference are available online at:

> www.oecd.org/site/
sahelandwestafricaweek2012/agir.htm

Joint Declaration red by Lapodini Marc Atouga,  
eCOWAS Commissioner, Agriculture, environment and Water resources

From left to right: Laurent Sédogo, former minister in charge of Agriculture and Water, burkina Faso; Lapodini Marc Atouga, eCOWAS Commissioner;   
Saidou Oua, Nigerien minister in charge of Agriculture; Joseph-Marie Dabiré, uemOA Commissioner; Yaranga Coulibaly, former malian minister in charge 
of Agriculture; Nancy Lindborg, uSAID Assistant Administrator; Luc Beyon Adolphe Tiao, Prime minister of burkina Faso; Mamadou Cissokho, rOPPA 
President of Honour; Kristalina Georgieva, eu Commissioner; François-Xavier de Donnea, SWAC President; Djimé Adoum, Former minister Co-ordinator, 
CILSS; Jean de Dieu T. Somda, Special representative of the President of the Club; and Sujiro Seam, Deputy Director, Global Public Goods, France.
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Sujiro Seam mamadou Cissokho Simone Zoundi Christophe Joseph-marie Dabiré Djimé Adoum

“The ambition of the Joint Statement 
is very challenging as it means that 
we engage, within the next 20 years, 
to reduce by at least two-thirds the 
number of people who suffer from food 
and nutritional insecurity due to struc-
tural constraints, but also to lower the 
rate of acute malnutrition to below the 
alert threshold of 10%. However, I am 
convinced that with everyone’s determi-
nation we will go even beyond this target 
objective. This is my personal wish that I 
would like to express today in presiding 
over the offi cial launch of this global 
partnership for resilience. I offi cially 
declare the AGIR Alliance launched." 

"Let me underline that I believe that 
we should better call AGIR a “Global 
Alliance for Resilience Initiatives” in 
the region as AGIR does not and can 
not start from scratch. It builds on a 
large number of existing initiatives at 
the national and regional levels. The 
international community, fi nancial and 
technical partners alike, must support 
this process, which is a chance for 
the region and in particular for the 
vulnerable populations facing the 
constant threat of hunger."

"Unless we work together to build the 
capacity of families and communities, 
the needs for humanitarian aid will only 
grow…and then resources will go into 
helping short-term needs at the expense 
of the investment in development. For 
this not to happen, we have to bring 
the short-term action with an eye on 
long-term response and connect what 
we do better but also keeping in mind 
that there are people that are more 
vulnerable and often are excluded 
from development. The Alliance aims 
to connect humanitarian aid and devel-
opment with the primary objective to 
benefi t exactly these people."

Beyon luc 
adolphe tiao
Prime Minister 
of Burkina Faso

françois–Xavier 
de donnea 
SWAC President

"From the perspective of USAID, we 
have appreciated the partnership that 
enables us to do a better job of targeting:  
who are the most vulnerable? This is 
important. Secondly, we put emphasis 
on increasing these highly nutritious, 
easily digestible foods that are most 
appropriate for malnutritioned children 
under fi ve. This helps ensure that the 
right people are getting addressed.” 

“Resilience is a major challenge: On 
the one hand, we must address the 
gradual de-capitalisation of small-
holder farmers as a consequence of 
recurrent food crises; on the other, 
emergency measures and development 
actions need to be formulated in a 
coherent manner.” 

nancy lindborg 
USAID Assistant 
Administrator

"Our fi rst concern is that the Alliance 
must be built on the priorities of the 
region. The leadership of our regional 
organisations must be recognised. 
These organisations must in return 
commit to mobilising their own 
resources to implement their policies 
and harmonise their interventions at 
all levels (local, national, regional). 
Nowhere in the world has resilience 
been achieved exclusively through 
development co-operation. That is 
why we are asking the co-operation 
agencies to develop an approach that 
supports our action, standing behind 
us and with us."

Mamadou 
cissokho 
ROPPA President 
of Honour

Sujiro Seam 
Deputy Director, 
Global Public 
Goods, France

kristalina 
georgieva 
EU Commissioner 



did you knoW?

f oruM of the cluB

T he goal of all West African agricultural and food 
security policies is to feed a fast-growing and increas-

ingly urban population. Can they actually take on board 
these dynamics and their mid- to long-term implications?  
This was the key issue of the SWAC Forum which drew 
on research carried out in 2011 and 2012 within the “West 
African Futures: Settlement, Market and Food Security” 
(WAF) programme. West African agriculture ministers 

WEST AFRICAN futureS
SettleMent, Market and food Security

www.oecd.org/swac/waf

ouagadougou, 7 december 2012

Settlement dynamics have reshaped 
West Africa’s social and economic 
geography over the past 60 years. 
The spatial changes, urbanisation 
and a high degree of economic 
concentration especially favour the 
development of market-oriented 
agriculture. With the population of 
West Africa set to double by 2050, 
agricultural production systems 
will continue to experience far-
reaching changes. To support this 
transformation, policies need to take 
better account of producers’ location, 
profiles and constraints in order 
to develop effective food security 
strategies. They need homogenous 
and reliable data – not available 
at present – particularly for key 
variables such as occupational status 
of population, marketed production 
and regional trade.

•	 Between 1950 and 2010, the total population  
of West Africa grew from 72 to 290 million inhabitants.

•	 The demographic transition in West Africa is accompa-
nied by a significant spatial redistribution of populations.

•	 Over the past six decades, the urban population mul-
tiplied by 20, from 6 million to 118 million inhabitants, 
and the level of urbanisation grew from 8% to 41%.

•	 During the same period, the rural population multi-
plied by 2.6, from 66 million to 172 million, and rural  
population densities increased.

•	 Agricultural production between 1980 and 2010 saw 
an average annual growth of 3.7% compared to the 
world average of 2.21%. 

•	 Imports, as a share of total food availability, are stable.

and senior representatives of regional organisations, 
researchers, agricultural producer associations, civil 
society and the private sector discussed policy options to 
draw from the WAF findings. In 2013, the SWAC Secretariat 
will continue to capitalise on the results of this two-year 
programme. The objective is to contribute to the reflection 
on policies and strategies, and deepen some of the analyses 
with interested partners.

April 2013

The Statistical Mapping 
and Analytical Regional Tool 
(SMART) provides access to 
data and key findings.

© SWAC 2012 www.oecd.org/swac

ClubSAHEL AND
WEST AFRICA

Secretariat

March 2013 

> www.oecd.org/site/
sahelandwestafricaweek2012/swacforum.htm

The summary record, list of participants and 
thematic presentations are available online at:
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O n the sidelines 
of the Forum, 

a training workshop 
on “Demo-economic 
and spatial modelling 
for food and agricul-
tural policies”, was 
organised by the 
SWAC Secretariat, 
bringing together experts from AFRISTAT, CILSS, IFPRI and 
UEMOA. The event was hosted at the UEMOA headquarters 
on 4-5 December. Three major proposals were put forth: 
 
Proposal 1: integrate settlement in food security policies 

•	 The settlement approach will contribute to the understanding of the 
factors behind the acceleration of the demographic transition, market 
development, stimulation of innovation and improvement of human 
capital, and to the strengthening of population policies. It will also 
support the process of developing the West African common market.

•	 Food security goes beyond agricultural policies. Regional 
organisations must develop an integrated food security policy. 
They must take into account and invest in other areas that impact 
food and nutritional security (infrastructure, land use, demographic 
policies, trade agreements, etc.). 

“I think it is the issue of integration. It is true that we already 
have a series of protocols in place within the framework 
of ECOWAS which are now signed by almost all member 
countries. However, protocols are not always working the 
way they are supposed to work. Despite the ECOWAS 
free trade area, many obstacles still remain for the free 
movement of goods and capital. Border crossings between 
West African countries still take a lot of time and are costly. 
The ECOWAS Trade Liberalisation Scheme (ETLS) and the 
idea to establish a “made in West Africa” branding for West 
African  products, are very positive initiatives, especially 
because the origin of goods still poses a major problem. It is 
not always easy to identify the origin of a product. However, 
all West African countries must effectively implement 
existing commitments and enforce community rules. 
Our goverments must also change some of their policies 
which govern economics transactions and operationalise 
the ECOWAS Protocol on the Free Movement of People at 
all community borders.”

alhaji Mohd Sabo nanono
Executive Chairman of the  
Kuka Farm Enterprise, Nigeria

ali S. Madugu  
Managing Director (CEO), 
Dala Foods (Nigeria) Ltd

“The government’s fiscal and monetary policy constitutes a 
major constraint for most of the farmers. These are the two 
government  instruments to regulate and influence the devel-
opment of the agricultural sector and other related sectors. The 
large majority of agricultural entrepreneurs are convinced that 
the government neglects the provision of basic infrastructure 
that would create a favourable environment for the imple-
mentation of our business plans. We currently face serious 
limitations in terms of reliable energy supply. Sometimes it 
is not even possible to access the power supply grid at all. 
The government’s pricing policy also seriously impedes the 
development of certain agri-food sectors. For example, Nigeria 
has a vast potential to cultivate rice, not only for our local 
consumption but also for export. The main rice-growing 
areas of Nigeria could potentially feed the whole West African 
region. However, rice remains primarily a cash crop in Nigeria, 
mostly because the government encourages the import of rice 
from Asia rather than investing in local rice production. Local 
rice farmers cannot compete with these large-scale businesses. 
I am convinced that the Nigerian market has a huge untapped 
potential which could be developed far beyond Nigeria.” 

viewpoints 
 
What are the key challenges & constraints that you are facing as agricultural entrepreneur?

Proposal 2: Standardised regional database

•	 It has been suggested to create a regional database, managed 
by the regional organisations, on agricultural, demographic and 
settlement statistics. The establishment and harmonisation of these 
data should be conducted as part of the on-going work at the sub-
regional level (ECOAGRIS, UEMOA/SIAR, CILSS).

•	 Settlement dynamics also require reflection on the appropriate 
indicators for monitoring these changes. The use of economic 
modelling incorporating the issue of settlements was suggested. 

•	 Population censuses (frequency, sequencing) and agricultural 
censuses should be co-ordinated and conducted more regularly.

Proposal 3: Synergies between regional  
        and international organisations

•	 Discussion should be facilitated and synergies strengthened between 
regional and international organisations: ECOWAS, UEMOA, CILSS, 
AFRISTAT, IFPRI and FAO. 

•	 Efforts should also be taken to raise public awareness and to involve 
universities in order to encourage capacity building and reflection on 
the problem of settlement and food security.

© Sahel and West Africa Club Secretariat (SWAC/OeCD) SWAC NeWS / DeCember 2012 - FebruAry 2013 9
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O n 8 December, SWAC Members 
met to discuss results of the 

2011-2012 biennium and reviewed 
the proposed 2013-14 Programme of 
Work and Budget. The new biennium 
will largely build on the achievements 
of the 2011-2012 work period and 
continues to focus on the regional 
governance of food and nutritional 
security. In additon, a new platform  
for refl ection will be opened on the 

SWac Strategy and Policy grouP Meeting  
revieWS 2013-14 Work orientationS

Saharo-Sahelian areas, focusing 
more particularly on transhumant 
pastoralism. These two areas of work 
will be supported and complemented 
by cross-cutting activities which are 
focused on fostering the impact of 
SWAC work on policy-making and on 
providing services to Members. The 
Strategy and Policy Group meeting 
was hosted at the UEMOA Commission 
Headquarters in Ouagadougou. 

W ithin its 2013-14 Programme of 
Work, the SWAC Secretariat is 

conducting a refl ection process on the 
future of the Saharo-Sahelian areas. 
The future of the region is subject 
to serious worries. According to the 
most pessimistic scenarios, chaos may 
spread widely throughout the zone in 
the coming months and years, threat-
ening regional stability with possible 
repercussions to the African continent 
and to global security as a whole. 

the future of the Saharo-Sahelian areaS

However, “The Saharo-Sahelian 
areas have an enormous development 
potential, which could also benefi t 
the whole West Africa region; and 
the Saharo-Sahelian’s future depends 
largely on deeper economic and 
political co-operation with North 
Africa.” This hypothesis is the starting 
point of a refl ection which will be 
explored and developed in detail over 
the next 18 months. It will result in an 
Atlas consisting of a description of the 
area, maps and thematic chapters.

call for ProPoSalS

• A set of annotated maps and 
graphs to illustrate key features 
of the Saharo-Sahelian areas.  

• Thematic chapters on 
the current stakes of the 
Saharo-Sahelian areas, their 
development potential and the 
impact of relations between 
West and North Africa 
on the region’s stability and 
development. 

Tropical areas

Mediterranean region

Saharo-Sahelian areas

Countries covered by SWACZone covered by the reflection

Submission deadline: 
15 March 2013 (midnight, Paris time)

The zone of refl ection 
includes the Sahara 
and its neighbouring 
shrub-steppe areas 
stretching from the 
mouth of the Senegal 
River in the West to 
Lake Chad in the 
East; and is bordered 
by the Mediterranean 
region in the North 
and the dry/humid 
tropical areas in the 
South. The focus 
area includes Algeria, 
Chad, Libya, Mali, 
Mauritania, Morocco, 
Niger and Tunisia, 
representing about 
half of the surface 
covered by SWAC and 
80% of North Africa. 
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From left to right: Sibiri Jean Zoundi, Principal Administrator, SWAC Secretariat; Laurent Bossard, SWAC Secretariat Director; Lapodini Marc Atouga,  
eCOWAS Commissioner; Jean de Dieu T. Somda, Special representative to the SWAC President; François-Xavier De Donnea, SWAC President;  
Cheikhe Hadjibou Soumaré, uemOA Commission President; Ibrahima Diémé, uemOA Commissioner; Aly Coulibaly, uemOA, Strategic Planning unit Co-ordinator; 
Malick Diallo, uemOA Cabinet Director of Commissioner Diémé; Tchambacou Ayassor, uemOA Agriculture Department Director (now retired);  
and Ibrahima Souleymane Ndiaye, Communications Advisor of the uemOA Commission President.

T he SWAC is welcoming Austria as 
new Club Member. The Austrian 

Development Co-operation’s work 
focuses primarily on the areas of 
poverty alleviation, conflict prevention, 
peace-building, environmental 
protection and natural resource 
management. West Africa is one of 
Austria’s priority regions. Besides 
regional initiatives, Austria signed 
a bilateral co-operation programme 

auStria JoinS the cluB

O n the sidelines of the Sahel and 
West Africa Week, UEMOA 

Commission President Cheikhe 
Hadjibou Soumaré signed the new 
mandate of the Club. In his address, 
he welcomed the new Club’s work 
since January 2011, in particular 
its facilitator role around the AGIR 
Alliance, its advocacy work in support 
of the region’s food security agenda, 
also resulting in better synergy and 
co-ordination between ECOWAS, 
UEMOA and CILSS.  

with Burkina Faso where it provides 
support for craftspeople, micro and 
small enterprises, vocational and 
technical education and training, 
and sustainable rural development, 
managed by its Ouagadougou–based 
country office. Regarding current 
SWAC work, Austria expressed its 
satisfaction with the newly launched 
AGIR Alliance and the SWAC 
Secretariat’s facilitation work; it 
is hoping to take stock of good 
practices in resilience, facilitating  the 
implementation of Austrian bilateral 
and regional strategies. Moreover, 

the ueMoa coMMiSSion SignS the cluB Mandate

As food security is one of the Union’s 
top priorities, the UEMOA Commission 
was particularly pleased with the 
strong food security focus of the first 
edition of the Sahel and West Africa 
Week. Building on the achievements 
of the past two years, the President 
of the Commission noted that “The 
UEMOA Commission did not hesitate 
a moment to reaffirm its adherence 
to the Club and to support the new 
mandate, having the advantage of 
sealing a sustainable collaboration.” 

“I hope that our exchanges within the 

Club will be as open as possible and that 

the Club will act as a spokesperson on 

behalf of our region in OECD member 

countries and beyond.”

Austria has been actively promoting  
cross-border co-operation activities 
to deepen the West African regional 
integration process. It also actively 
supports ECOWAS and its Praia-
based Regional Centre for Renewable 
Energies and Energy Efficiency 
(ECREEE) as well as ECOWAS 
conflict prevention and early warning 
initiatives through the support of 
regional NGOs and the ECOWAS 
Centres of Excellence such as the Kofi 
Annan International Peacekeeping 
Training Centre (KAIPTC). 
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Drawing on a regional study 
conducted by the Billital Maroobé 
Network (RBM), some 80 livestock 
experts from the region met to explore 
ways to improve access to animal 
feed for pastoral farmers within the 
framework of the ECOWAS Regional 
Food Security Stock Strategy. In 
their joint declaration, stakeholders 

This study first analyses an old and 
recurring form of instability in the 
region: conflict over resources. A series 
of case studies will examine the causes 
of these conflicts with reference to the 
associated regional challenges and 
response tools. Secondly, the study 
addresses terrorism, a relatively new 
dimension of insecurity. 

conflict over resources and terrorism: 
two facets of insecurity

It outlines the development of AQMI 
and Boko Haram and then focuses on 
a comparative analysis of legal mecha-
nisms to fight against terrorism. The 
argument holds that the congruence 
of these insecurities and the current 
violent crises present an unprecedented 
risk of destabilisation for West Africa 
and the international community.

eventS

Some 150 regional and international 
actors gathered to discuss new 
strategic opportunities to boost trade 
in the interest of food security in West 
Africa. The three-day conference on 
"Food Across Borders: Improving 
Food Security Through Regional Trade 
in West Africa", was organised by the 
ECOWAS Agriculture Department 

improving pastoral farmers’ access to animal feed

officially announced the integration 
of an “animal feed” component in the 
region’s food stock strategy. The four 
regional peasant and pastoral farmers’ 
organisations (APEE, CORET, RBM, 
and ROPPA) will be closely involved 
in the reflections on the animal 
feed component, offering them an 
excellent opportunity to strenghten 
co-ordination between their activities. 

ecoWaS-uSaid meeting on food across borders  

niamey, 22-24 January 2013

accra, 29-31 January 2013

with the support of USAID's 
Agribusiness and Trade Promotion 
project. The SWAC Secretariat partici-
pated in the panel discussion “How 
can we meet the region’s food security 
needs in the future?”, highlighting 
some key findings from the West 
African Futures study on settlement, 
market and food security. 

Co-organised by the Institute for 
European Studies, the Egmont Institute 
and the Observatoire de l'Afrique, the 
conference provided an opportunity 
for some 60 policy makers, practioners 
and researches to assess the European 
response to the Sahel crisis. The three 
panel discussions focused on 1) the main 
challenges in the Sahel; 2) local and 

the Sahel crisis: where do european & african perspectives meet?
Brussels, 27 february 2013 regional dynamics and; 3) how to move 

from military intervention to security 
assistance. SWAC President François 
de Donnea and the SWAC Secretariat 
participated in the debate, highlighting 
resilience building initiatives, such as the 
AGIR Alliance, as one approach to foster 
sustainable development and conflict 
prevention in the region. 

8 March, AGIR Working Group 
Meeting, Lomé, Togo 

8-10 April, Restricted Food Crisis 
Prevention Network Meeting,  
OECD Headquarters, Paris

13-16 May, Colloquium on  
Pastoralism, Ndjaména, Chad 

10 June, SWAC Strategy  
and Policy Group Meeting,  
OECD Headquarters, Paris

   forthcoMing eventS

PuBlicationS & eventS


