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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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SUBSTANTIAL FOOD PRICE GAPS ACROSS WEST AFRICA 

Prices are a key determinant of access 
to food in West Africa as households 

rely on markets for two-thirds of their food 
supply. Food prices in sub-Saharan Africa 
are 30 to 40% more expensive than in the 
rest of the world at comparable levels of 
GDP per capita. They vary greatly across 
countries – from -28% in Mauritania to 
+14% in Ghana compared to the West 
African  average, refl ecting also the relative 
ineffi ciency of the regional food market. 
Price differentials are at their lowest 
between the eight countries of the West 
African Economic and Monetary Union 
(UEMOA). In other areas (Côte’divoire-

Ghana, Mauritania-Senegal, Liberia-Sierra 
Leone), border price differentials exceed 
17%, highlighting the high transaction 
costs. Since the launch of the Trade 
Liberalisation Scheme of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ETLS/
ECOWAS) in the early 90s, ECOWAS aims 
to promote a free trade area. Customs 
duties levied on imports and exports, and 
non-tariff barriers are formally abolished 
within the ECOWAS area. Yet, in practice, 
its implementation remains haphazard with 
many remaining barriers. Removing these 
obstacles and facilitating regional trade 
would contribute to reducing food prices.
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Allen T. (2017), “The cost of 
high food prices in West Africa”, 
West African Papers, no. 8 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/c2db143f-en

Food price border differentials, land borders [relative to the regional average]
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the three northeastern states, 
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acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
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harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.
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D’IMPORTANTS ÉCARTS DE PRIX ALIMENTAIRES EN AFRIQUE DE L’OUEST  

Les prix sont désormais un facteur 
clé de l’accessibilité à l’alimentation en 

Afrique de l’Ouest alors que les ménages  
dépendent des marchés pour deux-tiers 
de leurs approvisionnements. Les prix 
alimentaires sont plus élevés de 30 à 40 % 
en Afrique subsaharienne que dans le reste 
du monde à PIB par habitant comparable. 
Par rapport à la moyenne ouest-africaine, 
ils varient de -28 % en Mauritanie à +14 % 
au Ghana  ; ceci témoigne de la relative 
ineffi cacité du marché alimentaire régional. 
Les écarts de prix sont les plus faibles 
entre les pays de l’Union économique 
et monétaire ouest-africaine (UEMOA). 
En revanche, sur plusieurs segments de 
frontière (Côte d’Ivoire-Ghana, Sierra 

Leone-Libéria et Mauritanie-Sénégal), 
les disparités dépassent 17 % de la 
moyenne régionale ; ceci du fait de coûts 
de transaction élevés. Depuis le lancement 
du Schéma de libéralisation des échanges 
de la Communauté économique des États 
de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (SLEC/CEDEAO) au 
début des années 90, la CEDEAO promeut 
une zone de libre-échange. Les droits de 
douane sur les importations et exportations, 
ainsi que les barrières non tarifaires y sont 
offi ciellement abolis. Pourtant, sa mise en 
œuvre reste aléatoire et de nombreuses 
barrières subsistent dans les faits. La 
suppression de ces obstacles et la facilitation 
des échanges régionaux contribueraient à 
la baisse des prix alimentaires.
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Allen T. (2017), Le coût des prix 
alimentaires élevés en Afrique de l’Ouest, 
Notes ouest-africaines, no 8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/48e99091-fr
 

Écart des prix alimentaires, frontières terrestres [par rapport à la moyenne régionale]

Bas (< 6 %) Moyen (6 - 17 %) Élevé (17 - 23 %) Très élevé (> 23 %)
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