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Mr. Rintaro Tamaki, OECD Deputy Secretary-General

Dr. Atouga, ECOWAS Commissioner of Agriculture, Environment and Water 
Resources of the Economic Community of West African States ;

Mr. Dieme, UEMOA Commissioner for Rural Development, Natural Resources 
and the Environment of the West African Economic and Monetary Union;

Professor Bretaudeau, CILSS Executive Secretary of the Permanent Inter-
state Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel;

Your Excellencies, Ambassadors based in Paris; 

Dear Members of the RPCA;

Dear Colleagues,

I t is a great pleasure for me to open this annual meeting 
of the Food Crisis Prevention Network organised by the 

Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in 
the Sahel (CILSS) and the Secretariat of the Sahel and 
West Africa Club under the auspices of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the 
West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA). 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome ECOWAS 
and UEMOA that have now become active co-ordinators 
of this network. By gathering OECD countries and African 
organisations, the SWAC is a remarkable and innovative 
example of international dialogue and co-operation. The 
value of the SWAC, in collaboration with its partners and 
this network, lies not only in its ability to develop joint 
analyses but also in its role as a platform for knowledge 
sharing and policy dialogue between the West African 
region, the OECD and emerging economies. 
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F ollowing the 2007-2008 food price hike, food security 
has become a priority on the international agenda. Food 

prices are likely to remain on a rising trend as a result 
of the world’s population growth, but also of increasing 
fuel prices, stronger links between food and energy prices 
following the rise in biofuel production, and the effects of 
climate change which reduce available arable land and 
yields. This raises concerns about food security worldwide. 
The Sahel region is once again facing a serious food crisis, 
partly due to low food and feedstock production in the 
Sahelian countries this year. The situation is particularly 
acute in Mali as the ongoing conflict has caused major 
population displacements. Short-term measures are 
urgently needed to respond to this crisis. 

However, food security is not only about solving emergency 
situations. It is also about addressing the root causes of 
high and volatile food prices through poverty reduction, 
investment  and economic growth. Greater investment 
in agriculture, more effective development co-operation 
and reforms to trade and domestic policies are all part of 
the solution. Several critical factors such as functioning 
markets, land availability and productivity as well as infra-
structure development remain key to food security in West 
Africa.

T he G20 is actively supporting policies and instru-
ments to promote global food security. In June 2011, 

the G20 Ministerial Summit on Agriculture recommended 
the creation of regional food reserves in order to ensure 
more predictable access to food. In November 2011, the 
G20 Summit in Cannes stressed the importance of “risk-
management instruments (…) to mitigate the adverse effects 
of excessive price volatility for the most vulnerable” and 
“welcomed the initiative of ECOWAS to set up a targeted 
regional emergency food reserve as a pilot project”. This 
year, the OECD, together with the FAO and other interna-
tional organisations, is co-ordinating the preparation of a 
joint report to propose to the G20 some policy options for 
improving global sustainable agricultural productivity 
growth, and for bridging the gap for small family farms. 
Recommendations will aim, in particular, at strengthening 
research and development, and enhancing investment in 
agriculture.

These objectives are perfectly in line with the various 
initiatives undertaken by West African regional institu-
tions. Within the framework of the ECOWAS Common 
Agricultural Policy (ECOWAP) and the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), 
ECOWAS adopted a Regional Programme for Agricultural 
Investment in 2010 to set up a regional food reserve and to 
enhance investment in agriculture for higher agricultural 
productivity and better functioning of agricultural supply 
chains. 

Furthermore, the creation of a regional food reserve was 
formally adopted last year by regional organisations. In 
October 2011, a Task Force composed of ECOWAS, UEMOA, 
CILSS, the SWAC Secretariat, and other stakeholders, 
designed a roadmap for the creation of a regional food 
stock in West Africa. In November 2011, the roadmap and 
the “Charter for Food Crisis Prevention and Management” 
were approved by the Ministers in charge of Agriculture 
of the 15 ECOWAS Member countries, as well as Chad 
and Mauritania. This was the achievement of a five-year 
consultation process conducted at the local, national and 
regional levels, and supported by the SWAC Secretariat.

At a Ministerial meeting last month, these countries 
adopted the co-operation framework for RESOGEST to 
build a regional solidarity mechanism to support national 
offices in charge of national food stock management. Each 
country committed to "constitute a reserve representing 
at least 5% of its national security stock to respond to the 
needs of other member countries confronted by a food 
crisis outweighing the capacity of their own stocks." I would 
also like to acknowledge the creation of a High-Level 
Committee on Food Security by the UEMOA Members 
states in February 2012, and the measures taken at its first 
meeting to respond to the current food crisis.

By fostering co-ordination and improving the effec-
tiveness of collective action in West Africa, the Food Crises 
Prevention Network plays a key role in supporting both 
the international agenda and regional initiatives. Analyses 
carried out by network members and the SWAC Secre-
tariat are crucial for improving market transparency and 
enhancing food security. The SWAC Secretariat should 
actively continue to provide technical assistance to these 
initiatives and promote them within global debates to raise 
awareness and international support for food security in the 
region, notably by strengthening the RPCA and reinforcing 
the political involvment of ECOWAS and UEMOA. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am convinced that your exchanges will be fruitful and 
lead to concrete measures to deal with the current food 

crisis in the region, but discussions should also seek 
solutions to the structural causes of food and nutritional 
insecurity for the well-being of West African populations. 

Once again, it is a pleasure for me to welcome you to the 
OECD and I wish you every success in your work.


