
In my new capacity as Director ad interim, the SWAC President Mr. François-
Xavier de Donnea has asked me to develop a reform process aiming at 
reinforcing the SWAC based on the recommendations of our governing 
board. I would like to use this opportunity to thank Mr. de Donnea as well 
as Mr. Mario Amano, OECD Deputy Secretary-General, and Mr. Eric Burgeat, 
Director of the OECD Centre for Co-operation with Non-Members (CCNM) 
for their confidence and valuable support in this difficult task.

In the short-term, we will focus our efforts on a smaller number of work 
areas to improve our impact and the utilisation of our resources. In 
particular, the Secretariat will strengthen its function as a platform for 
North-South dialogue in order to mobilize global alliances (decision-
makers from OECD and West African countries) on West African 
development issues and to advance West African interests on the 
international development agenda.

In line with this approach our next Strategy and Policy Group meeting, to 
be held in Bamako on 9- 10 December 2009, will be dedicated to the topic 
“Commercial pressures on land acquisitions in West Africa”. Agricultural 
producers’ organisations, Ministers from West African and OECD member 
countries, Parliamentarians, investors, regional organisations, etc. will 
develop a roadmap together to capitalize opportunities and combat 
threats related to foreign investment in land. A Web platform with more 
detailed information will soon be available. 

The Joint Position Paper on “Combating worst forms of child labour on West 
African cocoa farms” which was recently presented at the International 
Cocoa Foundation’s Partnership meeting in Brussels, is another example 
which illustrates our capacity to mobilize and co-ordinate regional 
alliances. Bringing together key stakeholders and regional institutions, 
this initiative builds upon existing experiences and best practices, and 
promotes a complementary regional approach on combating the worst 
forms of child labour.
 
We will also continue to analyse West African news within the West Africa 
Observer (3rd issue forthcoming) and our series of West African Viewpoints. 
The torrential rains that recently hit West Africa, the human tragedies and 
destruction they have caused, remind us of the intrinsic fragility this region 
faces with its climate - the Sahel zone in particular. Bonds of solidarity and 
spontaneous support actions for flood victims were strong. 

We are pleased to give the floor to H.E. Luc Tiao, Ambassador of Burkina 
Faso in Paris, who witnessed the commitment of the Burkinan diaspora 
helping their compatriots.

The SWAC and its Secretariat are at a critical 
crossroads. West Africa and its international 
environment have considerably changed since 
the beginning of this century. There are new 
opportunities and new challenges for the region      
to which the SWAC needs to adapt. 

by Laurent Bossard,
SWAC Director a. i.
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Floodings in Burkina Faso
A strong commitment of the diaspora

Interview with H. E. Luc Tiao, Ambassador of Burkina Faso in Paris

facilitated by Mr. Dramane Millogo and 
Ms. Julia Wanjiru,  end- September 2009

On 1 September 2009, Ouagadougou and other localities in Burkina Faso 
were hit by unprecedented flooding. What are the most urgent needs? 
What measures has the government taken to help flood victims? 
What is your current estimate of the scale of the damage?

In the early hours of 1 September, Ouagadougou and 
several other localities, primarily in the Central Plateau 
region, were hit by torrential rains (263 mm of water). 
The last time Burkina Faso experienced such high levels 
of precipitation was in 1919.

Several vital sectors were hard hit by the flooding - 
housing, public and private buildings, as well as road 
equipment and infrastructure. 24,489 houses were 
destroyed, leaving some 150,000 people homeless, and 
there were unfortunately eight deaths in the city of 
Ouagadougou alone.

To deal with this dramatic situation, 110 emergency 
shelters were set up. The main problem, however, still 
remains that of making them viable, particularly in 
terms of sanitation – drinking water, lighting, latrines 
and healthcare. The government also set up a crisis 
committee to monitor the situation and make an 
exhaustive assessment of the consequences of this 
unprecedented rainfall. Provisions were then made 
for meals to be prepared at shelter sites, with the 
assistance of private restaurant owners. However, we 
now face the problem of finding sufficient quantities of 
food and cooking utensils to look after people expected 
to need temporary shelter for over a month.

President Blaise Compaoré launched an appeal for national and international solidarity, and the world 
has responded. But some of the victims are afraid that the aid won’t reach them. Why is this? And does 
Burkina Faso have a crisis management plan capable of responding to crises on this scale?

First of all, I would like to thank the many people, acting 
either individually or through their associations and 
institutions, as well as our bilateral and multilateral 
partners, who responded to this appeal. However, 
I should point out that we need an estimated €10 
million in emergency funding and the overall cost of 
rehabilitation is estimated at more than €100 million. 
You suggest that some of the victims are afraid that 
the aid won’t get through to them – I can certainly 
understand their concern since, as I said earlier, the 
needs are enormous and victims may well fear that 
there will not be enough to go around. Despite all 
the goodwill of the many people who have made 
donations, I cannot deny that we have still not yet 
raised enough funds to cover our expected needs. For 
the time being, however, the crisis committee is doing 
its utmost to make sure that aid is sent to where it is 
most urgently needed; shelter sites are gradually being 
set up and meals provided on a regular basis. 

Furthermore, I can assure you that a particular effort is 
being made to ensure that all aid operations are fully 
transparent. The Prime Minister has adopted a very 
firm stance on how this aid is to be managed – any 
individual engaging in practices that are unethical or 
that contravene the spirit in which this aid was given 
will be punished by law. To this end, we have set up 
a website where people can report any misuse or 
misappropriation of aid – its address is: 
http://www.inondationsauburkina.net

This site is open to all Internet users and provides 
concrete proof of the good faith of the authorities, 
who at the same time are urging respect for the public 
good. This is the first time that Burkina Faso has faced 
such a disaster, and for that reason all suggestions are 
welcome.



How has the Burkinan diaspora contributed? Can you give us an initial report on its response?

The natural disaster that struck Burkina Faso on 1 
September has further strengthened the bonds of 
solidarity between Burkinans. Let me give you an 
example. As soon as the disaster first started to unfold, 
people spontaneously took victims into their own 
homes until the government could step in and take 
charge. This solidarity was also to be seen among 
Burkinans living abroad. I can assure you that our 
compatriots living in France did not have to wait for 
the call for national and international solidarity – they 
immediately launched initiatives, both individually 
and through their respective associations. Some even 
worked with the media to ensure that Burkina's voice 
was properly heard.

The Burkinan diaspora is really very active and we 
continue to receive contributions of all kinds. To 
channel this aid we have set up a committee at the 
embassy to co-ordinate all relief activities. Someone 
is on hand every day to provide the information 
the public needs and also to receive donations. I 
am very pleased with the commitment shown by  
our compatriots, who during this catastrophe have 
once again demonstrated their patriotism and their 
unreserved devotion to the national cause.

Do you think that the rains are a direct consequence of climate change? What could be done to help the 
region adapt to climatic variability? Have you drawn any lessons from this experience that could serve as 
input to discussions at the UN Conference on Climate Change (COP15) in December?

This natural phenomenon concerns not only Burkina 
Faso but also other countries in the sub-region such 
as Senegal, Niger, Mauritania, Mali, Ghana and Togo. 
According to the experts, it is a cyclical phenomenon 
that our African climatologists, who lack the resources 
to make accurate forecasts, find it hard to assess 
properly. We must therefore draw the appropriate 
conclusions and in future pay greater attention to such 
events in our master plans for territorial development. 

This natural disaster may well have been sent as a 
warning to us, as there can be no guarantee that the 
Sudano-Sahelian region will not experience further 
weather disturbances in the future.
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Security implications of climate change in the Sahel 

Joint position paper of the Regional Cocoa Initative 

The Steering committee of the project discussed outcomes of the thematic studies carried out within the 
context of the SWAC's regional study on “Security implications of climate change in the Sahel” and agreed on 
the next phase of the project. Presentations focused on the cross-linking of the climate analysis with the 
security,  socio-economic and geographic, and econometric analyses. This will lead to the production of a series 
of vulnerability and risks maps. The vulnerability maps as well as the thematic studies will be discussed at a 
technical  workshop in Dakar on 17 November 2009.

> Contact: philipp.heinrigs@oecd.org 

Regional Investment Programme for Agriculture (PRIA)

In his presentation on “Social issues in commodity supply chains – a 
holistic view” at the 16th World Cocoa Foundation Partnership meeting 
(Brussels, 16 October 2009), the Belgian Minister for Development Co-
operation, H.E. Charles Michel, underlined the advantages of regional 
initiatives like the initiative on “Combating the worst forms of child labour 
on West African cocoa farms”, co-ordinated by the SWAC Secretariat. He 
pointed out the need for dialogue between producing and consuming 
countries, regional organisations, private companies and civil society 
from the South and North, - a view that is expressed in the regional 
cocoa initiative’s Joint position paper, signed by 14 key stakeholders 
and regional institutions. It highlights the need for a complementary 
regional approach, regional institutional leadership, support to 
intensified remediation efforts, and co-ordination and inclusiveness.

Find out more at: www.oecd.org/swac/cocoa

Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire), 8-10 July 2009

Members of the Steering Committee on "Improved management of other shared resources” and other relevant 
actors discussed the draft report with action proposals which was prepared by consultants. The final report 
will be used as basis for discussions with technical and financial partners, scheduled for November 2009. 

> Contact: jeansibiri.zoundi@oecd.org

Forthcoming events
Conference-Debate on Migration and Governance, Paris (France), 20 October 2009•	
EU Development Days, Stockholm (Sweden), 22-24 October 2009•	
Technical workshop on “•	 Security implications of climate change in the Sahel”, Dakar (Senegal), 17 November 2009
25•	 th Annual meeting of the Food Crisis Prevention Network (RPCA), Bamako (Mali), 8-11 December 2009
SWAC Strategy and Policy Group meeting on “•	 Commercial pressures on land acquisition in West Africa”,                
Bamako (Mali), 9-10 December 2009
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