
 
 

 

 

January 2008 – No. 1 

The Sahel and West Africa Club’s monthly newsletter aims to provide regular information    

on ongoing SWAC activities, publications, upcoming events and other SWAC news. 

 

 SWAC’S STRATEGY AND POLICY GROUP MEETING  

 33rd SUMMIT OF ECOWAS HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT  

 12the CONFERENCE OF UEMOA HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT  

 MALI-MAURITANIA BORDER: PILOT OPERATION IN THE KARAKORO BASIN 

 PUBLICATIONS 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
  
 

SWAC’S STRATEGY AND POLICY GROUP MEETING  
 

OECD Headquarters, Paris, 31 January – 1 February 2008  
 

Held in the new OECD Conference Centre in Paris, the 

SWAC’s Strategy and Policy Group met under the 

Chairmanship of Mr. Charles Goerens, SWAC President, with 

the participation of some of the SWAC’s West African 

partners (CILSS, ECOWAS, UEMOA, Paris-based 

ambassadorial representatives) as well as its funding 

partners (> list of participants). The meeting was opened by 

Mr. Mario Amano, OECD Deputy Secretary-General. 

Following a quick review of the implementation of the 

2005-2007 Work Plan, Mr. Normand Lauzon, SWAC 

Director, and his team presented the proposed orientations 

of the SWAC’s 2008-2012 Work Plan.  
 

SPG members agreed that the SWAC’s main mission is to promote regional approaches and facilitate the 

development of common policies in West Africa. A regional focus will thus continue to guide all of the 

SWAC’s activities. The SWAC shall continue to initiate constructive debates based on strategic questions on 

the region’s future and facilitate exchanges between regional actors and OECD member countries. It shall 

also continue to support regional institutions such as the CILSS, ECOWAS, UEMOA, etc. while strengthening 

partnerships with civil society and relevant private sector representatives. The SWAC shall also provide 

more inputs for political strategic thinking and debates in particular within the framework of important 

international meetings on aid effectiveness, migration, the Millennium Development Goals, EPA 

negotiations, etc.  
 

SPG members considered the SWAC’s 2008-2012 draft Work Plan to be very ambitious. Its guiding principles 

should, however, be better highlighted. In order to facilitate the implementation of the proposed Work 

Plan, the SWAC will prepare a note outlining the concrete activities scheduled for 2008 highlighting their 

innovativeness and/or complementarities with activities undertaken within other institutions on the same 

topic, in particular within the OECD. The SWAC's financial situation remains critical. Mobilisation of 

additional resources for 2008 and beyond will remain the SWAC’s key priority. The SPG will meet again at 

the beginning of June in order to assess the SWAC’s financial situation. 
 

> learn more | > images 

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/29/43/40127321.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/48/4/39819717.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/15/56/39925610.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/document/7/0,3343,en_38233741_38247070_39945479_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/1/0,3343,en_38233741_38247070_40122817_1_1_1_1,00.html


 
 

33rd SUMMIT OF ECOWAS HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT  
 

Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 18 January 2008 
 

The common approach on migration is adopted. 
 

The 33
rd 

Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) helped move forward some crucial community issues: (i) adoption of a strategic poverty reduction 

document; (ii) establishment of a statistical development fund, (iii) adoption of a common approach on 

migration; (iv) elaboration of an energy supply action plan and (v) elaboration of a five-year action plan for 

the development and deployment of biotechnology and biosecurity.  
 

The SWAC has supported ECOWAS in the development of a common approach on migration to face the 

challenges of intra-community mobility. In order to ensure the implementation of this common approach, 

Heads of State and Government created an ad hoc Ministerial Committee responsible for migration. The 

Committee’s six working groups met in Abuja from 12 to 15 February to discuss the terms of reference that 

were developed with SWAC support. The ECOWAS Commission and the Spanish Agency for International Co-

operation (AECI) are currently negotiating the financing of the Action Plan on migration and development 

based on a common approach (10 million euros). 
 

Heads of State also expressed their concerns regarding the increased use of the region for illicit drug 

trafficking. They asked the Commission to continue its efforts, in collaboration with other partners, to curb 

this activity. The SWAC will address this issue, with the ECOWAS Commission, in a chapter of the Atlas on 

Regional Integration in West Africa which will focus on “Illicit Drugs in West Africa”. 
 

Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to continue EPA negotiations as one entity. 

The ECOWAS Commission will organise a special meeting to develop an appropriate framework on the EPA 

and to discuss the introduction of a Common Regional External Tariff.  
 

The SWAC, represented by Normand Lauzon, commended the creation of a West African Institution on 

Regional Integration that will be based in Cape Verde and will foster research on regional integration and 

social dialogue. The SWAC will continue to support ECOWAS in promoting regional policies. Within the 

context of this meeting, Mr. Lauzon met with several Heads of State (Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, 

Nigeria and Senegal), regional partners (CILSS, ECOWAS and UEMOA) as well as development partners (AfDB, 

EU, FAO, UNDP, UNECA, UNOWA and WFP).   
 

> read the ECOWAS Press Release (French) 

 
 

12th CONFERENCE OF UEMOA HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT  
 
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), 17 January 2008 

 

This annual meeting of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) enabled Heads of State 

and Government to review the Union’s evolution and functioning, its autonomous bodies and institutions as 

well as provide the guidance required to implement various initiatives focusing on the integration process. 

Heads of State in particular referred to the 2007 Activity Reports of the Commission, the Central Bank of 

West African States (BCEAO) and the West African Development Bank (BOAD). Resolving the interim 

management of the BCEAO and BOAD was the highlight of the meeting. Henceforth, Philippe Henri Dakoury-

Tabley (Côte d’Ivoire) will take the helm of the BCEAO and Abdoulaye Bio-Tchané (Benin) will head up the 

BOAD. Mr. Normand Lauzon, SWAC Director, participated as an observer in this meeting.  
 

> read the UEMOA Press Release (French) 

 

 

 

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/30/9/40128673.pdf
http://www.uemoa.int/actualite/2008/comp_press_CCE_17_01_2008.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

MALI-MAURITANIA BORDER: PILOT OPERATION IN THE KARAKORO BASIN 
 

Bamako (Mali), 17 January 2008 
 

The meeting validating the Concerted Territorial Development 

Programme in the Karakoro Basin, organised by the Groupe de 

Recherche et de Réalisations pour le Développement Rural (GRDR), 

brought together the pilot operation’s main actors. This pilot 

operation is carried out within the framework of the ECOWAS Cross-

border Initiatives Programme with SWAC support. The participation 

of General Kafougouna Koné, Malian Minister of Regional Planning 

and Local Communities and Mr. Yahya Ould Kebd, Mauritanian 

Minister of Decentralisation and Regional Planning underscored the 

strong political willingness of both the Malian and Mauritanian 

Governments to promote good neighbourliness and encourage 

solidarity and exchanges to benefit populations.  
 

The proposed programme is ambitious. It foresees approximately 9 million euros over 4 years, of which 5 

million would be devoted to infrastructure.  One third of the financing has been acquired. The balance should 

be secured by mid-2008. In the meantime, the GRDR supports small-scale field activities. After the meeting, the 

two ministers signed a memorandum calling for the creation of an ECOWAS regional fund for financing cross-

border co-operation. A budget for the creation of such a fund is foreseen within the West Africa Regional 

Indicative Programme of the 10th European Development Fund (EDF). The Swedish International Development 

Agency (SIDA) and the UNDP West African regional office have also shown interest.  
 

The SWAC, represented by Mr. Laurent Bossard, SWAC Deputy Director, participated in this meeting as a 

technical partner. In his intervention, Mr. Bossard placed the pilot operation within the general framework of 

West African regional co-operation and financial aid provided by partners supporting the West African 

integration process.  
 

> read the Mission Report (French) 

 
 

 
 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Atlas on Regional Integration in West Africa: “Climate and Climate Change” 
 

Like all other world regions, Africa and West Africa must take up the 

challenge of climate change which is essentially that of vulnerability and 

uncertainty. Analyses of this region have remained inadequate and the 

conclusions arrived at by climate projections and their consequences are too 

uncertain for an effective anticipation of the risks and opportunities linked 

to climate change. At a time when the National Adaptation Programme of 

Action (NAPA) and the “regional plan of action for reducing vulnerability in 

the face of climate change in West Africa” are being formulated, the 

development of more reliable information systems adapted to local and 

regional contexts should be at the heart of the strategies adopted. Greater 

awareness and participation by local actors will also be necessary to 

formulate and implement these adaptation strategies. 
 

> download this chapter (4,9 Mb) 
 

http://www.oecd.org/document/48/0,3343,en_38233741_38246954_38480624_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/28/0,3343,en_38233741_38247095_38446876_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/28/0,3343,en_38233741_38247095_38446876_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/29/45/40127506.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/44/5/40121025.pdf


 
 

CD-Rom: 2005-2007 SWAC Publications 

 

This CD-Rom was compiled to facilitate and improve the accessibility of 

SWAC products. It covers the 2005-2007 work cycle and includes the SWAC’s 

strategic papers, all thematic publications, major SWAC statements and the 

2007 issues of the SWAC newsletter. 

 

> to receive a CD-Rom, please contact: julia.wanjiru@oecd.org   

 
 

 

 

Policy Note: Conclusions of the 23rd annual RPCA meeting 
 

 

This Policy Note presents the main conclusions of the 23
rd 

annual meeting of 

the Food Crisis Prevention Network in the Sahel and West Africa (RPCA). The 

numerous information and early warning mechanisms on the food situation 

need to be coordinated and analysed consensually in order to provide better 

quality information. The SWAC and the CILSS will continue to facilitate access 

to regional harmonised syntheses.  

 

> download the Policy Note 

 

 

 

 
 

Food Security Information Note, No. 16:  
 

“Issues linked to the rise in prices of food products” 
 

In January 2008, the global market average wheat export price was 81% higher than in 2007, the export 

price of corn has reached a 10-year high. Several reasons explain this trend: (i) price of oil and its impact on 

inputs and transport costs; (ii) the exchange rate as the US dollar is dropping sharply against other 

currencies. The hike in prices will affect particularly urban populations and food deficient rural households. 

2008 will require close monitoring of a possible hike in prices of some food commodities on major local 

markets.  > download the Information Note (No. 16) 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Preparatory Meeting on the West Africa Report 

Cotonou (Benin), 4-5 February 2008 
 

The ECOWAS/SWAC editorial team will meet for a preparatory meeting to take stock of the progress made in 
the preparation of the 2008 West Africa Report and discuss follow-up activities and promotion strategies 
with a view to the finalisation of the report scheduled for the first term of 2008.  
 

Contact: raymond.weber@oecd.org  

 

All publications can be downloaded from the SWAC website: www.westafricaclub.org 
 

If you wish to receive a paper copy or the electronic version of this newsletter,             

please contact julia.wanjiru@oecd.org 
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