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What Could/ Would/ 
Should be Done? 

Realising Innovation for Inclusive 
Development 



Introduction 

 “And it ought to be remembered that there 

is nothing more difficult to take in hand, 

more perilous to conduct, or more 

uncertain in its success, than to take the 

lead in the introduction of a new order of 

things. The innovator has for enemies all 

those who have done well under the old 

conditions, and lukewarm defenders in 

those who may do well under the new.”  
Niccolò Machiavelli (1515) 



Concurrent Crisis's of Contemporary 

Capitalism 

Energy, Environment, Finance, Food, 

Inequality & Poverty … 
Accelerated distribution through globalisation 

„hollow‟ state + Corruption = weak policies, incoherent 

agencies & reduced regulatory impact 

Monopolies, Oligopolies, Cartels & Corruption 

proliferate 

Emergent new Geopolitics 

Global, Regional & Local 



Domestic Economic Diagnosis 

 The economy does not serve the interests of all South Africans 

 Poverty levels are high and inequality is extremely high and persistent 

 The economy is shaped by its history as a commodity producer operating in 
an environment of abundant resources, and is highly resource intensive 

 Apartheid distorted the economy in ways that undermine both South Africa‟s 
competitiveness and the potential of its people 

 Power relations in the economy are highly unequal and this gives rise to 
outcomes that are highly unequal by international standards 

 While there are pockets of excellence, major parts of the economy are 
uncompetitive, with high rates of concentration, high margins and high cost 
structures in both the private sector and state-owned enterprises  

 The democratic government has failed to significantly alter the pattern of 
growth and development 

Sources: NPC (2011) 



Domestic Reflections 

 A Better life for All! 
 Slogan of the post-Apartheid Reform 

 Limits of Neo-liberal Reform & New Public 
Management 

 African Agenda – Priority for Regional Growth Pole 

 Endogenous Development (Planning & Markets) 
 Over-financialised Global Political Economy 

 Ecological Catastrophe 

 International Division of Labour 

 From Anachronism to Synergiser 
       Foresight, Competences & Competitiveness 



Conclusions 

 What do private and public initiatives 
do to address financing needs of both 
laggard businesses and “frugal and 
grassroots innovation” projects? 

 What can help improve their 
performance? 

 Do policies aimed at supporting 
innovation foster inequalities in 
revenues, rewarding only the best 
trained and most skilled with access 
to resources? 

 Is there anything policies should do 
differently? 

 What future research priorities are 
important to help inform innovation 
policy with regards to inclusive 
development? 

 Re-engagement between the State, Capital & 

Community to ensure: 

 Making More for Less for More 

 Redressing Fundamentalist Orthodoxies 

 Improved capabilities for expanding locally 

relevant & engaged critical Research - 

 Better informed Teaching & Learning 

 Need for accessible, timely & quality Data for 

Analysis to enable Improved Evidence-based 
Policies 

 Defining Policy, Strategy & Programmes with 

specific and explicit Targets & Trade-offs 

 Investing in Local Innovation & Productive Systems 

 Monitoring, Evaluating & Learning … 
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